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Introduction 
 

Queensmead House School is an independent special school which is part of the Witherslack Group. Currently 

we take children aged between 5 and 16 years who have a range of communication, social, emotional and 

mental health needs and associated learning and behaviour difficulties.  A large percentage of pupils have 

been diagnosed with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD). We work with a number of local authorities and the 

vast majority of pupils referred to Queensmead House School are in receipt of an Education Health and Care 

Plan (EHCP).  

This policy acknowledges that all pupils are individuals with different levels of need. We aim, through a blend 
of academic and vocational options coupled with appropriate support, to ensure all pupils succeed.  

 

Curriculum Intent 

 Our school curriculum will prepare our pupils for education, work and life.  

Our overarching aim is to develop future citizens, in line with our school values, who are: 

 respectful  

 resilient  

 aspirational  

 independent  

 safe 

Through our curriculum, pupils’ develop the essential knowledge, skills and understanding which form the 
building blocks of success.   

At Queensmead House School we believe that curriculum goes beyond the experience of the classroom. We 
will provide a holistic approach to education and well-being.  This includes input from the in-house therapy 
team, our student enrichment offer and our dedicated Pastoral Team (non-teaching).   

 

Implementation 
 

The curriculum has been carefully developed, based on the National Curriculum, to progress through the 

key stages and onto adulthood. This enables pupils to build the knowledge and skills that they will need in 

order to access the range of qualifications on offer during their time at Queensmead House School.  

 

When implementing the curriculum, care is taken to ensure that the needs of our pupils are taken into 

account.  Some ways in which the curriculum is adapted include: 

 Topic based learning 

 Lessons will take into account the special interests and talents of the pupils.  

 Vocational learning 

 Visual timetables 

 Visuals to support understanding 

 Staff modelling positive behaviour 

 Bespoke rewards system 

 Reflection time built into lessons 

 Adapted classroom environments to meet the needs of the young people. 
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 Specialist equipment 

 Incorporation of movement breaks for some pupils 

 Focus on the use of language and communication 

 Relate skills to functional situations 

 Provide ‘real life’ learning opportunities 

 

Queensmead House School building has two distinct phases: 

Primary 

 5 classrooms 

 Hall 

 Outdoor play area including wooden equipment 

 Reading areas 

 Soft play room 

 Nurture base room 

 Therapy Rooms 

 Break Out Spaces for small group or 1:1 intervention. 

 

Secondary 

 Large hall/gym 

 DT room 

 Art room 

 Science laboratory 

 Food technology room 

 IT suite 

 Hair and beauty salon 

 Generic classrooms 

 Break out spaces for small group or 1:1 intervention. 

 Therapy rooms 

 Large outdoor space 

 

In additional to this, pupils across the school have access to: 

 Psychologists 

 Speech and language therapists 

 Occupational therapist 

 Mental health Practitioners with specialisms in Art and Dance 

 

At Queensmead House school we aspire to help all our young people access quality primary and secondary 
education, enabling them to be ready for the world of work and adulthood.  Our core provision is like a ladder 
extending down to meet our young people at their starting points enabling them to make progress towards 
accessing our full curriculum offer.  The rungs in this ladder of core provision, represent the steps in place to 
support our young people on their journey. This provision includes our small class sizes, sensory smart 
classroom environments, our positive behaviour approach, therapeutic provision and a flexible and creative 
approach to teaching and learning. 
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With this provision in place, many of our young people quickly climb the ladder towards accessing our full 

curriculum, which is our ultimate aim as it will stand them in good stead for the rest of their educational 

career and beyond.   

However for some young people, climbing the core ladder may be too challenging and we need to rethink 

the route provided.  These young people will be supported by a rainbow route into school, which is a totally 

bespoke pathway of support where adults will work closely with the young person and family to help them 

become comfortable in the school environment, focus on personal development and develop the right 

behaviours for learning needed in a more formal education pathway. 

The route along this pathway is totally individualised, and the speed at which they may progress is  different 

from one child to the next. Some may need just a little more individual attention for a matter of weeks to 

address their barriers to learning before being able to access the core provision. For others, their journey 

into school may be longer and slower or they may need to be placed in a nurture base from which to 

develop their relationships and be able to explore the wider provision once they are comfortable.  

Our aim is always to help the young people make progress towards accessing our core curriculum offer. 

However, the supportive route to a nurture base or a bespoke pathway is there if needed, during transition 

or at any point during their journey with us. 

Our flexible approach to all our young people means we tailor our provision to meet the needs of each 

young person, to ensure their progress and success in education and ultimately, in the wider world. 

 

 

 

Transition 
 

Pupils join Queensmead House School throughout the year and into various classes.  Each transition is 

planned for the individual pupil with some able to start with a full day from day one, and others who follow 

a phased transition program.  Before joining, pupils and parents visit the school, meet key staff and gain a 

full understanding of the way the school operates.  Our admissions officer and family liaison officer support 

in answering any questions and completing key paperwork including information about the young person 

and their background.  This helps the school to be best prepared to meet the needs of the young person from 
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their very first day.  All transition programs are made in agreement with the parents, school, young person 

and local authority. 

 

When students transition from Key Stage 1 to Key Stage 2 the focus begins to move towards supporting them 

in their preparation for transitioning to Key Stage 3.  To this extent, students access the secondary provision 

facilities on a more regular basis and work with subject specialists in the practical subjects (e.g Art and DT).  

This enables us to reduce the anxieties any young person may have in relation to their transition between 

the primary and secondary phases of the school.  Our teachers work together to share information about 

students and the curriculum ensures topics learnt in KS2 are not repeated straight away at the beginning of 

KS3 which promotes student engagement.  In Year 9 students follow an Information and Guidance (IAG) 

process to support them in making decisions about options that will support their future career aspirations.  

Students receive taster sessions in subjects, an options booklet, meetings with parents and advice from our 

external careers advisor as part of this process.  Where possible we try to ensure all students receive their 

preferred option choices. 

 

Leaving school can be challenging for pupils and we work with them and their families to explore post-16 

options, taking students on taster days / visits and supporting them with completing application forms.  Our 

external careers advisor meets with students to support them with the process as well.  Our Family Liaison 

Officer tracks all school leavers destinations and we work with the local authorities to support students who 

may be at risk of NEET. 

 

 

 

Provision 
 

Key Stage 1 and 2 

In Key Stages 1 and 2 we have a cross-curricular approach to the curriculum.  Each class has a theme for each 
half term, which has a main curriculum driver.  Over the course of the child’s school year, they will experience 
a range of topics and cover the full breadth and depth of the national curriculum.  We look to incorporate 
opportunities for Maths and English within the topic where meaningful, but also teach elements of these 
subjects separately each day to ensure thorough progression of skills and development of knowledge.  During 
the topic we look for exciting opportunities to engage the children with their learning by organising a range of 
memorable experiences both in and out of school. 

Where possible, our English curriculum is delivered through the topic.  We use a story or text, linked to the 
theme, as a starting point to explore text, sentence and word level objectives as set out by the national 
curriculum.  We look for meaningful opportunities for writing and plan for a range of text types to be covered.   

We place a large emphasis on the importance of reading and phonics.  We follow Read, Write Inc. Phonics 
scheme with the aim of getting all our children to have a solid understanding of phonics and become fluent 
readers.  For pupils of Years 5 and 6 age, we use Read Write Inc ‘Fresh Start’ resources which focus on filling 
the gaps in their understanding but with texts that are more age appropriate to increase motivation.  Once 
pupils are reading beyond this level we facilitate guided reading sessions linked to texts being studied in 
English lessons.  We also do 1:1 reading as appropriate using a progressive reading scheme on Oxford Owl. 

In maths we follow White Rose schemes of work, which breaks down what children need to learn during each 
week of each term to master the learning objectives laid out by the National Curriculum. It is designed to be 
enjoyable, engaging and varied, to help pupils develop a love of learning and work towards mastery.  Where 
a child has gaps in their understanding of mathematical concepts we will focus on closing these gaps using 
differentiated resources and targeted interventions. 
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Children not yet accessing the core curriculum will be delivered a modified program to address their barriers 
to learning and their therapeutic needs, with the aim of being able to access the full curriculum offer over 
time.   

Key Stage 3 

Classes are designed to take into account the special educational needs of each pupil.  

All pupils will receive education in the following subjects: 

 English,   

 Maths  

 Science 

 Humanities (History, Geography and RE) 

 P.E 

 PSHE (including RSE) 

 Citizenship and careers 

 Art 

 Design Technology 

 Food Technology 

 Computing 

 Student Choice Enrichment including Forest School, bike riding and climbing linked to our reward 
system. 

In additional there are two form times each day to enable pupils to link with key staff, complete additional 
wellbeing work and identify zones of regulation. Food technology is studied all year within KS3 to support the 
development of life skills.  

Key Stage 4 

All pupils will study the following subjects at an appropriate level: 

 English 

 Mathematics 

 Science 

 Computing 

 Citizenship and careers 

 PE 

 Enrichment including Forest School, bike riding and climbing linked to our reward system. 

 Extension Projects including Psychology, coding and Art. 

Pupils will additionally get the choice of two options from: 

 Art 

 DT 

 History 

 Geography 

 Health and Social Care 

 PE 

 Hospitality 

 Hair and Beauty 
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Rainbow Route 

Most of our pupils will access our curriculum through supported by our standard provision, where a careful 
transition is planned to meet their needs to ensure they are ready to access our curriculum.  A small number 
of pupils may need additional support to attend school and access the learning on offer. These pupils are 
brought in via the Rainbow Route. 

 Bespoke pathway 

 Personal development 

 Behaviour for learning 

 Address barriers to learning 

 Nurture base 

We acknowledge the importance of all young people to be able to engage in learning to help prepare them 

for adulthood and the world of work.  Our aim is to support our young people on their journey towards 

accessing our wider curriculum offer to improve their quality of life both in the short and long term. 

 

SMSC & British Values 

The needs of the pupils within Queensmead House are varied and often complex. Successful inclusion relies 
on absolute respect for the needs of the individual and attempts to give individuals the same access and 
opportunities as all other pupils wherever possible. We recognise that the personal development of pupils, 
spiritually, morally, socially and culturally plays a significant part in their ability to learn and achieve. We 
therefore aim to provide an education that provides children with opportunities to explore and develop their 
own values and beliefs, spiritual awareness, high standards of personal conduct, a positive caring attitude 
towards other people, an understanding of their social and cultural traditions and an appreciation of other 
cultures. This is embedded throughout all aspects of school life. 

Each department sets suitable learning challenges, respond to pupils’ needs and overcome potential barriers 
to learning.  Pupils throughout the school will develop their spiritual, moral, social and cultural experiences by 
three themed days in the year as well as incorporating the experiences into lessons. Pupils will also be taught 
the fundamental British values of democracy, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of others.  

 Spiritual – Through helping pupils to reflect and respond emotionally and spiritually to beliefs and 
ideals.  

 Moral – Through helping pupils consider and respond to areas of morality and comparing to their own 
ideals of morality.  

 Social – Through helping pupils to develop their sense of identify and comparing their life with others.  

 Cultural – Through helping pupils to understand how other cultures developed and to consider their 
own views and opinions about them.  

 British Values – Through helping pupils gain a respect of how the Government and the law works.  

Throughout Key Stage 2, 3 and 4, pupils’ understanding of spiritual, moral, social and cultural developments 
will increase over time as well as their knowledge of British values.  

 

Wider Curriculum Offer & Cross Curricular Links 
 

The wider curriculum offer further develops the pupils experience and enhances their cultural capital.  We 

offer a comprehensive extra-curricular program incorporating a variety of subjects and activities aligned to 
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our pupils’ needs, interests and talents.  Alongside this, the school actively promotes offsite activities, trips 

and visits to maximise our pupils’ experiences and expand learning opportunities.  

It is important for all our pupils that they can recognise the key skills used in all curriculum areas. This enables 
pupils to generalise skills they have learned in one subject applying them to the next.  Where subject topics 
overlap co-ordinators will utilise this learning opportunity clearly signposting this to pupils.   

Literacy, Numeracy and ICT 

The National Curriculum documentation states that pupils should be given the opportunity to apply and 
develop their ICT capability through the use of ICT tools to support their learning in all subjects. Pupils are 
given opportunities to support their work with ICT as well as being taught essential ICT skills.  

Literacy and Numeracy support the day to day delivery of all subjects. Through the implementation of the 
National Literacy and Numeracy strategies these skills are developed in all areas.  

 

Impact 
 

Academic 

Each department provides a curriculum framework within which arrangements for assessing and recording 
pupils achievements are integral to be the learning progress. Assessment will be for a variety of purposes: 
diagnostic, formative and evaluative. It will be used as an aid to making judgements about the achievements 
of a pupil and therefore contribute to future planning. These judgements will be based on evidence from more 
than one source, such as teacher observation, class work, tests, investigation, project work, and examinations 
(where appropriate. 

Assessment will take place at three connected levels: short term, medium term, and long term. These 
assessments will be used to inform teaching in a cycle of planning, teaching and assessment.  Short term 
assessments will be an informal part of every lesson to check pupils’ understanding and gain information which 
assists in adjusting day to day lessons plans.  Medium term assessments will assess some of the ideas linked 
to the key objectives which have been covered during a half term.  Long term assessments will take place 
annually prior to a pupils’ Annual Review. A variety of assessment tests may be used according to pupils’ ability 
levels. Assessment will also be made through End of Key Stage Tests or tasks and also using external 
examinations such as AQA Units, Entry Level Certificate, GCSE, NCFEs and BTECs.  

Key Stage 1 & 2 

 Assessment in curriculum subjects is tracked using our waypost system, which is linked to the national 
curriculum assessment criteria.   

 Standardised tests are carried out to baseline and track progress through Key Stage 1 and 2. 

Test Purpose 

Single Word Reading Test 
York Assessment of Reading Comprehension 

(YARK) (GLS) 

Reading Age – primary and secondary 

Vernon Spelling Age – primary and secondary 

Sandwell Numeracy Assessment (GLS) Numeracy standardised score 

Boxall Emotional Literacy 
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 We regularly assess phonics levels of each child to ensure targeted provision and quick progress.  KS1 
phonics screening will be carried out where appropriate.   

Key Stage 2 

 Children will be entered for KS2 SATs where appropriate. 

Key Stage 3 

Students sit a number of baseline tests in order to show starting points and support the tracking of progress 

through Key Stage 3. 

Test Purpose 

CAT 4 Target Setting 

York Assessment of Reading Comprehension 
(YARK) (GLS) 

Reading Age – primary and secondary 

Vernon Spelling Age – primary and secondary 

Sandwell Numeracy Assessment (GLS) Numeracy standardised score 

Boxall Emotional Literacy 

  

These assessments help to inform the planning and delivery of the curriculum as we are able to 

differentiate the work to meet the needs of the pupils.  We also track the progress students are 

making in relation to their EHCP targets which are reviewed in 12 week reviews and all I-TAC 

meetings. 

Key Stage 4 

KS4 options run for a 2 year programme to enable accreditations to be achieved. The expectation is for all 

KS4 pupils to achieve a minimum of 5 nationally recognised accreditations including Maths, English, Science, 

ICT and an outcome related to career aspirations and an outcome demonstrating personal and social 

development. 

Pupils’ individual success will also be celebrated through the school points system, merits, certificates and 

away days. 
 

Personal Development 

Through implementing the differentiated and modified National Curriculum, based on a communication 
framework and the positive development of social skills, emotional growth and positive mental health & 
wellbeing, our curriculum is intended to:  

 Optimise the social, emotional and communication skills of all pupils.  

 Cater for the specific needs and learning difficulties of individual pupils as outlined in their EHCPs, 
providing teaching and learning opportunities at an appropriate level.  

 Engage pupils’ interests in learning.  

 Allow pupils to interact and learn from each other.  

 Allow all pupils to reach their full potential and achieve their own personal success.  

 Actively promote positive mental health and well-being. 

It is intended that through the programme of study the pupils at Queensmead House School will:  
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 Improve their social and communication skills.  

 Improve literacy and numeracy skills.  

 Develop greater levels of independence.  

 Develop resilience skills.  

 Have gained the life skills required to function more appropriately in the community.  

 Have gained accreditation to demonstrate the levels to which they have studied.  

 Have gained relevant experiences to assist their decisions about future careers.  

 Have a positive attitude towards their past present and future learning.  

 Be aware of the skills for interaction when working with others.  

 Have sufficient key skills and self – esteem to approach new situations confidently.  
 

Preparation for Adulthood 
 

All subjects promote acquisition of skills that will help prepare students for life in modern day Britain.  These 

range from personal skills such as independence needed for living through to skills needed within further 

education and the workplace.  Pupils are supported through the information and guidance process at the 

school as well as by the independent careers service employed by the school.  Gatsby benchmarking is used 

by the school to quality assure the careers program offered and to ensure that it is embedded in all curriculum 

areas.  Careers opportunities are also provided across the school whether through our external careers service 

or via our work experience program.  We aim to provide students the opportunities to practice skills needed 

in adulthood through trips and visits off-site and in-house opportunities for leadership such as the school 

counsel and leading tours with future young people.  Pupils are encouraged to take responsibility for their own 

actions and make positive choices as emphasised by our positive behaviour ethos and rewards program.   

 

 


