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Introduction 

The curriculum at Oakwood embraces all that is learned through school, whether in lessons or as part 

of informal learning within and beyond the school day. It includes not only the requirements of the 

National Curriculum but also the wide range of activities that the school provides in order to enrich 

the experience and learning of the children. What the children learn from the way they are treated 

and expected to behave is also part of the curriculum. The school has a clear focus on the personal 

development and wellbeing of each child, as well as on their academic progress.  Each pupil has access 

to a truly bespoke curriculum in which they play an active role in deciding.  The school utilises LEGO 

education throughout its curriculum to engage students in creative thinking and bring to the fore 

transferable skills in education. 

At Oakwood Learning Centre, we aim to teach our students how to grow into positive, responsible 

people who can work and co-operate with others while developing their knowledge and skills, so that 

they achieve their full potential.  Students at Oakwood access a wide curriculum tailored to each 

student’s specific areas of need.  The curriculum within Oakwood Learning Centre precludes the 

promotion of partisan political views in the teaching of any subject.  

Teaching for Learning 

At Oakwood Learning Centre we encourage student’s enthusiasm for learning through high quality 

teaching in an environment where their achievements and excellence are valued and celebrated. The 

Teaching and Learning Policy is central to the creative teaching practice in the school. It aims to 

enhance children’s learning by supporting teachers in their use of a whole range of strategies and key 

techniques – it is about how teachers teach effectively and how children learn best, with a clear focus 

on individual learning styles and problem-solving. 

Implementation 

The curriculum at Oakwood is broad and balanced, providing a wide range of knowledge, skills and 

experiences, giving each subject sufficient time to contribute to the student’s learning. Effective 

planning and preparation is central to the effective delivery of the curriculum. The teachers in 

Oakwood start by baselining students to find out previous knowledge and experiences and use this 

information, together with the key skills required in each subject by the National Curriculum, to inform 

their planning, delivery and evaluation of their subjects. The main emphasis of planning in the school 

is to make the curriculum relevant to the child’s learning by making explicit cross-curricular links. 

Role and responsibilities of the teaching staff 

The teaching staff in Oakwood will ensure that: 

 The curriculum is planned and devised to best suit the needs of individual students. 

 The curriculum is delivered and evaluated effectively 

 The curriculum is delivered with due regard to the individual needs of each pupil, particularly 

those with special educational needs, and gifted and talented children, and differentiated as 

appropriate 

 Subject teachers provide a strategic lead, support and advise colleagues, and monitor progress 

in their area 
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 The procedures for assessment meet all group requirements and are used to proactively 

support the learning and development of the students 

 There is equality of access to the whole curriculum 

 

Role and responsibilities of the senior leadership team (SLT) 

The SLT will ensure that: 

 Staff in the school are involved in decision-making processes that relate to the breadth and 

balance of the curriculum, including the School Improvement Plan 

 School policies and procedures  are reviewed at appropriate intervals 

 The curriculum offered is suitable, appropriate and rewarding for students 

 All teaching staff fulfil their roles and responsibilities  

Subjects offered at Oakwood include: 

 Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 Key Stage 3 Key Stage 4 

Core Subjects 
English     

Mathematics     
Science     

Foundation Subjects 

Art & Design     

Citizenship     

Computing     

Design & Technology     

Languages     

Geography     

History     

Music     

Physical Education (PE)     
Vocational studies including 
specific College courses 

    

Other statutory subjects 
Religious Education (RE)     

Sex & relationship Education     

Personal Social & Health 
Education (PSHE) 

    

Careers Education Information 
and Guidance (CEIAG) 

    

 

Oakwood specialises in the development and implementation of novel teaching strategies and 

curriculum and uses Lego education to help strengthen and develop awareness and knowledge in a 

range of subjects. 
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Oakwood Core and Foundation 

Core Subjects Weekly Teaching 
sessions 

Foundation Subjects Weekly Teaching 
sessions 

English 4 Art 2 

Mathematics 4 Music* 2 

Science 3 Food and Design 
Technology 

2 

Computing and 
Robotics 

3 PE, Health studies  
and Outdoor 
Education 

3 

MFL*/PSHE 
 

2 Vocational Studies 2.5 + (depending on 
pupil and course 

requirements)  
 

 

Within Oakwood Learning Centre we structure the timetable carefully so that all students receive 

ample educational time with the added flexibility of targeting specific educational, social and mental 

health interventions to allow for sustained and rapid progress for each individual student.   

*For any pupil who expresses a desire to study MFL and/or Music this will be sourced and delivered 

on an individual basis.   

Oakwood Learning Centre includes a wide range of arts, music and multi-cultural experiences 

throughout its bespoke individual curriculum. 

All subject provided at Oakwood Learning Centre provide students with nationally recognised 

accreditation (see appendix 1)  

Benefits of LEGO Education to pupils in Oakwood 

Oakwood Learning Centre utilises the benefits of LEGO Education within its curriculum to enable 

students to be active, creative and collaborative and to solve a range of issues and problems they are 

presented with.  Students are presented with a challenge or open-ended task that they must find a 

solution to. The teacher encourages students to ask questions and explore ideas around the task 

before they get started.  

Construct 

Students will then use their ideas to construct the answers to the problems faced.  The learning takes 
place with students actively constructing artefacts in the learning environment but simultaneously 
constructing knowledge in their minds. Constructing with others and vocalising their ideas 
collaboratively extends this learning even further.  Once students have constructed they are 
encouraged to review and question their own learning. 

Contemplate 

Students are given the opportunity to consider what they have learned and to talk about and share 
insights they have gained during the task.   In the contemplate phase everyone is encouraged to ask 
facilitating questions about the process and learning so far.  Students focus on not only what they 
learnt but how they have learnt throughout the process. 
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Continue 

Every LEGO task used by Oakwood staff builds on prior knowledge and experiences and is designed to 
keep the learner in ‘a state of flow’ which is maintains an optimal state of intrinsic motivation, with 
students  fully immersed in what he or she is doing. 

 

At Oakwood we use LEGO Education as tool to develop students understanding of the modern world 
around them.  Students explore a range of topics through the use of LEGO Education including 
computing and programming, self-expressions, self-awareness and English. 

 

Extra-curricular activities 

Students have access to a range of extra –curricular activities including; 

 Intervention lessons in each subject offered within Oakwood Learning Centre 

 Developmental lessons in each subject to heighten learning across the curriculum 

 Robotics and Computing  

 Boxing  

 Cookery  

 Mountain Climbing and outdoor pursuits 

 Horticulture  

 Art 

Education within Oakwood Learning Centre is underpinned by our Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural 
policy.  This policy outlines how we provide an education that provides each  student with the 
opportunity to explore and develop their own moral values and beliefs, spiritual awareness, high 
standards of personal behaviour, a positive caring attitude towards other people, an understanding 
of their social and cultural traditions and an appreciation of the diversity and richness of other 
cultures.  At Oakwood we understand the key role this plays in allowing students to achieve and 
develop both academically and socially.  These key concepts will be promoted throughout the 
curriculum and in all aspects of school life in Oakwood. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 6  POL-SCH-OLC-00717-v1-0920 

 

Appendix 1. 

Oakwood Curriculum planning  

 

Maths 

KS2 KS3 
 

KS4 
 

Abacus active 
learn 

Pearson Education KS3 Maths Progress 
𝜋 (𝐿𝑜𝑤𝑒𝑟 𝑎𝑏𝑖𝑙𝑖𝑡𝑦)𝑎𝑛𝑑 𝜃 (𝐻𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑒𝑟 𝑎𝑏𝑖𝑙𝑖𝑡𝑦) 
 

Lower ability  
 Edexcel entry level 

1-3 
 

Abacus active 
learn 

AQA My Maths Mid ability  
 AQA Functional 

skills Level  
 AQA GCSE 

Mathematics 
 AQA Free Standing 

Mathematics 
Qualifications 
(FSMQ) 

Abacus active 
learn 

AQA My Maths  
Higher ability   

 AQA GCSE 
Mathematics 

 
 

English 

KS2 KS3 
 

KS4 
 

Hamilton Trust  
Lexia Core 5 
Literacy Shed 
Twinkle 
Plan B 

OUP Ignite 1/2/3 + 
Kerboodle 

Lower ability   
 WJEC Entry Level English 

(Reading/Writing/S&L) 
 AQA Unit Award Scheme 
 Step up to English Bronze 

Hamilton Trust  
Lexia Core 5 
Literacy Shed 
Twinkle 
Plan B 
 

Literacy-Read write 
Inc/lexia 

Mid ability  
 WJEC Functional skills Level 

1-2 (Reading/writing/S&L) 
 AQA GCSE English 

Literature 
 AQA English Language  
 Step up to English Silver 
 Step up to English Gold 
  

Hamilton Trust  
Lexia Core 5 
Literacy Shed 

Novel Studies (Boy in 
striped pyjamas, warhorse, 
Holes, Storm, Catchers) 

 
Higher ability   
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Twinkle 
Plan B 

 WJEC GCSE English 
(Reading/writing) 

 AQA GCSE English 
Literature 

 AQA English Language 
 Step up to English Gold 

 
 Smart English-SOW 

Survival and war, gothic 
horror,  

 

 

Science 

KS2 KS3 
 

KS4 
 

Hamilton Trust 
Plan B 
Twinkle 

Oxford University press-
Activate science  + Kerboodle 

Lower ability   
 OCR Entry Level 1-3 
 AQA Entry Level Science 
 AQA Unit Award Scheme 
 ASDAN Science short 

course 
Hamilton Trust 
Plan B 
Twinkle 

Upd8 Wikid Science 
(Contextualised study) 

Mid ability  
 WJEC Level 1/2 Applied 

Science  
 AQA GCSE Synergy 

Science 
 BTEC Land and 

Environmental Studies 
 STEM Technical award 
 ASDAN Science short 

course 
 

Hamilton Trust 
Plan B 
Twinkle 

 Higher ability   
 AQA GCSE Synergy 

Science 
 AQA 20th Century 

Science 
 AQA GCSE Individual 

Science   
 

Food Technology 

KS2 KS3 
 

KS4 
 

Introduction to kitchen 
and cooking skills  

Cooking & Nutrition  
 

All  ability Levels-  
 BTEC Level 1/2 Jamie’s 

Home Cooking skills 
 GCSE Food Technology 
 BTEC Hospitality and 

Catering 
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 Children’s food trust-“let’s 

get cooking” 
 

 

 

 

Humanities and MFL 

KS2 KS3 
 

KS4 
 

Hamilton Trust 
Plan B 

Chalkface Citizenship and 
PSHE Projects  
AQA History  
Inhouse RE and Geography 
programme 
Zoom Espanyol and 
outsourced language 
instructors 

Lower/Mid Ability  
 ASDAN COPE/AOPE 
 OCR Entry Level History 

 Entry Level Spanish (+ 
other languages as 
appropriate) 

  Higher Ability  
 AQA GCSE Humanities  
 AQA GCSE History 
 AQA GCSE Geography 
 GCSE Spanish  (+ other 

languages as appropriate) 
 Entry Level 

Swedish/Japanese 
 

Health studies, PE and Outdoor education. 

KS2 KS3 
 

KS4 
 

Hamilton Trust 
Plan B 

Creative education PE  
Health and Fitness Studies 
In house developed PE 
Programme 

All Ability ranges- 
 Edexcel Level 1/2 (and 

short course) GCSE Physical 
education 

 Health and Nutrition 

 Outdoor education 
DofE 

 National Indoor Bouldering 
Award Scheme (NIBAS) 

 National Climbing 
Bouldering Award Scheme 
(NICAS) 

 Mountain Bike Courses 
 BCU 1-4 Star Paddle sports 
 Mountaineering /walking 

and navigation courses  
 Duke of Edinburgh Award   
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Life Skills 

KS2 KS3 
 

KS4 
 

Hamilton Trust 
Plan B 
Twinkle 

In House course delivered All Ability ranges 
 Barclays bank life skills 

programme 
 Asdan COPE/AOPE  

 
 

 Music 

KS2 KS3 
 

KS4 
 

Introduction to music, 
drama and performing 
arts 
 

Introduction to music, 
drama and performing arts 
 

All Ability ranges- 
 AQA GCSE Drama and 

Dance + short course 
Level 1 and 2 

 Accredited Music courses 
relevant to each student 

 
 

Art 

KS2 KS3 
 

KS4 
 

Hamilton Trust 
Twinkle 

Expanding art skills –in-
house designed curriculum  
 

Lower ability   
 AQA Art and Design 

Entry Level 

  Higher/Mid ability  
 AQA GCSE level 1/2 Art 
 AQA Art and Design-

Photography 
 AQA Design Technology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 10  POL-SCH-OLC-00717-v1-0920 

 

Vocational Studies 

KS3 
 

KS4 
 

Design Technology 
Food Technology 
 

Lower ability   
 AQA Unit award in Design 

Technology 
 AQA Entry Level design Technology 
 Jamie Oliver cooking skills 

 Higher/Mid ability  
 VTCT Beauty Therapy 
 C&G Diploma in Hairdressing  
 C&G Diploma in Carpentry and 

Joinery 
 C&G Diploma in Health care and 

young people 
 BTEC Cooking skills 

 

Accreditation Checklist  
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Example Timetable 

 


