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Introduction   

Lakeside School is an independent special needs school. The school is in Huyton, Merseyside and falls 

under Liverpool Local Authority. The school caters for 32 pupils who exhibit a range of special educational 

needs including, but not exclusively: Autism, Social Communication difficulties, ADHD, Attachment 

difficulties and Demand Avoidance. These needs/conditions have resulted in multiple mainstream 

placement break downs, with pupils being placed in our specialist provision from surrounding Local 

Authorities (9 currently). Due to the complex nature of the pupils that attend Lakeside, it is our 

responsibility to provide them with the most appropriate curriculum, to promote their academic learning, 

life skills, Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship and their Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education 

and meet the long term outcomes as identified in their EHCP (Education, Care and Health Plan)  

This policy covers the flexibility of approach we take with our curriculum, within the parameters of the 

National Curriculum, and how this approach supports the pupils at Lakeside to access the curriculum. Our 

curriculum is broad and rich, and meets the needs of our pupils. Our curriculum provides consistency 

throughout the school whilst recognising developmental and age related aspects to learning. Staff have 

worked closely together to develop the curriculum, meaning there is ownership and understanding of the 

knowledge and skills pupils will gain at each stage.   

Vision, Values and Aims   

We are committed to providing our pupils with a safe, happy, nurturing and motivating environment for 

them to enjoy their learning again and where they are encouraged to reach their potential. At Lakeside 

all aspects of school life are designed to inspire and engage pupils, through a mix of a learning curriculum, 

creative approaches plus essential life skills and experiences. We believe that through this approach we 

are able to build on our pupils’ cultural capital.   

Our curriculum and interventions, be that educational or therapeutic, are designed as a cohesive approach 

to meet the needs described in the pupils’ EHCP’s. As well as these our daily working knowledge of the 

pupils play a huge part in meeting their needs. Through this approach we can constantly evaluate what 

the pupils needs are and what progress they are making. We have a positive focus for life/social skills and 

a creative curriculum that aims to promote the social inclusion of all pupils and prepare them for the 

opportunities, responsibilities and experiences in the next phase of their life. From admittance at Lakeside 

we believe in helping establish the skills pupils need for living.    

Therefore as an integral part of learning and thus our curriculum seeks to develop:  

• Communication   

• Academic progress   

• Academic attainment were appropriate  

• Relationships   

• Self-respect, dignity   

• Self-esteem, self-confidence   

• Self-regulation  

• Independence 

• Resilience.  
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Curriculum Responsibilities  

The Head Teacher has overall responsibility for the implementation, development and monitoring of all 

areas of the curriculum throughout Key Stages; supported by Deputy Head Teacher.  

Subject leaders in conjunction with the Head Teacher and the Deputy Head Teacher, have a responsibility 

for the implementation, development and monitoring of their particular subject area across the key 

stages, thus ensuring continuity and progression throughout the whole school.  

Subject leaders design the school curriculum to ensure it clearly sets out the knowledge and skills that 

pupils will gain at each stage (intent). They also consider the way that the curriculum is developed, taught 

and assessed in order the support pupils to build their knowledge and to apply that knowledge as skills 

(implementation). The Head teacher, Deputy Head teacher and subject leaders also consider the 

outcomes that pupils will achieve as a result of their education at Lakeside School (impact).   

All pupils have a current EHCP. This EHCP reflects the pupil’s current abilities and the modifications 

required to ensure the pupil’s needs are met. Then SENCO, in conjunction with the Head Teacher and the 

Deputy Head Teacher ensures that all the individual needs of the pupils are met through the development 

and implementation of Individual Education Plans.    

Curriculum, Organisation and Planning  

Our curriculum is delivered using a variety of approaches and resources depending on the nature of the 

subject being taught and the needs of the children (For more details please refer to the separate subject 

policies). The subjects we deliver include:  

• English   

• Maths   

• Science   

• PE   

• Music   

• History  

• Geography    

• RE   

• Computing   

• PSHE  

• MFL   

• Art   

• Design Technology   

The organisational principles of the curriculum are based on class specific curriculum maps (related to 

national curriculum year groups as best fit) which are adapted to meet the needs of the class population.  

Pupils should by the end of Key Stage 2, have developed a level of skills, knowledge and understanding of 

all the National Curriculum subjects outlined above.  

Across the Key Stages, we teach the foundation subjects on a weekly basis with rotation through the terms 

and through topic (See appendix 1: termly Curriculum Maps). The creative subjects (Design Technology, 

Art, Music) are taught through history/geography topic, allowing for greater depth of learning, 
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understanding and acquisition of knowledge, better preparing pupils for their next stage of learning, and 

supporting improved retention of knowledge.   

Our curriculum provides opportunities across subjects for pupils to acquire a range of skills, including, 

amongst others:  

• Pupils’ evaluating their own work  

• Pupils evaluating others’ work  

• Historical enquiry/research skills  

• Scientific enquiry/fair tests  

Over time, a wide range of skills are developed, some of which can be used effectively across different 

subjects. We recognise that many skills can be generalised across topics/themes and that a skill developed 

during a history topic might be of use when pupils access Geography, for example.  

Reading  

At Lakeside School reading is taught in the following way:  

 

Read Write Inc  

Read Write Inc. phonics programme is used to develop initial reading skills and focuses on the explicit 

teaching of phonics to de-code and word and sentence level work to develop comprehension. Reading 

skills such as skimming, scanning, continuous reading and close reading, are taught alongside decoding to 

develop fluency and efficiency.    

 

Reading books  

All pupils are assessed on admittance using the Single Word Reading test to ascertain a reading age.  This 

is then used to guide which level of reading book a pupil should be given. All reading books are levelled 

using the Flesch-Kincaid system to assess difficulty of language. Books are colour coded and organised in 

sections to encourage pupils to select a reading book independently. A range of high interest/low reading 

level books are available to promote interest in reading for older pupils with reading difficulties. There 

are also a number of books with a younger content but high reading level for younger pupils who have 

advanced reading skills.  

 

Reading Intervention  

Pupils who are more than 6 months below age expected levels receive intervention in addition to Literacy 

lessons. There are a range of programmes used and each class teacher is responsible for ascertaining 

which is most appropriate for the pupil in conjunction with the SENCO. Pupils are assessed for visual 

stress/photoscopic sensitivity and given coloured overlays to use for reading. This is based on research 

evidence advocating that reading speed, accuracy and comprehension are all increased when using such 

materials, regardless of the presence/absence of specific reading difficulties (Henderson, Tsogka and 

Snowling 2013).  

  

Reading across the curriculum  

Accessing, understanding and using written text forms the basis of independent learning across the 

curriculum. For this to occur successfully, our pupils are explicitly taught to read, understand and use 

subject-specific vocabulary before encountering these words within text. We believe that this provides 

each pupil with an equal opportunity to progress within the subject as literature is not simplified to comply 

with reading ability.  
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Displays feature a range of writing genre, from explanations to captions.  These are written in one of the 

schools agreed fonts (Comic Sans, Tahoma or Ariel) and the use of ‘easy to view’ colours are used.  Writing 

is never black type on a white background as this contrast can cause visual distortion, over-tire the eyes 

and reduce comprehension.  

 

School Library  

All pupils are allowed and encouraged to use the library on a weekly basis, where they can take books 

out for a two week period. Unlike reading books, children are not restricted to their reading ability level, 

and are actively encouraged to take out books which may be read to them, non-fiction books which 

contain captions as opposed to long sections of text, and books they may wish to read to younger 

members of their family.  This promotes a sense of reading for a range of purposes and enjoyment.  

  

Reading Homework  

Guided reading tasks are sent home on a weekly basis on Monday with the expectation that the task is 

completed by Friday.  In addition to this, advice booklets are sent home to parents which are adapted to 

the reading ability of the pupil.  

  

Reading sessions are timetabled to take place three times per day in all classes, with pupils being given 

the opportunity to read silently, to an audience, and to listen to others, including teaching staff, read. The 

sessions purpose is to support the development of reading skills and to foster a love for reading and books.  

  

Preparation for life in modern Britain – equipping pupils with the knowledge and cultural capital they 

need to succeed in life  

We provide experiences for our children to ensure that background plays less of a role in determining 

social mobility and educational success and give our pupils access to a range of cultural experiences, 

examples of which are:  

Restaurant visits/food tasting sessions to experience a range of foods from different cultures   

Museum Art/Gallery/Panto trips  

Diversity workshops e.g. Levi Tefari poetry, black role model, rainbow smiles workshops  

Capoeira workshops – dance/martial arts, music, history  

School of Sanctuary work – links with asylum link (food bank collection, assembly), social media 

workshops, buddying event (fundraiser) etc.   

Social contexts – such as meeting the Mayor, local MP, local residents  

Different religions – ethnic groups – lessons and visits to places of worship  

(churches/mosques/synagogues etc.)  

Being prepared to live in modern Britain – current affairs/news, both local and national  
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Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural education, British Values & the Protected Characteristics  

Through timetabling our ‘value’ lessons, we are also able to ensure time is available for wider curriculum 

aspects such as:  

• Anti-bullying (SMSC)  

• Fire Safety (SMSC)  

• Road Safety (SMSC)  

• Celebration of British Values Week (BV)  

• Black History Month (Protected Characteristics)  

• Internet Safety Week (SMSC)  

• Pupil Volunteering Week (SMSC, BV) 

•  Autism Awareness (Protected Characteristics)  

• NSPCC Speak Out Stay Safe (SMSC, BV)  

• Celebrating Neurodiversity (Protected Characteristics)  

• Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural (SMSC) education, British Values (BV) & the Protected 

Characteristics (PV) are an integral part of our curriculum.   

• The school pays particular regard to the Equality Act 2010 and the protected characteristics set 

out in it. The teaching around the protected characteristics can also be evidenced on the SMSC 

Grid maker to ensure Protected Characteristics are taught and embedded into all aspects of our 

school curriculum. Examples of such teaching include: Holocaust (in relation to sexuality and 

race), Battle of the Sexes assembly (gender), Online safety (in relation to the language pupils can 

use when accessing online gaming with others, and how this needs to be thoughtful and 

respectful of the protected characteristics.  

• Some of the experiences that we offer our pupils in support of SMSC, BV and PC education 

include, amongst others:  

• Bully Busters workshop\Black role model workshop  

• Rainbow Smiles (Diversity) workshop  

• Bob-a-job week  

• Democracy day  

• Onesie Wednesday (Autism Awareness)  

• World Mental Health day assembly and classroom activities  

• NSPCC Speak Out Stay Safe assembly  

• Celebrating Neurodiversity assembly, Autism/ADHD awareness groups  

• Macmillan Coffee morning  

• Visits to residential care home  

• Christmas Shoeboxes (Rotary Club) 

  

Education outside the classroom, including Visits and Visitors   

Educational visits and external visitors to the school play a significant part in our curriculum offer. We 

believe the best way for our pupils to learn is to experience, therefore we aim for all pupils to engage in 

learning outside the classroom, to provide experiences which foster awe and wonder in their learning. 

These experiences are often linked to curriculum topics, however they can be standalone events. 

Examples are:  

• Forest Schools  
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• MFL assemblies   

• Visits/assemblies by police service, community police and fire service   

• Curriculum days / weeks e.g. European Language Day, National Coding Week etc.  

• Art Galleries  

• Offsite PE activities e.g. swimming, tennis  

• Fieldwork visits e.g. Art sketching of landmarks,   

• Adventurous Activities e.g. Awesome walls, outdoor pursuits days  

• Theatre trips e.g. yearly pantomime, theatrical adaptations of children’s literature e.g. David 

Walliams, Roald Dahl  

• Restaurant/café visits  

• Variety of Museums e.g. Maritime, World Museum, Imperial War Museum, Museum of Science 

and Industry, Catalyst museum etc.   

• Library visits   

• Cinema trips   

• Farms e.g. small petting farms  

• Community projects including care home visits, local recycling projects, litter picking in the 

locality etc.  

  

 

Children’s Choice:  

Our Children’s Choice curriculum provides the opportunity for pupils to develop life-long skills and 

interests that can lead to greater independence and confidence, and support them in later life, in the 

hope of addressing potential further social disadvantage. Our wish is to develop our pupils’ skills and 

talents in a very practical and hands on way. Such activities might include, amongst others:  

• photography   

• horse riding  

• comic strip writing  

• film making   

• dance  

• golf   

• rugby   

• baking  

• crafting  

• fishing    

• board/card games  

 

Breakfast Club:  

Upon arrival at Lakeside School each day, we ensure that pupils’ basic needs are met (providing breakfast), 

and provide them with a range of activities to choose from which support their social development, 

including:  

• Hi-Low Club: physical recreation activities which support balance/co-ordination skill 

development/gross motor skills (particularly effective for pupils who benefit from movement 

breaks at the start of the school day, following their journey to school)  

• Art/Craft Club: opportunities to draw/make things, developing fine motor skills, hand-eye 

coordination and artistic imagination  
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• Board Games Club: opportunities to develop skills relating to strategy, problem solving, social 

interaction, turn taking etc.  

• Lego Club: opportunities to create Lego constructions using imagination (freestyling)  

 

Rewards:  

We provide positive challenges to foster individual achievements, promote confidence and self-esteem, 

and thus have built our reward system into the curriculum offer to reflect this. Every week, dependent 

on each pupils’ performance for the previous week, pupils earn a range of reward sessions (Gold, Silver 

or Bronze) which include activities such as Spa/Beauty, movie club, trampoline, swimming, fishing etc. 

These reward activities, when earned, contribute towards the following:  

• foster a sense of pride and achievement improve self-esteem and confidence give further 

experiences to develop social skills  

• provide life experiences beyond those which the National Curriculum might offer.  

  

Therapies  

Pupils with more specific needs are referred to the therapy team whose responsibility it is to provide in 

house support.  Pupils have access to:  

• Speech and Language Therapy (social skills groups, Lego therapy, conversation groups etc.)  

• Occupational Therapy (sensory diets, Zones of Regulation sessions, gross/fine motor skill 

development)  

• Person Centered Counselling (counselling through play).   

• The therapy team provide guidance/recommendations to staff in order that the right level of 

support and/or resources are in place to support learning/engagement in the classroom.  

 

Planning:  

We intend that, upon leaving Lakeside, pupils will have developed deeper knowledge and understanding 

of the National Curriculum as well as wider curriculum aspects, and will have developed the skills needed 

to support their next phase of learning.  

Our curriculum is effectively taught by teachers with sound knowledge of the subjects that they teach, 

enabling pupils to understand and embed key concepts and where possible apply them correctly. We 

teach our foundation subjects via topics/themes, and this allows increased opportunities for pupils to 

transfer key knowledge to their long-term memory. As an example the World War II history topic provides 

pupils with the opportunity to further develop their literacy skills (extended writing, recounts, reports 

etc.), deepen understanding and knowledge of Anderson Shelters via Design and Technology activities 

(designing/building their own Anderson Shelters), broaden their empathy/understanding of the impact 

of the Blitz via Art activities, further develop number skills (rationing, war-time recipes etc.).    

The impact of our curriculum is evidenced by the work that the pupils produce, their progression over 

time and how well prepared our pupils are for the next stage of their education.   

We plan our curriculum in three phases. We agree a long-term curriculum map for progression through 

the school. This indicates what topics are to be taught in each term, and to which groups of children. 

Children are grouped in classes according to a combination of age, academic and developmental ability 

so the most suitable curriculum is being followed. For example, although a child may chronologically be 

at Key Stage 2, they may receive a modified curriculum that better suits their needs and enables them to 

progress to the best of their ability. We review the long-term curriculum plan on an annual basis.  

Each Subject Leader looks to plan topics/themes to ensure that, wherever possible, cross-curricular links 

are in place to promote deeper understanding and retention of knowledge, to support future learning. 
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Teachers are encouraged to consider how pupils’ learning in one lesson is preparing them for future 

learning, and how their learning is building on prior knowledge and understanding. Therefore, ensuring 

that lessons and topics/themes are sequenced with prior and future learning in mind.    

Through our medium-term plans, we give clear guidance on the objectives and teaching strategies for 

each topic. Our medium-term planning follows the national programmes of study. We have adopted the 

use of various schemes of work such as Read, Write Inc., Abacus Maths, Wordsmith LCP schemes, 

Espresso, PlanBee and The Literacy Shed in order to supplement and enhance the teaching and learning 

of the New Curriculum objectives.  

Our short-term plans are those which our teachers write on a daily basis, as determined by Assessment 

for Learning. We use these to set out the learning objectives for each session, to identify what resources 

and activities we are going to use in the lesson and to indicate how teaching assistants are best deployed 

to support the pupils.  

 

Assessment, Reporting & Recording   

All assessment procedures are carefully monitored by the Deputy Head teacher who reports to the Head 

Teacher; relevant staff make contributions towards statutory Annual Reviews, Interim Reviews and 

Transitional Reviews.  

We assess pupils in English and Maths within 6-10 weeks of entry to Lakeside, in order to establish their 

starting points for measuring future progress. This is achieved through a combination of standardised 

tests that are administered by the therapeutic team and through teacher assessment. This allows us to 

establish a full and rounded picture of the child’s current abilities. English and Maths are informally 

assessed each half term, which allows teachers to put interventions in place should progress not be at 

the expected level.  Full assessments take place in all subjects (Core and Foundation) against our ‘waypost’ 

criteria at the end of each term.  

Data from each subject area is then analysed through our comprehensive subject auditing, in order to 

identify trends in performance and levels of progress in a subject and on an individual basis. Carrying out 

this identification allows teachers to set targets and / or put interventions into place on either a subject 

or individual basis to provide the greatest opportunity to promote progress. Teachers report levels of 

progress and targets to the SLT and to parents/carers via annual reviews and end of year reports. This 

data is also shared with the school board.  

Assessment is incorporated into the planning of Schemes of Work and takes place on a short, medium 

and long term basis through assessment in class, IEP Progress Notes, SAT’s, WIAT II (Wechsler Individual 

Achievement Tasks), GL standardized assessments, WG Trackers, Boxall Profiling and Reviews.  

Lesson and pupil evaluations form an integral part of the planning process. Through assessing verbal 

responses and pupil written work, teachers evaluate pupil progress and the knowledge and 

understanding of lesson objectives and learning outcomes. These evaluations inform future planning.   

The curriculum at Lakeside school will often be in a state of review due to the ever-changing needs of the 

pupil cohort.  In-Service Training, curriculum meetings between teachers at different Key Stages, 

supervision, performance management and staff meetings ensure continuity and progression throughout 

the school and show that staff are constantly exploring ways to improve and extend the provision, so that 

they can meet the individual needs of all the pupils at Lakeside school.  

Many of our pupils, upon admittance at Lakeside, have previously missed periods of schooling or have 

been disengaged in learning for some time (often due to barriers to learning caused by their Special 

Educational Needs and/or adverse early childhood experiences). We therefore place great importance on 

addressing pupils’ social disadvantage and work hard to address any gaps in pupils’ knowledge and skills 

and support them to acquire the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life.   
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We hold regular Internal Team Around the Child (iTAC) meetings for all pupils. The iTAC meetings are 

ideally attended by the Class Teacher, Teaching Assistant, member of the Clinical Services Team 

(Occupational Therapist/Speech and Language Therapist/Mental Health Practitioner/Educational  

Psychologist/Assistant Psychologist), member of the Pastoral Team, and member of the Senior Leadership 

Team. The meetings provide the opportunity for staff to discuss the individual pupil’s academic progress, 

strengths and areas for development, and work together to highlight strategies to support the pupil in 

maximising engagement in the curriculum.   

Wherever possible, we enter our pupils to sit external tests (KS2 SATs), our expectation is that, where 

able, pupils achieve national expected standard, however, due to the gaps in learning that some of our 

pupils have previously experienced, some pupils may not be yet able to achieve the national expected 

standard in their tests. We feel that it is important that our pupils, where appropriate, are given the 

opportunity to experience sitting these tests, in preparation for their next stage in education.   

 

Homework  

Due to the high variance, both in level of need and home environment for our pupils, the setting and 

completion of homework can be a challenging task. Some studies state that homework is considered to 

be important as a reinforcement and extension of what has been studied in school, and to strengthen 

and cultivate the habit of independent study. Others contradict this point, pointing to the difficulties and 

stresses homework can create, with this aspect being even more prevalent in our setting. Therefore, we 

don’t set homework as standard. However, should a parent/carer request that work is provided to be 

completed at home, we will facilitate this request and mark the completed work in line with our Marking 

& Feedback Policy. 

 

Addendum 

Adjustments to curriculum offer (due to COVID) 

In order to implement our safety measures (in relation to COVID 19), we have had to make some 

temporary adjustments to ensure safety for our pupils and staff. Breakfast Club activities, Children’s 

Choice curriculum and visits off site and visitors to school have all been impacted. We continue to offer a 

broad, balanced curriculum, however, some of the additional activities/extra-curricular sessions have 

been limited in order to keep safety at the forefront of our actions. 

 

 

Person Responsible: V Size 
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