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 Introduction and Intent  
 

Sandwell Learning Centre is an independent school which delivers a differentiated curriculum for children and 

young people aged between 8 and 19 years who have communication, emotional, social, behavioural and 

learning difficulties. 

This specialist curriculum is tailored to our pupils’ individual needs. Throughout all subjects there is an 

underlying focus on improving key skills, social skills and aspirations for the future. 

 
This policy acknowledges the individual needs of all pupils and pupils at Sandwell Learning Centre and aims 
through differentiation to allow all pupils’ access to the curriculum within the facilities and resources available. 
Pupils requiring additional support / resources / schemes, over and above their normal specialist class 
curriculum will have an ICEP (Individual Care & Educational Plan) which will outline specific targets, strategies 
and outcomes. The necessity for an ICEP is required not only for lower achievers but also for higher achievers, 
who may require enrichment and extension activities. 

 

  Curriculum Intent  
 
 

At Sandwell, the curriculum underpins the ethos and culture of the school. Every student is unique and their 
personal development, EHCP and academic needs are at the forefront of our delivery and expectation. We will 
promote the following strands of ethical education into our curriculum (Trust, Wisdom, Kindness, Justice, 
Service, Courage, Optimism), so that our students enjoy learning, make progress, achieve, and become 
confident in leading healthy and fulfilling lives and make a positive contribution to society as responsible 
citizens. 

 
 

 Implementation  
 

Our curriculum is based on a visual pathway -an analogy of a car race whereby the driver is the student, the 

spokes of the wheels the curriculum they are following, and the road is their bespoke pathway and future 

destination. 

 

Our approach is child-centred, with high expectations for each learner with a curriculum offer after baseline 

assessments are completed that is broad, balanced and highly relevant for each young person. The 

qualification choice is based on age, aptitude and individual needs. 
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The school has three distinct phases relating to: 
 

KS2 – There is a discrete primary class. The curriculum is bespoke and child-centred. The KS2 and Nurture 
curriculum is developed around increasing and improving self-awareness, self-management, social awareness, 
relationship skills and responsible decision making. There are continual cross-curricular links to the national 
curriculum for literacy, numeracy and science. Pupils also follow the Read, Write, Inc program which provides 
a structured approach to the delivery of phonics. In numeracy, Power Maths is used to support pupils learning. 
Pupils in KS2 will work towards SATS and be supported to complete OCR Life and Living Skills Entry Level 
Awards where appropriate. 
 

 
KS 3 & 4 – There is an adapted secondary curriculum which utilises pupils’ strengths and interests to ensure 
pupils fully engage with all apsects of the national curriculum. At Key Stage 4 pupils are encouraged to study 
as wide a curriculum as possible but which prepares them for their next steps and aspirations. Community 
involvement, life skills and social skills form a crucial part of the curriculum to ensure pupils are ready for adult 
life. 

 
KS5 – for those pupils who choose to stay into KS5 there is an individualised curriculum to help prepare them 
for their next stage of life. This may involve supported access to a local college course, work experience as well 
as continuing with literacy and numeracy at an appropriate level. 

 
All pupils are given full access to the curriculum at an appropriate level. 

 
Instruction comes from a multi-professional team including a qualified teacher, speech and language therapist, 
occupational therapist and educational psychologist. 

 

 Subjects Qualifications 

KS2 English, Maths, Science, 
Drama, Design, History, 
Geography, RS, Food Tech, 
PSHE (inc RSE), 
Computing/ICT, PE 

 

KS3 English, Maths, Science, 
Drama, Design, History, 
Geography, RS, Food Tech, 
PSHE (inc RSE), 
Computing/ICT, PE, careers 

Functional Skills & Entry Level 
Arts Award 
ASDAN PSHE 
OCR Life and Living skills 
 

KS4 English, Maths, Science, 
Drama, Design, History, 
Geography, RS, Food Tech, 
PSHE (inc RSE), 
Computing/ICT, PE, careers 

Functional Skills & Entry Level qualifications 
Arts Award  
GCSE English, Maths, Science (double award), 
Geography, History, RS (short course), Food & 
nutrition, Art & Design 
ASDAN PSHE 
OCR Life and Living skills 
 

KS5 English, Maths, careers 
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 Cross-curricular links  
 

It is important for all our pupils that they can recognise the key skills used in all curriculum areas. This enables 
pupils to generalise skills they have learned in one subject applying them to the next. Where subject topics 
overlap co-ordinators will utilise this learning opportunity clearly signposting this to pupils. All subject co-
ordinators will complete their schemes including information, relative to literacy and numeracy links with their 
subject. ICT opportunities will also be utilised in all subject areas. 

 

 Wider curriculum offer  

 
The wider curriculum offer further develops the pupils experience and enhances their cultural capital. We 

offer a comprehensive extra-curricular program incorporating a variety of subjects and activities aligned to 

our pupils’ needs, interests and talents. Alongside this, the school actively promotes offsite activities, trips and 

visits to maximise our pupils’ experiences and expand learning opportunities. 

PSHE is a key component of the curriculum for all pupils. We pay particular care to teach respect for everyone, 

especially this with protected characteristics. 

 

 Literacy/Numeracy/ICT  

 
The National Curriculum documentation states that pupils should be given the opportunity to apply and 
develop their ICT capability through the use of ICT tools to support their learning in all subjects. Pupils will be 
given opportunities to support their work with ICT as well as being taught essential ICT skills. 

 
Literacy and Numeracy support the day to day delivery of all subjects. Through the implementation of the 
National Literacy and Numeracy strategies these skills are developed in all areas. 

 

 SMSC, British Values and Protected Characteristics  
 

The needs of the pupils within Sandwell Learning Centre are varied and often complex. Successful inclusion 
relies on absolute respect for the needs of the individual and attempts to give individuals the same access and 
opportunities as all other pupils wherever possible. We recognise that the personal development of pupils, 
spiritually, morally, socially and culturally plays a significant part in their ability to learn and achieve. We 
therefore aim to provide an education that provides children with opportunities to explore and develop their 
own values and beliefs, spiritual awareness, high standards of personal conduct, a positive caring attitude 
towards other people, an understanding of their social and cultural traditions and an appreciation of other 
cultures. This is embedded throughout all aspects of school life. 

 
Each department attempts to set suitable learning challenges, respond to pupils’ needs and overcome 
potential barriers to learning. Pupils throughout the school will develop their spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural experiences by themed days in the year as well as incorporating the experiences into lessons. Pupils 
will also be taught the fundamental British values of democracy, individual liberty and mutual respect and 
tolerance of others. 

 

 Spiritual – Through helping pupils to reflect and respond emotionally and spiritually to beliefs and 
ideals. 

 Moral – Through helping pupils consider and respond to areas of morality and comparing to their own 
ideals of morality. 

 Social – Through helping pupils to develop their sense of identify and comparing their life with others. 

 Cultural – Through helping pupils to understand how other cultures developed and to consider their 
own views and opinions about them. 

 British Values – Through helping pupils gain a respect of how the Government and the law works. 
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Throughout all key stages, pupils’ understanding of spiritual, moral, social and cultural developments will 
increase over time as well as their knowledge of British values. 

 
 
Protected characteristics 
The 2010 Equality Act uses the term “protected characteristics” to refer to aspects of a person’s identity. 
Treating a person less favourably because they have one or more of these characteristics would be unlawful. 
The protected characteristics are: 

 Age 

 Disability; 

 Gender reassignment 

 Marriage and civil partnership 

 Pregnancy and maternity 

 Race 

 Religion or belief 

 Sex 

 Sexual orientation 

Sandwell Learning Centre places significant emphasis on teaching respect for everyone. We utilise our SMSC/BV 
education combined with PSHE lessons, whole school themes such as anti-bullying week, our commitment to 
restorative approaches and specific key worker sessions to support education around protected characteristics, 
for our students.  

 

  Impact  

 

 Academic  
 

Each department provides a curriculum framework within which arrangements for assessing and recording 
pupils achievements are integral to be the learning progress. Assessment will be for a variety of purposes: 
diagnostic, formative and evaluative. It will be used as an aid to making judgements about the achievements 
of a pupil and therefore contribute to future planning. These judgements will be based on evidence from more 
than one source, such as teacher observation, class work, tests, investigation, project work, and examinations 
(where appropriate. 

 
Assessment will take place at three connected levels: short term, medium term, and long term. These 
assessments will be used to inform teaching in a cycle of planning, teaching and assessment. Short term 
assessments will be an informal part of every lesson to check pupils’ understanding and gain information which 
assists in adjusting day to day lessons plans. Medium term assessments will assess some of the ideas linked to 
the key objectives which have been covered during a half term. Long term assessments will take place annually 
prior to a pupils’ Annual Review. A variety of assessment tests may be used according to pupils’ ability levels. 
Assessment will also be made through End of Key Stage Tests or tasks and also using external examinations 
such as AQA Units, Entry Level Certificate, G.C.S.E and NVQ’s. 

 
KS4 options run for a 2 year programme to enable accreditations to be achieved. The expectation is for all 

KS4 pupils to achieve a minimum of 5 nationally recognised accreditations including Maths, English, Science, 

an outcome related to career aspirations and an outcome demonstrating personal and social development. 

 
Pupils’ individual success will also be celebrated through the school points system, merits, certificates and 

away days. 
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 Personal Development  
 

Through implementing the differentiated and modified National Curriculum, based on a communication 
framework and the positive development of social skills, emotional growth and positive mental health & 
wellbeing, our curriculum is intended to: 

 

 Optimise the social, emotional and communication skills of all pupils. 

 Cater for the specific needs and learning difficulties of individual pupils as outlined in their EHCPs, 
providing teaching and learning opportunities at an appropriate level. 

 Engage pupils’ interests in learning. 

 Allow pupils to interact and learn from each other. 

 Allow all pupils to reach their full potential and achieve their own personal success. 

 Actively promote positive mental health and well-being. 
 

It is intended that through the programme of study the pupils at Sandwell Learning Centre will: 
 

 Improve their social and communication skills. 

 Improve literacy and numeracy skills. 
 Develop greater levels of independence. 

 Develop resilience skills. 

 Have gained the life skills required to function more appropriately in the community. 

 Have gained accreditation to demonstrate the levels to which they have studied. 
 Have gained relevant experiences to assist their decisions about future careers. 

 Have a positive attitude towards their past present and future learning. 

 Be aware of the skills for interaction when working with others. 

 Have sufficient key skills and self – esteem to approach new situations confidently. 

 

 Preparation for Adulthood  

 
All subjects promote acquisition of skills that will help prepare students for life in modern day Britain. These 

range from personal skills such as independence needed for living through to skills needed within further 

education and the workplace. Pupils are supported through the information and guidance process at the 

school as well as by the independent careers service employed by the school. Gatsby benchmarking is used by 

the school to quality assure the careers program offered. 

 
This policy is to be considered in conjunction with the following policies and documents: 

 
Literacy policy 

Numeracy policy 

Feedback and Marking Policy 

Homework policy 

Careers Guidance policy 

PSHE policy 

PE policy 

Relationships and Sex Education policy 


