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REMOTE LEARNING POLICY & PLAN 

 

1. Statement and Vision  

 

Lakeside School has a remote learning policy in order to provide continuity of learning during acute, 
chronic or enforced phases of absence from the school. This policy has been written in line with the 
DfE: ‘Template for schools: share information about your remote education’. It includes information 
about what the school will deliver in the specific circumstances during the covid-19 pandemic in 
addition to that delivered during other absences. 
 
Acute absence could be for: 

 Any ill-health that keeps the pupil from attending school that lasts longer than 6 days but less 
than half a term. (after which a review meeting would be held to ascertain the next steps 
forward for the pupil) 

 Short but frequent absences due to emotionally based school avoidance (EBSA) 

 Transport issues that last more than 6 days 
 
Chronic absence could be for: 

 Long term mental health difficulties or emotionally based school avoidance 

 Long term physical ill-health 
 
Enforced absences: 
UK Government enforcing social distancing measure during the COVID-19 pandemic 

  7 or 14 day self-isolating cases 

 Extended self-isolating cases due to being part of a vulnerable group as identified by Public 
Health England. 

 Forced school closures 
 

Other circumstances that could utilise this remote policy will be added as they emerge. It could for 
instance be used in regard of temporary absences for reasons other than above, when the pupil is first 
admitted to the setting, e.g. for induction when a pupil has been out of school for a long period of 
time prior to admission, or when a crisis happens within the home circumstances that means that 
pupils are unable to access the school site for a period of time. Whilst the school want all pupils to 
attend in person, it is recognised that some parents feel their child should remain at home due to 
“national lockdown.” The school will implement this plan for those pupils too, ensuring they inform 
the local authority of the pupils absence despite Government advice that it is safe to be in school. 
 
Our aim when implementing this policy is to ensure that pupils receive an effective learning 
opportunity which is monitored, assessed and evaluated in order to ensure the outcomes for each 
pupil are accurate and appropriate at all stages during when accessing this remote learning policy. 
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2. Implementation of this policy 

 

Lakeside School consider Attendance, Curriculum, GDPR, Monitoring, Marking, Safeguarding and 

Welfare of staff & pupils as key strategies when ensuring this policy is implemented affectively. 

A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our standard approach, 

while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote teaching. 

Remote learning will be a combination of the following, discussed with parents/carers prior to 

implementation, considering the needs of the individual child: 

 live teaching (online lessons) 

 recorded teaching (e.g. video/audio recordings made by teachers) 

 printed paper packs produced by teachers (e.g. workbooks, worksheets) 

 textbooks and reading books pupils have at home 

 commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects or areas, 
including video clips or sequences 

 long-term project work and/or internet research activities  

 daily challenges 

 

For those who cannot access digital or online learning at home, the school will provide hard copies of 

learning materials, and will deliver/collect from home at a pre-agreed time. The school will facilitate 

access to online materials if at all possible, and this will be discussed with the parent/carer. 

The combination of tasks and the recording of work etc. will be discussed with parents prior to 

implementation. The school recognises that the ability of parents to support with work is limited by a 

range of factors, and we need families to be comfortable with what is asked. The school will agree 

with the parents/carers how best to support the pupil, so that they receive the best education possible 

whilst they are learning remotely. Engagement with remote learning will be checked by teachers on a 

weekly basis (as a mimimum), and where engagement is a cause for concern, this will be discussed 

with parents/carers, to see if there are different strategies that can be employed. Feedback will be 

given as agreed with parents, at least weekly. Where a pupil is self-isolating, the school will align the 

work as much as possible to the rest of the group. 

 

3. Attendance 

 

Codes for different circumstances 

I – Ill health including mental health / EBSA 

C – e.g., Transport 

Y – school closed to pupils / enforced self-isolation 
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X – DfE code used in coronavirus period 

O – Unauthorised absence where EBSA not identified as an acceptable reason 

 

Class teachers/senior leaders will make contact each morning to verify attendance and that 

attendance code will apply for both morning and afternoon sessions.  

During COVID-19 the DfE have released specific attendance monitoring and Lakeside School will 

adhere to this latest guidance. 

 

 

4. Curriculum 

 

Lakeside School endeavours to ensure that the remote learning provision matches the on-site 
curriculum as closely as possible and is as relevant as possible. This is to ensure those pupils accessing 
remote learning remain on track with their peers still attending school regularly. This is imperative to 
ensuring gaps in learning do not widen and also to maintain our ethos of inclusion. The curriculum 
provided for remote learning will adhere to the national curriculum expectations where appropriate 
and an adapted curriculum provided in other circumstances. This will include: English, including 
reading, maths, science, physical education and creative learning.  
 
The daily timetable for remote learning will match as closely as possible the on-site timetable so that 
the pupil still feel part of the classroom.  
 
Lakeside School have provided a comprehensive list of online learning resources and platforms to 
parents and carers and the teachers will include reference to these links when they provide plans for 
those remote pupils.  
 
 
Lakeside School will provide individual resource packs for remote pupils which will include stationary 
to ensure they are able to complete non-digital work too. An audit of digital access for each remote 
pupil will be maintained to ascertain the proportion of digital and non-digital learning that will be 
provided. Regular digital capability updates will be carried out to ensure pupils remain able to access 
the varied digital resources that are made available.  
 
Remote learning will be provided on average, for primary aged pupils, for 3 hours a day, and for 
secondary pupils, for 4 hours or more a day, depending on their individual needs.   
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5. GDPR 

 

Lakeside School will ensure any use of online learning tools and systems is in line with privacy and data 

protection/GDPR requirements. 

 

6. Monitoring, marking & assessment 

 

Lakeside School teachers will use a range of reflective practices to check learning has taken place and 
amend the learning outcomes as part of assessment for learning practices. We will also provide 
summative and formative assessments of learning via regular contact with families to monitor 
accessibility and participation and to identify any barriers the pupils are facing. Marking of completed 
work that is returned will follow the school policy, assessment for learning conversations will be held 
with the pupils through an appropriate medium such as email or telephone. Online assessments will 
be delivered as appropriate. Assessment updates will be added to our WG Waypost recording system, 
and half term reports produced to record progress towards any remote learning outcomes that have 
been identified. Acute absences will mean interventions will be identified to boost their learning on 
their return. 
 
Where extreme differentiation is required due to absence of learning resources or when remote 
learning causes extreme anxiety an alternative programme of activities can be provided and 
monitored in a more personalised way. Learning outcomes for these pupils will be recorded and 
monitored. 
 
Teachers will provide a weekly log of remote learning outcomes achieved and senior leaders will 
analyse and interpret this data in order to ensure gaps don’t widen and that effective remote learning 
monitoring is being implemented.  
 
During enforced school closures such as during COVID-19 whereby SATS and examinations are 
withdrawn pupils will continue following their programme of study so they are not disadvantaged 
when or if the examination series reopens. 
 
 

7. Safeguarding 

 

Safeguarding is a crucial aspect of provision for our pupils, and we will ensure that pupils and parents 

are contacted regularly, and an individual risk assessment identifies and addresses any safeguarding 

concerns.  

Lakeside School has written an addendum Safeguarding Policy which has been implemented during 

the COVID-19 pandemic and the school will be adhering to this policy. This policy is available on the 

school’s website. 

The government currently defines vulnerable children as those who have a social worker and those 

children and young people up to the age of 25 with education, health and care (EHC) plans. Children 

who have a social worker include children who have a child protection plan and those who are looked 

after by the local authority are also covered. A child may also be deemed to be vulnerable, if they have 

been assessed as being in need or otherwise meet the definition in section 17 of the Children Act 1989. 
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Those with an EHC plan will be risk-assessed, in consultation with the local authority (LA) and parents, 

to decide whether they need to continue to be offered a school place in order to meet their needs, or 

whether they can safely have their needs met at home. This could include, if necessary, education 

staff, pastoral care staff, therapists or clinicians visiting the home or making contact virtually to 

provide any essential services. Many pupils with EHC plans can safely remain at home. 

During enforced absences the DfE have issued attendance and safeguarding updates and the school 

will adhere to these measures. 

The DSL will remain the key point of contact for all matters relating to safeguarding and attendance.  

Lakeside School is committed to ensuring the safety and wellbeing of all its pupils. The Designated 

Safeguarding Lead will ensure that a robust communication plan is in place for each pupil, their 

parent(s)/carer(s) and the allocated social worker or placing authority.   

A daily register will be completed and shared with the senior leadership team as well as senior leaders 

and Directors of the Witherslack Group. 

A revised copy of e-safety guidance for parents and pupils will be sent home to support pupils and 

their families whilst their access to digital devices will be increased during phases when they are 

accessing remote learning. 

During virtual learning experiences there are additional safeguarding measure to consider, especially 

where webcams are involved: 

• Unless specifically agreed with the headteacher / senior staff, pupils will not be taught alone unless 

a TA is also present. 

• Where one to one teaching is necessary, this will only be with the explicit written consent of the 

headteacher, pupil and parent(s).  

• The DSL, head of department and / or other senior staff must be able to join any virtual lesson at 

any point.    

• Staff and pupils must wear suitable clothing (no pyjamas or dressing gowns for example) as should 

anyone else in the household they may be present/visible online.  

• Any computers used should be in appropriate areas, for example, not in bedrooms; and the 

background should be blurred or hidden.  

• The live class will be recorded so that if any concerns were to arise, the video can be reviewed.  

• Live classes should be kept to a reasonable length of time, or the streaming may prevent the family 

‘getting on’ with their day.  

• Language must be professional and appropriate, including any family members in the background.  

• Staff must only use platforms agreed with senior leaders and the IT / network manager to 

communicate with pupils  
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• Staff will record the length, time, date and attendance of any sessions held. 

8. Platforms and Resources  

 

The school will use the following resources/platforms to provide remote learning:  

 

MICROSOFT TEAMS 

WEBEX 

Appendix 1: REMOTE LEARNING LINKS & RESOURCES WE MAY USE 

Free resources for KS1 and KS2 children created by PlanBee 

Times Tables Rock Stars (ttrockstars.com) 
 
ActiveLearn: Login (activelearnprimary.co.uk) 
 
Spelling Shed - Spelling Shed - Spelling game for school and home 
 
MathShed - Mathematics game for school and home 
 
Home - THE LITERACY SHED 
 
www.pobble365.com 
 
Primary Resources  
 
www.studyladder.co.uk 
 
BBC Bitesize 
 
www.twinkl.co.uk 
 
www.studyladder.co.uk 
 
Kahoot! | Learning games | Make learning awesome! 
 
 
OTHER PRIMARY RESOURCES OF NOTE 
 
The Body Coach TV - YouTube – Daily PE lessons 
 
www.sumdog.com/en/ - Personalised Maths 7 Spelling Practice  
 
Cool Math Games - Free Online Math Games, Cool Puzzles, and More 
 
ICT Games – ICT Based Fun Learning Games 
 
World Games - World Geography Games Online 
 

https://planbee.com/collections/free-teaching-resources/free-resources_freebees
https://ttrockstars.com/
https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login?c=0
https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/
https://www.mathshed.com/en-gb/
https://www.literacyshed.com/home.html
http://www.pobble365.com/
http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/
http://www.studyladder.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.twinkl.co.uk/
http://www.studyladder.co.uk/
https://kahoot.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAxW1XT0iEJo0TYlRfn6rYQ
http://www.sumdog.com/en/
https://www.coolmathgames.com/
http://www.ictgames.com/index.html
https://world-geography-games.com/world.html
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The Scouts – Multi DT & ART Activities 
 
Science Kids – Science Lessons and Activities 
 
Fun English Games – Learning Games for Literacy 
 
Crickweb - Free Interactive Teaching Resources for Key Stage 1 & 2 
 
 
 
 
  

 

https://www.scouts.org.uk/the-great-indoors
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/
http://www.funenglishgames.com/
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/

