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Hall Cliffe Primary School Policy on British Values 

 

The DfE have recently reinforced the need “to create and enforce a clear and rigorous 
expectation on all schools to promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the 
rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different 
faiths and beliefs.” 
 

 
All our schemes of work highlight how we incorporate British Values. 
 
Democracy:  
 
Pupils elect their representatives for ‘Ambassador’ in their class each term, who will be part of our 
School Council and work closely with SLT to plan events as well as suggesting ways to improve the 
school. Candidates will write and deliver an ‘election speech’ and pupils will then vote on who they 
think would make a good Ambassador for their class using a secret ballot. All pupils contribute 
suggestions for improvements to the school through their Ambassador. Pupil views on a variety of 
subjects including for example, topics covered in the curriculum, visits and visitors, the reward 
system and uniform are listened to. They also decide what activities they would like to take part in 
during Wellbeing Wednesday and Life Skills. 

The Rule of Law: 

All classes discuss the need for rules in classes and set their own rules at the beginning of the school 
year which are based on mutual respect and tolerance. We refer to these as ‘Our Class Charter’. 
These rules are reinforced throughout the day. We have four main rules in school: respect others, 
respect property, kind hands and feet and to always try our best. Assemblies are used to promote 
laws and discuss reasons for them and the consequences of breaking laws. Regular visitors to school 
are used to reinforce these messages, including visits from the police. 

In RE lessons children learn the rules of different religions studied and are encouraged to question, 
compare and contrast these rules and evaluate the reasons for them and the commitment necessary 
to keeping some of these rules. 

Individual Liberty: 

Within school, pupils are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that they are in a safe and 
supportive environment. As a school we educate and provide boundaries for young pupils to make 
choices safely, through the provision of a safe environment and empowering education.  Children 
make their own choices for Wellbeing Wednesday. Playtime activities are chosen by the children. 
Pupils are encouraged to know, understand and exercise their rights and personal freedoms and 
advise how to exercise these safely, for example through our E-Safety and PSHCE lessons. The 
curriculum offers opportunities to explore restriction of liberty through history, RE and literacy. 
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Mutual Respect: 
 
The social development which underpins all our teaching actively teaches children the skills needed 
to demonstrate mutual respect, for example, developing listening skills, showing we care and turn 
taking. Our RE lessons teach respect for other points of view and children learn to handle artefacts 
with due consideration for the regard they are held by religious followers of the religion. Children 
learn to respect the views of others by studying the beliefs and cultures of others in the curriculum. 
The class and school rules promote respect for others.  

Tolerance of those of Different Faiths and Beliefs: 

Children study the world’s major religions through the RE curriculum. This gives our children an 
understanding of their place in a culturally diverse society and by giving them opportunities to 
experience such diversity. Visitors from different faiths visit school to talk about their beliefs and 
practices.  Assemblies and discussions involving prejudices and prejudice-based bullying are held 
regularly. Trips and visits support the learning of pupils with practical experiences. 

Tracking  

We plan to use SMSC Grid Maker, which is online tracking system that allows staff to upload photos, 
videos, work and comments to capture essential learning in British Values development. 
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Safeguarding Children 

 

All elements of the school curriculum are underpinned by the need to enable students to 

feel safe and adopt safe practices. The Designated Safeguarding Lead (Marie Winter) 

supports the staff delivery of specific safeguarding issues within the curriculum, ensuring 

that staff have good subject knowledge. Children are taught how to keep themselves safe 

online, about relationships, including relationships that may be different to the ones they 

have experienced. We teach children how to stay healthy and how to respect our bodies. 

We work closely with other agencies such as the NSPCC and West Yorkshire Police to 

enhance our curriculum. RSE is delivered through our PSHCE and science curriculum. 

 

Non-partisan Views 

 

Throughout the curriculum we encourage students to respect the fundamental British 

values of democracy, the rule of the law, individual liberty and mutual respect and 

tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. Our curriculum is designed to be           

non-partisan and our Staff Handbook reminds those with an influence over our students                

to maintain a non-partisan approach at all times during curriculum delivery. 

 

Protected Characteristics 

 

There are nine protected characteristics outlined within the Equality Act:  

Age 
Disability 
Gender reassignment 
Marriage and civil partnership 
Pregnancy and maternity 
Race 
Religion or belief 
Sex 
Sexual orientation 
 
The school does not tolerate any form of bullying or discrimination against people with one  

or more of these characteristics. We have policies and procedures in place to tackle all  

forms of discrimination. We understand that our children may, when in a heightened state,  

use derogatory words. These incidents are recorded and followed up with the child,  

reflecting and educating the child. Children often show no understanding of the words they  

are using, and education is key to modifying behaviours. Our curriculum provides  

opportunities to challenge stereotypes and teach children about differences and diversity. 

The school’s curriculum celebrates diversity and senior leaders ensure that the curriculum 

does not discriminate against any of the above characteristics. Protected characteristics 

are focused on in schemes of work as are British Values and SMSC. 
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The school will have due regard for the Equal Opportunities Policy at all times when 

planning and implementing the curriculum.  

 
 

Person Responsible: Christine Britton 
 
 


