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Curriculum Intent 

Ashbrooke School caters for young people who have been diagnosed with a range of complex 

difficulties which have affected their ability to be successful in previous settings. Their needs have 

resulted in negative behaviours which have become barriers to their learning. We intend to offer a 

nurturing learning environment that provides social and emotional support alongside a targeted 

curriculum. 

Ashbrooke School believes that the curriculum embraces all that is learned: via lessons, social times, 

therapeutic input and role modelling by the adults and peers around them. With this in mind, we are 

promoting an ethos of Respect, Responsibility and Resilience in all that we do. We aim to teach our 

young people to grow into citizens who are able to work and co-operate with others, whilst developing 

their knowledge and skills so that they make progress from their different starting points and celebrate 

both academic and personal success. 

We are asking our young people to demonstrate these three skills in the following ways: 

Respect: 

 For self  

 For peers  

 For staff 

 For the environment  

 

Responsibility: 

 On time 

 On task 

 On side  

 Looking after resources 

 

Resilience: 

 Trying – not giving up 

 Tolerating others 

 Not being distracted / led into poor behaviours 

 Coping with change 

 

Implementation 

Delivery of our curriculum begins as soon as pupils arrive at school. After being greeted, pupils have a 

Tutor session until 9.30. Tutor times follow an ABC pattern: 

 A – Arrive and Engage. Tutors provide activities for each pupil that settles them into learning 

for the day. Pupils are expected to work independently and this also gives an opportunity for 

staff to address any worries or issues pupils might have. 

 B – Build the Team. Pupils participate in a group activity, for example looking at Newsround 

and discussing. 

 C – Communicate the Day. Tutors go through the timetable, explaining any changes or 

additional activities. 
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Academic Sessions 

 

Lessons are taught in small groups – a maximum of eight pupils supported by a Teacher and a Teaching 

Assistant. We carefully match the qualifications and skills of teaching staff to the lessons they deliver. 

The high level of staffing allows us to support young people well. Each class group receives most of 

their lessons in their tutor room. This encourages pupils to respect their environment and take 

responsibility for caring for it. 

Our core academic curriculum is generally delivered in the morning. These include daily Literacy and 

Numeracy sessions for most pupils, plus lessons in Science, and Computing during the week. We follow 

the National Curriculum for these subjects so that pupils make progress in clear, sequenced ways that 

allow them to revisit and build upon concepts and skills.  

There is a strong emphasis on Personal, Social and Health Education and Development at all Key 

Stages. Programmes are carefully mapped to ensure young people are taught to keep themselves and 

others safe, learn about and respect protected characteristics and fundamental British Values and 

prepare for a responsible adult life by learning about finance, healthy relationships and healthy living. 

A comprehensive careers programme runs within and alongside, supported by an external advisor.  

Pupils can gain accreditation for aspects of PSHE. 

Up to Key Stage 3, pupils are taught via a thematic curriculum (topic) that covers History, Geography, 

Religious Education and Creativity (Art, Food & Music). The Themes are mapped out to ensure 

coverage of the National Curriculum requirements and build cultural capital. Teaching in this cross-

curricular way encourages engagement as well as developing thinking skills as pupils transfer, deepen 

and develop their knowledge via a holistic approach to a topic. Trips relevant to the theme embed 

lessons learned. 

In Key Stage 4, pupils are able to choose Options leading to accreditation. If a pupil wishes to pursue 

a subject not offered by school at this level, we will use external provision or engage a tutor to deliver.  

Sports and Outdoor activities encourage respect through team work and following rules, as well as 

resilience as stamina and skills improve. Primary pupils have a swimming session timetabled 

throughout the year as part of PE. In Key Stage 3/4, pupils can attend a Gym session (Covid regulations 

permitting) in addition to their PE lesson via PLL.  All young people at KS4 will be entered for BTEC 

Level 1 Sport which builds on personal performance and fitness.  As part of this they can experience 

Boxing, Trampolining and Rock Climbing (Covid Regulation Permitting) as part of the course, as well 

as Team Sports on site. We are linked to The Foundation of Light (Sunderland Football Club) and they 

deliver coaching sessions here through PLL.  

Pupil Led learning 

On one afternoon a week, pupils in Key Stages 3-4 can choose an area of interest to them that they 

would like to study or a skill they wish to improve. This is entirely a free choice that encourages pupils 

to take responsibility for their own development. It is not essential for them to work towards a formal 

qualification, but they must provide evidence of progress made. Pupils this year have chosen a wide 

range of activities including Personal Fitness, Upcycling, Dance (Street), Golf, Model-making, Cookery 

from around the world,  Sambo and Sugar craft. 
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Informal Curriculum 

Our informal curriculum includes events and themes led by staff and especially the  Pastoral Team in 

conjunction with the School Council. These include Charitable Events such as Red-Nose Day, 

Remembrance Day, MacMillan Coffee mornings and funding for Australian animals affected by the 

bushfires. Other events are designed to address specific issues that may affect our young people such 

as Anti-bullying Week, Knife Crime, County Lines and Consensual Relationships. 

In addition to obvious events, our informal curriculum means that we seek to take every opportunity 

to model acceptable and positive behaviours promoting Respect, Responsibility and Resilience. We 

display expectations for good manners in the dining room, for example. Staff encourage pupils to say 

please and thank you, to assist with doors or carrying things – and to model these good manners all 

the time. 

The School Council, tutor groups and individual pupils often make requests to the Head Teacher for 

particular items, trips or events.  They are expected to make these requests in a formal manner via a 

letter or email. This helps them develop their formal and persuasive literacy skills with a real audience. 

Responses are also in writing, so as to model good grammar, punctuation and construction. 

Homework Policy 

Ashbrooke School does not set formal, required homework. The young people at our school are very 

often not in emotional or physical ‘places’ that are going to allow them success in this area and we do 

not wish to penalise pupils for being unable to complete homework tasks. Therefore, we provide 

suggestions for Extended Learning opportunities that pupils can complete, perhaps with parent / carer 

assistance, which will complement the Theme being taught. Pupils are also encouraged to read and 

learn spellings at home, for example. Pupils’ independent work will be recognised and celebrated. Any 

resources required for independent study, eg reading books, Revision Packs and so on are provided 

by school. 

Impact 

The impact of our curriculum can be measured via formal accreditation. However, improved 

attendance, reductions in poor behaviours, increased engagement in lessons, increased numbers of 

Reward points gained, staff, parent and pupil surveys and Boxall Profiling will all provide evidence of 

curriculum success. Our new curriculum is in its infancy and we will use these ways of measuring 

Impact to evaluate and develop our curriculum accordingly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


