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Introduction and Intent 
 

The Eaves Learning Centre is an independent school which delivers a differentiated 

curriculum for children and young people aged between 8 and 19 years who have 

communication, emotional, social, behavioural and learning difficulties. Our school motto ‘Be 

Ambitious’ is at the heart of our curriculum. At The Eaves Learning Centre we aim to provide 

an education for all children, that allows them to reach their full potential and to become 

responsible, respectful individuals within the wider working world.  At The Eaves Learning 

Centre, the curriculum underpins the ethos of the school and provides the context within which 

our pupils are given the opportunity to achieve well.   

Intent 

‘We intend to ensure that pupils’ personal development, EHCP and academic needs are 

addressed fully and that they are given opportunities to prepare successfully  for adulthood by 

engaging successfully in an ambitious, highly personalised curriculum offer. We aim for pupils 

to become successful learners, achieving their full potential, to lead healthy fulfilling lives and 

contribute positively to society. Underpinning our intent are some key fundamental principles 

that are aligned to Olympiasm and global citizenship which inspires us a school community to 

‘Be Ambitious’ for all our young people. This is reflected in our classes being named after 

Olympians – outstanding role models, our rewards system based on Olympic qualities and our 

motto, ‘Be ambitious’ underpinning all that we do as a school community. Furthermore, our 

thematic curriculum offer will offer stretch and challenge for pupils no matter their starting 

points.  We believe there is no limit to what a child can achieve given support and challenge. 

So we encourage every student to strive for the highest standards;  as an athlete, aim to 

improve on their previous best;  try something new; and above all, to be ambitious.’  

‘Be Ambitious’ inspires our pupils. It urges them to stretch themselves that little bit further. To 

be relentlessly optimistic.  Like any Olympic athlete, we believe that pupils should aim to 

improve on their previous best through practicing and mastering new skills, knowledge and 

understanding.  In essence, to be the best that they can be. And beyond that to make a 

difference, to be better citizens, throughout our world. Our curriculum offer will support these 

attributes. 

Ambition can take them anywhere. It’s transformational. It’s what makes the extraordinary 

possible. But it’s only the spark. It takes passion, determination, and commitment to make it a 

reality. It takes creativity and innovation. It takes resilience and courage. It takes confidence. 

That’s why our teachers nurture these essential skills in our ambitious curriculm  through 

personalised learning for each child. We build on each student’s individual strengths and 

passions. We create challenge in every lesson and every activity so that they continuously 

grow and learn. We offer unique experiences to open new opportunities. 

We offer an individualised and inspirational curriculum which reflect all pupil's interests and 

talents. Through our thematic curriculum we develop the essential knowledge, skills and 

understanding, supported by the national curriculum, which form the building blocks for 

success. Our thematic curriculum goes beyond the experience of the classroom to provide a 

holistic approach to education and wellbeing. Enrichment opportunities develop the pupil’s 

cultural capital and support progress in all aspects of their development. 
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At The Eaves Learning Centre we cater to Key Stages 2-5, with varying academic abilities.  In 

all cases the curriculum offer devised for groups or individuals aims to:  

 Be relevant and meaningful. Pupils are motivated to inquire about the world around 

them, thinking creatively to solve problems. 

 Take into account individual learning and communication styles. 

 Be structured to encourage and facilitate independent learning. Where Pupils will be 

reflective not only in their behavior, but how they can improve their academic 

achievements. 

 Encourage the development of personal self-management and advocacy skills. 

 Prepare the Pupils for adulthood, where they have the ability to be resilient in facing 

life’s challenges.  

 

Our curriculum aims to provide an inspirational education, where pupils are interested in the 

world around them and want to enjoy and participate in life long learning. In order for our Pupils 

to be successful personally, we intend to nurture and teach Pupils how to develop key qualities 

that are necessary for this: 

 Independence – to be able to ask for support when needed, but also to work unaided 

where they can. 

 Inquiring mind – to be interested in the world around them and how this may impact 

on themselves and others. 

 Resilience – to be able to withstand the emotional challenges they encounter now and 

in the future. 

 Creative thinking – to think creatively to resolve problems, academically and 

personally. 

 Self-management – to be able to oganise themselves, so that this practice is continued 

in to adulthood. 

 Determination – to not be defeated by lifes challenges, but to keep working towards 

their personal goals for the future. 

 Reflection – to be able to accept their mistakes and to learn from these mistakes. 

 Personal Goals – Setting goals and having a ‘mindset’ of continuous improvement. 

 

Staff at The Eaves Learning Centre will ensure that: 

 The thematic curriculum at The Eaves Learning Centre is tailored to meet individual 

needs, interests and Educational, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs).  

 Take account of national expectations and initiatives. 

 The thematic curriculum is reviewed regularly to ensure it meets the needs of all Pupils. 

 The thematic curriculum is planned sequentially within subjects and across subjects to 

maximise contextual learning over time. 

 Maximises opportunities by delivering complementary experiences. 

 Promotes equality, regardless of race, religions, sex, sexual orientation, age and 

disability. 

 Progress is monitored through assessment and this is used to inform future planning 

and teaching, addressing pupils’ gaps in knowledge. 

 Pupils are prepared for leaving formal education with a variety of life skills.  
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Senior Leaders at The Eaves Learning Centre will ensure that: 

 Staff in the school are involved in decision-making processes that relate to the intent, 

implementation, and impact development of the curriculum  

 Regular monitoring activities are carried out to ensure that the curriculum offered is 

progressive and ensures that Pupils all achieve positive outcomes.  

 All teaching staff fulfil their roles and responsibilities, including the planning of lessons, 

implementation of varied and engaging teaching methods, use of assessment and 

implementation of the agreed Feedback and Marking Policy.   

 Staff are provided with opportunities to develop strong subject knowledge as well as 

pedagogy, including through access to further training.  

 

Implementation: 

The thematic curriculum model at The Eaves Learning Centre has three strands.  These 

strands have been developed with pupil progress at the forefront of our work: 

 Academic achievement – Pupils have the opportunity to achieve national 

qualifications in line with their peers. Lessons will provide opportunities for 

Pupils think in a creative manner to solve problems. Often this requires Pupils 

to show determination to keep trying and reflecting on their work in order to 

achieve academic success. 

 Personal development – Pupils are encouraged to have aspirations for their 

future and staff will be supporting Pupils to achieve their goals, however small 

or large. Pupils will learn how to be resilient in the face of setbacks, through our 

therapeutic approach. 

 Preparation for adulthood  - Pupils will learn many skills in preparation for 

adulthood; from cooking, to choosing a career pathway, to learning what a 

positive relationship is and what it means to be part of this. Pupils will learn how 

to work independently and as part of a team, a much needed employability skill. 

At Key Stages 1-4 Pupils the curriculum offer will include:  

English, Reading, Maths, Science, Humanities, RE, P.E, PSHE (including careers), RSE, Life 

Skills, Art, Design Technology and ICT. 

At Key Stage 5 Pupils continue with their English and Maths studies if they have not gained a 

GCSE at Grade 4 or above and a bespoke curriculum package depending on their own career 

pathway. 

Subjects 

All subject teachers develop long term and medium term plans which are sequenced to ensure 

maximum potential of learning by incorporating ideas and topics from a variety of different 

perspectives.   

Subject leaders are passionate about their subjects and receive regular professional 

development opportunities to ensure they are providing pupils with an approach to learning 

which suits their needs. At Key Stage 2-4, we offer the opportunity to develop life skills and  

social communication skills within the community.  

We use a variety of approaches to assessing our Pupils work including: standardised 

assessments, Witherslack’s Waypost system and national standards via accredited courses. 

We strive to help our Pupils achieve as many qualifications as possible within the timeframe 
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they are placed at The Eaves. This involves utilising Entry Level qualifications, Functional 

Skills qualifications, ASDAN qualifications, AQA units and GCSE’s, to ensure that Pupils see 

success on a regular basis and help them to build a portfolio of evidence supporting their 

academic journey. It is this portfolio of academic qualifications, alongside the personal 

development achievements that will provide Pupils with the skills necessary for adulthood and 

employability in the wider community. 

English  

Throughout the Key Stages, Pupils are provided with a varied curriculum looking at English 

language and literacy skills within topics. In upper Key Stage 3 and 4, Pupils have the 

opportunity to undertake qualifications beginning with: AQA Step Up To English, moving on 

through Functional Skills Level 1 and 2, and then if appropriate finishing with GCSE English 

Language. At all stages the young person’s progress in reading, writing and spelling is 

monitored closely to see if any intervention work is required and if so an appropriate 

programme is put in place.   

Mathematics 

At The Eaves, we aim to ensure fluency in the fundamentals of mathematics so pupils can 

develop conceptual understanding and the ability to apply knowledge accurately in real life 

contexts. Through personalised planning, adapted to target the specific needs of learners 

across levels, the intention of our teaching is to provide Pupils with the opportunity to obtain a 

range of different skills and qualifications. For our learners, these vary from an Entry Level 

Certificate, a Functional Skills exam and/or a GCSE in the subject. 

Science 

Science is intended to stimulate and excite pupil’s curiosity about nature and events in the 

world around them.  It also satisfies their curiosity with knowledge.  Science links directly with 

practical experiences and ideas, and can engage learners at many levels.  Scientific method 

is about developing and evaluating experimental investigations and the evidence collated.  

Through Science, Pupils understand how major scientific ideas contribute towards a fast and 

ever changing world and society. Pupils learn to question and discuss science based issues 

that may affect their own lives and the world in which we live. 

Science is taught in a cross curricular manner where possible, in order to give a more holistic 

understanding of science, within the world in which we live. 

Personal, Social, Health Education (PSHE) / Citizenship  and Careers Education  

The PSHE programme at The Eaves Learning Centre covers a range of topics including 

sexual health and positive relationships, equality and diversity and healthy living.  We aim to 

inform our Pupils of real world situations and provide them with guidance and understanding 

to help them develop in to responsible people in the community.  We utilise our assistant 

psychologist to help deliver supplementary programmes in PSHE lessons such as Zones of 

Regulation. The PSHE curriculum is underpinned by the Social, Moral, Spiritual, Cultural 

(SMSC) aspects of society, further supporting Fundamental British Values. 

PSHE is taught across the Key Stages and is considered a core subject due its importance in 

personal development.  

Pupils in Key Stage 3 and 4 will have access to an independent careers advisor, who will 

provide impartial guidance, helping Pupils to plan for their future.  

Life Skills  
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Life Skills is taught in all Key Stages through a cross-curricular/PSHE approach and covers a 

variety of topics which will provide educational information and experiences for our young 

people to carry with them into their future adulthood. From household chores to managing a 

household budget, saving pocket money to opening a bank account. Other subjects include, 

fire safety, communicating in our community and personal hygiene. AQA Unit Awards are 

awarded for topics of work where we can celebrate, recognise and evidence young people’s 

achievements in these important skills.  As part of Life Skills, we develop our young people’s 

social education by being able to experience a variety of school trips and activities to expand 

their interests and curiosity. 

Spiritual, Moral, social and Cultural Curriculum 

This aspect of the curriculum is interwoven throughout life in The Eaves Learning Centre. It is 

supported by all staff, encouraging pupils to develop their own moral values, beliefs and 

behavior which is acceptable in the community and wider world. Pupils are taught throughout 

the curriculum to respect the fundamental values of democracy, the rule of law, individual 

liberty and the mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. 

Pupils are helped to recognise emotions in themselves and others, and are encouraged to 

recognise the likely impact of their behaviour, positive or negative, on themselves and others. 
They are taught the rules of social interaction and to take responsibility for their own actions 

through reflective learning. Our Pupils are taught to understand consequences and the 

difference between right and wrong. Their self-worth and self-esteem is promoted through 

positive reinforcement and the recognition of any achievements in all aspects of their 

education and school life. We give all Pupils a voice through school assemblies to help them 

gain confidence in themselves and be supported by others. At The Eaves Learning Centre we 

teach Pupils how to ask for help appropriately and to take support and advice 

Modern British Values are integral to our curriculum aims and underpin our daily school lives. 

As well as actively promoting British Values in school, the opposite also applies: we would 

actively challenge Pupils, staff or professionals expressing opinions contrary to fundamental 

British Values, including ‘extremist’ views.   We remain conscious that across our curriculum 

we should remain within the guidelines of protected characteristics as defined in The Equality 

Act 2010. Our curriculum promotes respect and a culture of tolerance and diversity. 

ICT/Computer Science 

In Key Stages 2 & 3, Pupils are taught a varied curriculum combining ICT and Computer 

Science in equal measures looking at the skills that are required for both elements. This 

includes, how to use a range of programs which incorporate Microsoft Word and PowerPoint. 

Within Computer Science, young people are able to study coding and how a computer works. 

In Key Stage 4, there is the opportunity to complete ICT, BTEC or Computer Science GCSE. 

Humanities/Philosophy & Belief 

At The Eaves Learning Centre we aim to provide Pupils with a curiosity and fascination about 

the world we live in, an understanding of the past and its influence on our present lives. 

Humanities comprises of lessons in History, Geography and Religious Education (Philosophy 

& Belief). British Values also underpin humanities lessons, as Pupils learn about becoming 

responsible citizens within their country and throughout the world.  Through varying topics in 

Humanities, specific to each term, young people are encouraged to discuss the cultures of 

others and consider life from a different point of view, allowing those with a specific interest in 

either Geography or History to be given the opportunity to achieve a GCSE qualification in the 

subject.  
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Art/Design Technology  

Creative Arts is a large part of the curriculum at The Eaves.  We encourage all of our Pupils 

to be confident artists and provide them with numerous opportunities to display their work 

throughout The Eaves.  All of the Pupils work towards accredited qualifications and study a 

range of artistic areas including: textiles, fine art, modern art, pop art and many other areas.  

We encourage our young people to be expressive and focus on areas of interest. We aim for 

pupils to be able to apply their knowledge and skills beyond the classroom, on a personal level 

and transition into further education. We want our pupils to become creative thinkers, be able 

to solve problems and become successful in visual presentation. 

Food Technology 

Food Technology is an important part of our curriculum.  It allows our young people to gain 

essential skills for adulthood and is thoroughly enjoyed.  We aim to teach our Pupils how to 

plan and make everyday meals, as well as cleaning and budgeting, as part of their Food 

Technology lessons and Practical Maths lessons.  We also help our young people achieve 

accredited qualifications and begin to understand the science behind cooking.  Our Pupils take 

pride in their creations and are encouraged to share their masterpieces throughout the school.   

Sport & Wellbeing 

Our students will be inspired by positive Olympic role models and we will provide a sport and 

wellbeing curriculum offer which will support healthy living but also engage young people to 

attempt new sports whilst viewing exercise and sport as an essential component to their 

lifestyles. In offering a range of sport activities, we will also promote ‘healthy’ competition 

between classes and sports leadership opportunities for young people. Furthermore, we will 

offer high quality accredited courses for young people with a passion for sport. 

Enterprise 

The Level 2 Award in Passport to Enterprise and Employment supports individuals through 

the development of the knowledge and skills relating to personal enterprise development and 

how this can support in playing a part in the community and the wider society. ASDAN units 

also support Careers and Enterprise education at The Eaves Learning Centre.  

Homework 

At The Eaves Learning Centre homework will be set by the subject teacher on a half termly 

basis.   If a teacher feels that a student is struggling to complete homework, this will be 

addressed by the teacher and a more differentiated approach will be taken.  At any time young 

people may ask for homework and teachers will oblige by giving Pupils extra work.  

 

Impact and Assessment 

The impact and success of the curriculum and learning of our Pupils, can be seen not only by 

their academic achievements, but by their own personal development. Pupils’ progression is 

tracked and evaluated on a regular basis by teachers and senior leaders, as part of a holistic 

view in preparation for adulthood. 

 Academic achievements – qualification achievements show the level of determination 

Pupils have, as they achieve these independently. 



Page 8  POL-SCH-TELC-00867-v1-0921 
 

 Personal  development – Pupils are able to self-manage their emotions and express 

their thoughts and feelings appropriately. The challenges they encounter on a regular 

basis, requires resilience as Pupils achieve personal academic goals.  

 Preparation for adulthood -  as Pupils set out in the world of work and contribute to 

society, they will reflect and  take with them all the valuable lessons and skills they 

have learnt in The Eaves Learning Centre.  

As a Learning Centre, The Eaves are able to liaise with care staff to monitor how our pupils 

utilise their curriculum knowledge as part of their personal development within the wider 

community. 

Pupils’ work is marked regularly, in line with the Assessment Policy and Feedback and 

Marking Policy. Pupils outcomes are tracked in terms of attainment of key concepts and ideas 

using our internal assessment system, known as Wayposts. These outcomes are used to 

inform teachers future planning and teaching and reported to parents in the end of term 

reports. 

A variety of assessment tests may be used according to Pupils’ ability levels. Assessment will 

also be made through End of Key Stage Tests or tasks and also using external examinations 

such as ASDAN, AQA Units, Entry Level Certificate, G.C.S.E and NVQ’s. 

The expectation is for all KS4 Pupils to achieve a minimum of 5 nationally recognised 

accreditations including Maths, English, Science, an outcome related to career aspirations 

and an outcome demonstrating personal and social development. 

Qualifications we offer        

Subject Qualifications on offer 

English   AQA Step Up to English  

 AQA Functional Skills English levels 1 
and 2 

 AQA GCSE English Language 

 AQA GCSE Literature  

Maths  AQA ELC Maths 

 AQA Functional Skills Maths level 1 
and 2 

 AQA GCSE Maths 
 

Science  AQA ELC Science – single and 
double award 

 AQA GCSE Biology 

 AQA Combined Science  

ICT  Edexcel ITQ level 2 award 

 AQA Computer Science GCSE 

Art  GCSE Art  

 GCSE (Photography) 
 

Citizenship  AQA Citizenship 

Creative Media  AQA GCSE Media 

Humanities  AQA GCSE History 

 AQA GCSE Geography 
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Sport  BTEC Sport 

 GCSE PE 

Enterprise  Level 2 Award in passport to 
Enterprise and employment 

 

This policy should be read in conjunction with the following school and Witherslack Group 

policies and procedures: 

 Assessment policy 

 RSE policy 

 Literacy policy 

 Numeracy policy 

 PHSE policy 

 Positive behaviour support policy 

 Careers Policy 


