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In response to: 

DfE (2013) National Curriculum for Key Stages 1-4 

DfE (2019) 16 to 19 study programmes: guide for providers 

DfE (2019) The Independent School Standards 

 

Broadbeck Learning Centre 

Broadbeck Learning Centre offers a fully integrated therapeutic, education and care provision 
which supports pupils to realise their full potential whilst developing their social and emotional 
resilience. There are two 7 bed Children’s Homes on site which provide high quality living 
accommodation to support the education provision.  The homes are organised to support and 
extend the school day complementing the ethos of integrated high quality education, care and 
therapy.  All pupils live on site and there are strong links between education and care staff.   
 
Pupils who attend Broadbeck Learning Centre have invariably experienced disrupted education 
and care placements.  Some have limited positive experiences of education and our 
assessment processes demonstrate that the majority of pupils are working below age related 
expectations when they join us. 
  
Broadbeck Learning Centre is well-resourced and has a comprehensive range of facilities 
including ICT in every classroom, a science laboratory, food technology room, a separate dining 
area and an outside Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA). Staff are highly skilled and there is a 
professional development programme in place which includes the robust induction of any new 
staff to the school. Staff/pupil ratios are deliberately high in order to ensure pupils feel well 
supported. 
 
Roles and Responsibilities of Staff 

The teaching staff at Broadbeck Learning Centre will ensure that:  

 The curriculum is planned and devised to best suit the needs of each individual pupil, 

including those with Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) 

 The curriculum is reviewed regularly to ensure it meets the needs of all pupils 

 Topics and lessons are planned in logical sequences to ensure knowledge, 

understanding and skills are developed over time 

 The curriculum is delivered using a range of strategies to support pupils to know more 

and remember more 

 Subject teachers provide a strategic lead, support and advise colleagues, and monitor 

progress in their area through our robust evaluation process 

 The procedures for assessment are used to proactively to support the learning and 

development of the pupils and influence next steps, including identifying gaps in 

knowledge 

 

Leaders at Broadbeck Learning Centre will ensure that:  
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• Staff in the school are involved in decision-making processes that relate to the vision, 

intent and development of the curriculum  

• Regular monitoring activities are carried out to ensure that the curriculum offered is 

progressive and ensures that pupils all achieve positive outcomes 

• All teaching staff fulfil their roles and responsibilities, including the planning of lessons, 

teaching methods, use of assessment and implementation of the agreed Feedback and 

Marking Policy  

• Staff are provided with opportunities to develop strong subject knowledge as well as 

pedagogy, including through access to further training 

 

The Intent and Aims of our Curriculum 

Our over-arching aim is to offer a curriculum which provides pupils with: 

*a positive experience of learning which promotes aspirational thinking 

*the skills to keep themselves safe and healthy now and in the future 

*opportunities to develop independence, confidence and resilience as well as other positive 
personal and social skills 

*support to make a meaningful contribution to society, equipping them with the knowledge and 
cultural capital they need to succeed in life 

*academic proficiency in a range of subjects in preparation for the next stage of education, 
examination pathways and the world of work 

Our curriculum has been developed from the requirements of the National Curriculum but we 

also offer a wide range of activities to further enrich the experience and learning of the pupils.  

The school has a clear focus on the personal development, socialisation and wellbeing of each 

pupil, as well as on their academic progress. Strong role modelling, mutual respect and positive 

choices for behaviour are also part of the curriculum. Resilience of pupils is key and this is 

promoted using a growth mindset and the power of “yet”. 

Implementation 

Our curriculum is delivered using a variety of approaches and resources depending on the 

nature of the subject being taught and the needs of the pupils. The subjects we deliver at 

Broadbeck Learning Centre include: 

 

 English 

 Maths 

 Science 

 PE 
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 Music 

 History 

 Geography 

 RE 

 Computing 

 PSHE/Citizenship/Careers/RSE 

 Languages  

 Art 

 Design/Food Technology  

 

Although the curriculum is needs-led and therefore tailored to the needs of pupils, National 

Curriculum coverage is ensured through use of long-term plans. Themes/topics are revisited 

through the Key Stages to promote consolidation and progression at a deeper level. Each 

subject lead has developed a progressive long-term plan across the age ranges. Where possible 

and in order to support our pupils to remember what they learn, links are made between 

themes and topics across subject areas which is illustrated through our Curriculum Maps. As 

appropriate, pupils are directed to complete home-learning tasks which are facilitated and 

supported by our on-site care homes. 

  

Timetables are organised in a way which enable pupils to access a class-based model of 

teaching for our pupils at Key Stage 2 and for those pupils who have been identified as 

benefiting from a more nurturing approach. At Key Stages 3 and 4, timetables are organised in 

a way which enables pupils to access subject specialist teaching. Our work-related learning 

curriculum is being developed to provide older pupils with opportunities for vocational learning 

where appropriate. Every pupil accesses an individual Key Worker session which provides an 

important opportunity for a pupil to develop a relationship with a trusted adult and undertake 

some self-directed learning in a relaxed and enjoyable way. 

 

At times, some pupils need additional intervention to support them in their learning, 

addressing any gaps which have been identified through assessment on entry or over time. 

This is monitored by the SENCO, supported by the Leadership Team. Pupils with more specific needs 

are referred to the WG therapy team whose responsibility it is to provide (or direct teachers/teaching 

assistants to provide) specialist support. 

Therapeutic provision may include: 

*Speech and Language Therapy (eg. social skills groups, Lego therapy, conversation groups etc.) 

*Occupational Therapy (eg. sensory diets, gross/fine motor skill development) 

*Mental Health/Psychology Support (eg. person-centred counselling, play therapy, Zones of 

Regulation sessions). 
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The therapy team provide guidance/recommendations to staff in order to ensure that the right level 

of support and/or resources are in place to support learning/engagement in the classroom. 

Core Subjects and Reading  

The National Curriculum is taught in in Maths, English and Science and for most secondary-age 

pupils, this is delivered by subject-specialist teachers. At Key Stage 4, pupils are supported to 

access a qualification pathway that is both ambitious but also appropriate to their ability levels, 

including GCSE, Functional Skills and Entry Level.  

At Broadbeck Learning Centre, teaching pupils to read and promoting reading for pleasure are 

both integral to our curriculum. For pupils who have not yet developed initial reading skills, 

Read Write, Inc and Fresh Start are schemes used to provide focus on the explicit teaching of 

phonics to de-code, with word and sentence level work to develop comprehension. If these 

approaches do not have a positive impact for pupils, advice is taken from our Educational 

Psychologist and/or SENCO and alternative reading interventions are considered in line with a 

pupil’s individual needs. Reading skills such as skimming, scanning, continuous reading and 

close reading, are also taught explicitly in English lessons to develop fluency and efficiency, as 

well as other areas of the curriculum. 

Foundation Subjects 

The National Curriculum is taught in all Foundation subjects with literacy, numeracy, ICT and 

other cross-curricular links embedded wherever possible. Pupils are given the opportunity to 

select options for Key Stage 4, so that they can pursue accreditation or qualifications in subjects 

linked to their preferences, interests and career pathways. This may include those subjects 

related to Humanities, Creativity/Arts, Technology, Languages and Vocational Learning.  

Physical Education 

All pupils access PE lessons at Broadbeck Learning Centre with physical well-being being seen 

as a priority. Lessons mostly take place on the Multi-Use Games Area but some may also take 

place off-site eg. swimming, local gym etc. 

PSHE, Citizenship and Careers Education 

All pupils access PSHE and Citizenship at Broadbeck Learning Centre and this aims to be needs-

led whilst gaining coverage across three core themes:  

1. Health and wellbeing 

2. Relationships (including RSE which will be statutory from September 2020) 

3. Living in the wider world (including SMSC, Economic wellbeing, Careers Education and 

Citizenship).  

There is a focus at all Key Stages on the development of skills and attributes such as resilience, 

self-esteem, risk-management, teamworking and critical thinking. Pupils will be prepared to 

take their place in society as responsible citizens, learn to manage their money well and make 

sound financial decisions. They will learn how to keep themselves safe and well. The core 
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themes will be underpinned by the various aspects of Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural 

(SMSC) Education along with Fundamental British Values. 

 

Social, Moral, Spiritual, Cultural (SMSC) Education, British Values and Protected Characteristics 

At Broadbeck Learning Centre, we provide an education that provides pupils with opportunities 

to explore and develop their own moral values and beliefs, spiritual awareness, high standards 

of personal behaviour, a positive caring attitude towards other people, an understanding of 

their social and cultural traditions and an appreciation of the diversity and richness of other 

cultures. Throughout the curriculum, we encourage pupils to respect the fundamental British 

values of democracy, the rule of the law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance 

of those with different faiths and beliefs. As part of the wider SMSC curriculum, pupils are 

encouraged to act responsibly and work to support their own and the wider community. Work 

is carried out on the development of pupils understanding of services such as the prison 

service, for example. Pupils are also supported to understand democracy in society. 

 

British values are promoted in so much of what we do, not least during our school assemblies, 

Religious Education and in PSHE. Modern British values are integral to our curriculum aims and 

underpin our daily school lives. As well as actively promoting British values in school, the 

opposite also applies: we would actively challenge pupils, staff or professionals expressing 

opinions contrary to fundamental British values, including ‘extremist’ views. 

  

We remain conscious that across our curriculum we should remain within the guidelines of 

protected characteristics as defined in The Equality Act 2010. Our curriculum promotes respect 

and a culture of tolerance and diversity, and this is firmly embedded. The impact of teaching 

related to the protected characteristics, British Values and SMSC activities are all tracked using 

SMSC Gridmaker. 

 

Enrichment activities and Learning Outside of the Classroom: 

 

Pupils have access to a range of planned enrichment activities. These are likely to change in 

line with pupil interests and subject topics being taught throughout the year, but may include: 

 

 Textiles/sewing/crafts 

 Climbing/Watersports 

 Horticulture 

 Horse-riding 

 Woodland activities 

 Lego Creativity 

 Boxing 

 Aerobics 
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 Circuits and General Fitness 

 Topic related visits eg Science and Industry Museum/theatre visits 

 Visits to local landmarks/places of interest 

 

Post 16 Vision 

 

At Post 16, pupils who remain on our roll will access an enhanced PSHE, Life Skills and Work-

Related Learning Curriculum in order to support preparation for adulthood, along with 

specialist or vocational learning at a progressive level and in line with pupil interests. These 

courses would be offered on-site if possible to do so, or as part of a bespoke package with a 

link FE college. There is a national requirement for pupils who do not achieve a Level 4-5 GCSE 

in Maths and English to continue to work towards this as part of their Post 16 Programme of 

Study. Therefore, continued study in these subjects would be a core part of our offer for those 

pupils at the appropriate level/course. Pupils who achieve a Level 4-5 GCSE English and Maths 

may wish to pursue a more advanced level at Post 16 and would be supported to do wherever 

possible (eg. Level 3 qualifications). 

 

Impact and Assessment 

 

The impact of our curriculum is evidenced by the work that the pupils produce, their 

progression over time and how well prepared our pupils are for the next stage of their 

education. Assessment is an integral part of our approach to teaching and learning and 

teachers undertake this regularly (see separate Assessment Policy and Feedback and Marking 

Policy). Pupil outcomes are tracked in terms of attainment of key concepts and ideas using our 

internal assessment system, known as Wayposts. Wherever possible, we will enter our KS2 

pupils to sit external tests (KS2 SATs). However, due to the gaps in learning that some of our 

pupils have previously experienced, some pupils may not be yet able to achieve the national 

expected standard in their tests.. If it is deemed not to be appropriate for a pupil to participate 

in the SATs, parents/carers will be notified in writing. As our cohort develops, our expectation 

is that all KS4 and Post 16 pupils will achieve externally recognised qualifications and 

accreditation which are both ambitious and reflective of their abilities. 

 

We recognise that we may never fully see the long-term impact of our curriculum on a pupil’s 

personal development, however, through our strong links with our on-site care homes and 

liaison with external professionals, we make every attempt to find out the wider impact whilst 

a pupil remains on our roll. 

 

 

 

 


