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Context 
 
Many of our pupils have disrupted educational pathways leading up to them being placed at Westmorland 
School.  All pupils have complex needs including Autistic Spectrum Conditions, Social, Emotional, Mental Health 
difficulties, Speech, Language and Communication needs or Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorders.  Many have 
experienced failure within previous school settings. 
 
As a result of their Special Educational Needs, our Pupils have significant barriers to learning, including: 

 
Social communication difficulties: 
 
A significant number of pupils at Westmorland School have diagnosed difficulties with social communication.  

This can affect their ability to express and understand their own thoughts and feelings, the thoughts and feelings 

of others and to interpret the world around them.  It inhibits their abilities to form attachments, be resilient and 

access the wider community. 

 They often display a deficit in the ability to behave appropriately in social situations, and lack understanding of 

how their behaviour might impact on others.  The development of social communication skills in our pupils is 

seen as a fundamental part of the work of Westmorland School.  

 Definition:  

 Social communication skills are viewed as being the range of skills required to form relationships with others 

both on a personal level and in becoming an active member of society.  Social skills enable effective and 

appropriate communication. 

Delayed development of behaviour for learning 

Many pupils have not developed the skills required to enable them to listen and attend in order to learn and 

progress. 

Attachment disorders 

Many pupils have experienced insecure attachments in their lives and are impacted by this within the school 

setting.  Pupils with attachment issues may have a strong desire to control and may refuse to complete tasks set 

unless they have been supported to develop skills in order to make decisions for themselves.  Pupils can be 

significantly affected by a change of class teacher or staff changes, even when this is part of the usual routine of 

the class (such as weekly planning, preparation and assessment time for class teachers). 

Low resilience 

Many pupils have low resilience which may manifest as: a fear of failure; difficulty accepting challenge; low 

academic confidence; Difficulty ‘coming back’ from even small set-backs. This may be expressed via a refusal to 

complete learning tasks  
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Our Curriculum:  
Our curriculum is highly ambitious, specialist, innovative and designed to ensure that every pupil’s needs are 
fully met.  Ultimately, we ensure that we have ‘high expectations with high support,’ supporting each pupil to 
engage in their learning and make outstanding progress. 

 

What we intend to do (Intent) 

We want to provide an ambitious, exciting and varied curriculum that supports pupils to develop knowledge and skills as appropriate to their age, 

ability and stage of development. 

 
Within our curriculum, we want to develop breadth and depth to our pupils’ understanding of the World by incorporating the following themes 
into all of our planning: 

Our place in our world. Investigate and wonder 

We want to prepare pupils for future life by learning about:  

Work, money and giving: 

We want to promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils by encouraging: 
Creativity and collaboration: 

We want to support the social and communication skills of our pupils by building our Social Communication Curriculum into our Curriculum 

design. 

Social Communication Curriculum 
We want to promote the development of skills at an age/ability appropriate level for all pupils by building our Skills Curriculum into our 

Curriculum design. 

Skills based Curriculum: 

Four skill areas (1.Thinking, Learning and creative, 2.sensory & motor, 3. communication 4.social & emotional) 

We want planning  to clearly state the intended learning outcomes and demonstrate progression from previous learning. 

There will be long term (yearly) plans, Medium term (half-termly)plans,  and short term(daily or weekly) plans. 

How we are going to do this (Implementation) 

Therapeutic Assessment and intervention 

Social Communication Curriculum 

Behaviour for learning 

Our very specific class profiles enabling us to place each child in the 
learning environment which best suits their resilience, sensory and social 

communication needs. 

Our learning environments which are designed to match individual pupil 
profiles 

Personalised 

approaches to 

learning 

National Autistic 

Society approved 

teaching methods  

Skills Curriculum 

Spiritual, Moral, 

Social and Cultural 

development 

Personal, Social and 

Health education 

Early Years 

Foundation 

Stage/Key Stage 

1/Key Stage 2 

Curriculum 

Educational visits and experiences 

What is the end result (Impact) 

All pupils will experience success. 

All pupils will develop the skills they need in order to be successful learners 

All pupils will learn and make progress. 
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All pupils will participate in educational visits to broaden their experience of the World. 

Clinical services scores/assessments for pupils will improve year-on-year. 

All pupils will be readers (with reading ages of 9+ where possible) by the time they end year 6. 

 

 
What we Intend to do 

 
Our Curriculum has been thoroughly designed by our whole team, inclusive of clinical services.  This ensures that 

we have full National Curriculum coverage appropriate to the age, ability and Special Educational Needs (SEN) of 

our pupils. 

We want to provide an ambitious, exciting and varied curriculum that supports pupils to develop 

knowledge and skills as appropriate to their age, ability and stage of development. 

We want to encourage our pupils to wonder.  We want to give them questions to think about and find answers 
to as they learn.   
 
Within our curriculum, we want to develop breadth and depth to our pupils’ understanding of the World by 
incorporating the following themes into all of our planning: 
 

Our place in our World: Many of our pupils have limited experiences of the world beyond their own 
home and school.  By focusing upon “Our place in our world” we endeavor to support the pupils to learn 
about the area around the school and how to access services in the locality. We then widen the 
experiences of the pupils by considering our place in the county, the country and the Wider World.  We 
encourage the pupils to become good citizens by supporting charities, learning about the multi-ethnic 
nature of Great Britain and develop their awareness of their responsibility to care for the environment.  
Pupils are encouraged to engage with World events and have a growing general knowledge.  Modern 
technologies and keeping safe online are key to our pupils understanding their place in our world.  As a 
1 iPad per child school we endeavor to support all pupils to become technology literate and to 
understand the implications, both positive and negative that technology can have upon their lives. 

 
Investigate and Wonder: Pupils are encouraged to ask why and to wonder.  Investigations and enquiries, 
planned and spontaneous are teaching tools utilised across all curriculum areas as pupils are encouraged 
to develop greater independence, resilience and self-reliance while also using team work and problem 
solving skills to find answers to questions.  The use of technology supports the pupils to find answers, 
explore and investigate new ideas. 

 

We want to prepare pupils for future life by learning about:  

 
Work, money and giving: Pupils begin to engage in the concept of the world of work.  They begin to 
consider possible paths towards a career in the future- particularly when considering the use of 
technology.  Pupils begin to have an understanding of the value of money.  Entrepreneurship is 
encouraged by engaging the children in activities that fire their imaginations towards enterprise and fund 
raising.  

 

We want to promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils by 
encouraging: 
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Creativity and collaboration: Social interaction, team work and collaboration are skills that are essential 
to working successfully within our school.  We provide opportunities for our pupils to learn and develop 
appropriate social interaction and team work skills to achieve a mutual goal.  Working creatively within 
the arts is one way that we are able to support our pupils to do this.  Collaboration and the use of pupils 
as digital leaders support the integrated and creative use of iPads to support and enhance learning within 
school. The Pupil Voice group, The School Council and the Head Pupil all provide further opportunities 
for the pupils to collaborate with one-another and express their views.  Teachers and class groups are 
encouraged to collaborate and share ideas and work together. 

 
 

We want to support the social and communication skills of our pupils by building our Social Communication 

Curriculum into our Curriculum design. 

Social Communication Curriculum 
 
This curriculum has been carefully planned by the Speech and Language Therapist and education staff to 

enhance skills via the National Curriculum.   

Social communication skills are taught via an integrated, holistic approach across the whole school.  In 

Bears Classes, or where there is an identified need, social communication skills are taught discreetly in 

skill-specific lessons. Pupils will then be supported to generalise these skills to a range of situations.  It 

would be expected that you would see teachers:   

 developing the pupil’s social communication skills via a variety of activities, practical application 

and generalisation.   

 The opportunity is provided for these skills to be generalised in different settings through 

community-based activities and through members of the community visiting the school.   

 Staff are models for appropriate social interaction. 

We want to promote the development of skills at an age/ability appropriate level for all pupils by building 

our Skills Curriculum into our Curriculum design. 

Skills based Curriculum:  

The four skill areas (1.Thinking, Learning and creative, 2.sensory & motor, 3. communication 4.social & 
emotional) are to enable our pupils to gain the necessary skills to allow them to access the school curriculum 
and to become successful individuals.  

 
Each focus area has specialist input on a termly basis from either SALT, OT, Educational Psychologist, Clinical 
psychologist and mental health practitioner to enable educators to integrate therapy into each subject. Each 
focus area has a specific tracking tool enabling developmental progression to be shown.  

 
Teachers reflect within their medium term planning how this will be implemented on an individual (if 
appropriate) and class group basis. 

 
Overall the impact of this close liaison reflects in the academic progression of our pupils. 
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Long Term Planning:  
 
A curriculum over-view sets out the topic to be covered.  Teachers will then plan the appropriate content for 
their class based on their age and ability.  There will be a clear plan showing expected progression  for groups of 
pupils, within each subject across the year. 
 
Medium Term Planning 

 
The scheme of work is broken down into Imaginative Learning Projects– usually designed to cover a half term.  
Planning will suggest ways in which subject material might be presented and taught.  The objective of that unit 
is clearly stated and will include opportunities for assessment.  Class teachers will differentiate this further to 
meet the needs of pupils in their class. 
 
Short term planning 
 
Class teachers produce weekly Literacy and Mathematics planning, indicating the intended learning for each 
day’s lessons.  Medium term plans for other subject areas are annotated or notes made in teacher’s planners to 
adapt medium term plans for their class taking into account assessment information, prior knowledge pupils’ 
learning styles.  
    
 
 

Implementation 
 
 
We will provide therapeutic assessment and intervention 
 
During their first term at Westmorland School, all pupils will be assessed by our Therapy Team (Occupational 
Therapists, Speech and Language Therapists, Clinical psychologist in order to find out the strengths and 
difficulties that our pupils face.  Armed with this knowledge, the Therapy Team can then advise teachers on 
strategies and support that can be implemented to help our pupils to access the curriculum.  Some pupils will 
receive Wave 1 support which is universal.  Some pupils will receive Wave 2 support which is targeted.  Some 
pupils will receive Wave 3 support which is specific.   
 
We will actively teach social and communication skills via our Social Communication Curriculum 
 
Social communication will be taught all day, every day.   All adults in the school are models for appropriate social 
communication and will support pupils to learn how to interact and express themselves in an appropriate 
manner. Some classes will teach discreet Social Communication lessons to provide opportunities for the pupils 
to practice skills within a familiar and safe environment. 
 
We will help the pupils to understand what good behaviour for learning looks like. 
 
Clear routines, rules and expectations for behaviour are evident in all classes.  Pupils are rewarded for displaying 
good behaviour for learning.  Visuals and other prompts are used to support pupils to learn what is acceptable 
behaviour, and what is not. 
 
We will place children in classes according to their needs, not age or ability. 
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Our very specific class profiles enable us to place each child in the learning environment which best suits their 
resilience, sensory and social communication needs.  Our learning environments, which are designed to match 
individual pupil profiles, support pupils to feel calm and ready to learn without becoming over-whelmed. 
 

Provision 
 
Moon Bears and Sun Bears 
 
Moon Bears and Sun Bears is our play-based learning provision which provides  

 A nurturing, Early Years-style approach; 

 Continuous provision; 

 A flexible space in which pupils are able to direct elements of their own learning;  

 A focus on building social and communication skills.   

 A focus on developing independence. 

Characteristics of Learners in Moon and Sun Bears: 

Pupils learning well within this cluster will:  

• Find out and explore; 

• Use what they know in their play; 

• Be willing to have a go; 

• Be involved and concentrating; 

• Keep trying; 

• Enjoy and achieve what they set out to do; 

 • Have their own ideas; 

• Use what they already know to learn new things; 

• Choose ways to do things and find new ways. 

BEARS (Becoming Emotionally Aware Resilient Sociable) 

The BEAR’s ethos of Becoming Emotionally Aware Resilient and Sociable pervades every aspect of BEARS 
pupils’ life and sets the standard for social interaction by promoting positive language and respect of 
others.  
Social communication skills are taught explicitly in the school, and the curriculum is centred around  

 Discreet teaching of social communication; 
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 Individualised learning; 

 Highly scaffolded tasks; 

 National Autistic Society approved methods of teaching; 

 Low sensory stimulus within classrooms; 

 Promoting independence. 

Characteristics of Learners in BEARS classes: 

Pupils learning well within this cluster will:  

 Be willing to have a go; 

 Be involved and concentrating for 10 minutes; 

 Keep trying; 

 Have their own ideas; 

 Use what they already know to learn new things; 

  Be involved in short whole class teaching activities. 

 Work with increasing independence. 

 

BIG CATS (Becoming Independent Gaining Confidence Achievement Therapy Success) 

The BIG CATS population of Westmorland School continue to work towards Westmorland’s core value 

of “We learn to live together, together we live to learn”.  Social communication skills are taught explicitly 

throughout the school via PSHE lesson activities, which are supported by input from the Speech and 

Language Therapist.  

Social Communication skills are also developed, nurtured and assessed at Breakfast club times, Lunch 

times and other social times via observations, ICEP targets and pupil monitoring procedures.  

 A more ‘traditional’ classroom set up and approach; 

 More whole class and group teaching; 

 Promoting higher level learning behaviours; 

 Promoting independence;  

 Promoting self-regulation and resilience. 
 
 
Characteristics of Learners in BIG CATS: 

Pupils learning well within this cluster will:  
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 Be motivated to learn and develop skills; 

 Be involved and concentrating for 20 minutes; 

 Keep trying, even when faced with challenge; 

 Have their own ideas; understand how to implement them; 

 Build on prior knowledge; generalise skills; 

  Be involved in whole class teaching activities. 

 Work with higher levels of independence. 

 
 
We will use personalised approaches to learning  
 
Pupils will be able to control elements of their own learning.  In Sun and Moon Bears this is seen via the variety 
of approaches used to achieve the same learning outcome and through the use of continuous provision to allow 
pupils to access and apply learning at their own pace.   
 
In BEARS and BIG CATS, pupils own preferences are utilised as a way in to learning.  Pupils can set their own Big 
Questions when learning about a new topic.  In Art and Design Technology, pupils can start with the whole class 
stimulus and then develop it to show their personal preferences. 
 
We will use National Autistic Society approved teaching methods   
 
Where necessary, we will use the TEACCH approach to support pupils to access learning.  We will use visuals and 
clearly defined tasks for the pupils, interspersed with periods of rest or choice activities.   
 
We will support the children to become more able to access group and then whole class teaching input at a pace 
that is right for them. 
 
 
We will embed the teaching of skills for learning, communication, self-regulation and social skills into our 
taught curriculum. 
 
The Skills Curriculum will support teachers to identify gaps in pupils’ skills.  This knowledge will then allow 
teachers to provide opportunities for pupils to learn, try out and apply new skills with the aim of making them 
more independent, resilient learners. 
 
We will encourage the Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development of our pupils.  
 
Quality PSHE teaching (using SCARF), Religious Education, assemblies, off-site educational visits and visitors to 
school we will broaden the understanding of our pupils by allowing them to see and experience other ways of 
life, sharing in traditions associated with different countries, cultures and religions.  Relationship education will 
be taught at an age and ability appropriate level for all of our pupils. 
  



Page 11  POL-SCH-WS-00896-v1-0920 

 

Pupils throughout the school will develop their spiritual, moral, social and cultural experiences through the 
curriculum in a number of methods both experiences in and out of lessons.  Pupils will also be taught the 
fundamental British values of democracy, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of others.  These 
will incorporate the key aspects of SMSC and British Values. (Please refer to the PSHE including British Values 
and Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural policy) 
 

Spiritual: 
 
1. ability to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise  

2. interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values 

3. sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them 

4. use of imagination and creativity in their learning 

5. Reflect on their experiences. 

 
Moral: 
 
6. ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong,  

7. apply understanding of right and wrong in their own lives 

8. respect the civil and criminal law of England 

9. understanding the consequences of their behaviour and actions 

10. investigate and offer reasoned views about moral and ethical issues, 

11. understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others 

 
Social: 
 
12. use of a range of social skills in different contexts,  

13. working and socialising with pupils from different religious, ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds 

14. participate in a variety of communities and social settings,  

15. cooperate with others and resolve conflicts effectively 

16. accept and engage with the fundamental British values of democracy 

17. Demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in and contribute positively to 

life in modern Britain. 

 
Cultural: 
 
18. understand and appreciate the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage 

and that of others 

19. understand and appreciate the range of different cultures within school and further afield  

20. participate and respond positively to artistic, sporting and cultural opportunities 

21. show respect for different faiths and cultural diversity,  

22. understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity,  

 
British Values: 
 
23. understand Britain's democratic parliamentary system 

24. understand how citizens can influence decision making through the democratic process 
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25. know they have a voice that is listened to in school 

26. promote democratic processes e.g. school council whose members are voted for by the pupils, 

27. appreciate that living under the rule of law protects individual citizens 

28. understand that the freedom to hold faiths and beliefs is protected in law 

29. understand that while different people may hold different views about what is ‘right’ and ‘wrong’, all 

people living in England are subject to its law.  

30. Understand the importance of identifying and combatting discrimination. 

31. know how public institutions and services operate, and respect them and their importance, 

32. Understand respect for other people, even if they choose to follow a lifestyle that one would not 

choose to follow oneself. 

  
We will teach the Early Years Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 Curriculums 
 
All of our pupils will access teaching which follows the aims and objectives laid out in the National Curriculum.  
Some pupils make take longer to master the skills needed to move on through the Key Stages,  but the 
opportunity will always be there for them to progress at their own rate and to experience success. 
 

 Curriculum Organisation 
 
Big questions: a basis for our Curriculum planning 
 
 
Our curriculum encourages pupils to wonder.  Through our topic-based learning we encourage the 
children to consider questions as a route into their learning.  Teachers will initially pose a question but 
will encourage pupils to ask and answer questions of their own.  Each topic has three pre-set questions 
to start the topic which are differentiated according to Blank’s Levels to ensure pupils of all abilities are 
able to access the learning.  We always focus our initial learning in topics around quality texts and books 
linked to the topic.  Pupils are encouraged to explore the books as a way to generate interest, curiosity 
and questioning. 
 
The National Curriculum 
 
At Westmorland School we have a broad and balanced curriculum. Within Big Cats, Koalas, Polar Bears 
and Pandas we follow a 3 year rolling programme based upon the National Curriculum, underpinned by 
the skills curriculum, the social communication focus, PSHE, SMSC and British Values. In Sun Bears and 
Moon Bears a different three year rolling programme is followed which focuses on shorter book-themed 
topics to engage and excite the learners.  All plans are flexible to ensure pupils’ own interests can be 
incorporated into their learning, and teachers can be responsive to the changing needs and interests of 
their class. All subjects are taught at an ability appropriate level for our pupils.  The rolling programmes 
ensure coverage of the programmes of study for our pupils.  Teachers understand the needs of the pupils 
within their classes and will plan accordingly to fill gaps in knowledge and understanding for the pupils.  
Half termly planning is presented as a curriculum map and shows how each topic will link to social 
communication, PSHE and Skills.  Memorable experiences, off-site visits and visitors to the school are all 
used to add colour, variety and interest to the curriculum in order to inspire and engage our pupils. 

 
Literacy and Mathematics are taught in the morning where possible.   
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We use a local leisure centre to deliver Swimming lessons to all pupils in Bears and Big Cats.  Each class 
group will have the opportunity to attend swimming lessons weekly for at least one 6 week block within 
the academic year. 
 
Topics are planned collaboratively with teaching staff and long and medium term planning is the joint 
responsibility of subject leaders and classroom teachers.  
 
Regular Curriculum Team meetings are scheduled with an emphasis upon sharing good practice to 
promote the continued professional development of our teachers and support pupils to progress.   
 
Each class teacher has one afternoon of joint Preparation Planning and Assessment time with colleagues 
in their cluster and an additional PPA session weekly. 
 
Each class is led by a class teacher supported by a Teaching Assistant.  Each pupil has a Learning Mentor 
who will support individual pupils in class. 
 
Further support is offered by three Higher Level Teaching Assistants, one of these HLTA’s is the Therapy 
Assistant.  The lead HLTAs teach some planned lessons.   
 
Learning objectives are shared with children through the use of WALT (We Are Learning To), WILF (What 
I’m Looking For) and TIB (This Is Because) where appropriate.  Pupils work is marked according to the 
learning objective and, where appropriate, Next Steps are identified with pupils responding to marking 
as appropriate for their age and ability.  
 
Lesson planning includes planned opportunities for reading and cross-curricular links to embed learning.  
 

We will provide opportunities for the children to go on educational visits and  to welcome visitors to our 
school. 
 
To further support our broad and balanced curriculum a range of visits and visitors are arranged.  These 
include: 
 

 Memorable experiences linked to the Imaginative Learning Project 

  Assemblies based on the world of work/leisure  

 Assemblies taken by police service and community police and fire service. 

 Curriculum days / weeks. 

 Themed week 

 Business/Industry Awareness 

 Fieldwork visits 

 Outdoor Pursuits and Activities 

 Outdoor visits curriculum 

 Offsite PE activities 

 Sports coaching 

 Range of activities at lunchtime. 

 Pantomime 

 Christmas and summer productions that are performed for parents, carers and visitors. 

 Library visits 

 Mayor’s visit 

 Visit to the Town Hall 
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 Museum visits 

 Visit to the Magistrates Court  

 Author Visits 
 
We will utilise all opportunities for learning 
 
At Westmorland School we utilise all opportunities for learning.  All pupils have the choice to start the day with 
an “Emotional clock in” which indicates their readiness for learning.  All classes utilise the Zones of Regulation 
visuals to support pupils to do this.  If needed, pupils will be offered emotional support to enable them to fully 
access their learning.  Breakfast Club is a social event where we teach the skills of social interaction, good 
manners, turn-taking, making choices and developing independence.  This is also a feature of lunchtimes.  
 
We promote and support learning through holiday activities, parental support groups, homework tailored to our 
pupils, reading camps, educational visits and visitors.  Off-site visits are a regular feature and promote community 
links. 
 
We will fully utilise baseline assessments to tailor the curriculum to individual needs. 
 
Children are assessed within 10 weeks of starting at Westmorland School, in order to establish their baseline 
scores.  Some assessments are conducted by the class teacher or TA, others are conducted by the Educational 
Psychologist, Occupational Therapist or Speech and Language therapist in order to establish a full and rounded 
picture of a child’s abilities.   
 
English and Mathematics are assessed each half term using Waypost criteria.  Teachers use the information this 
provides in order to set targets for each child to move them on academically.  Teachers report levels of progress 
and targets to the SLT and to parents/carers via annual reviews and end of year reports.   
 
Foundation subjects, e.g. Science and Computing are assessed using Wayposts (based on National Curriculum 
attainment targets) in accordance with our Assessment Recording and Reporting policy at the end of each full 
term (December, April, July).   
 
Data from each subject is analysed at the end of each term in order to identify trends in progress across and 
between groups so that the school can respond most effectively to the needs of the pupils.  This tracking 
identifies any pupils not making expected progress who may have an intervention put into place to ensure that 
progress is made. 
 
Boxall Profiles are completed for all of our pupils on a bi-annual basis.  The information from the profiles informs 

the pupils’ individual education plans (IEPs) and supports teachers to identify areas for development for 

individual pupils.  ICEPs are set termly and identify barriers to learning which are not specifically addressed 

through differentiation.  These are shared with parents and carers in Learning Mentor phone calls.  There is an 

interim review each half term, detailing progress towards the target and adjustments to targets made if 

necessary. 

We will quickly intervene for pupils not making expected progress. 

We have a range of interventions that we put into place for pupils who are not making expected progress 

following observations and analysis of assessments and RPI data.  These are put into place by class teachers and 

are identified on the Provision Map.   
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We will foster pupils’ independence 
 
We foster independence in pupils and facilitate this by the use of visuals, processing time and individual 
strategies.  Pupils are given opportunities for independence in Breakfast Club where they make their own toast.  
We recognise that children need to make mistakes in order to make progress and offer safe opportunities for 
this.  Children are encouraged to make informed choices throughout the day and opportunities are provided to 
encourage and facilitate this through meal choices, playground activities and activities delivered as part of the 
curriculum. 
 
We will provide home learning tasks to develop independence and extend learning opportunities. 

 
All BEARS (key Stage 1 and 2) pupils will have one Social Communication homework each week.  This will link 

with the Social Communication focus for that week.  Class teachers are responsible for setting appropriate 

homework for each pupil in their class.  

We believe that the development of children’s Literacy and Numeracy is crucial to maximising their life chances 
and take all opportunities to promote these areas of the curriculum, using cross curricular links to develop the 
application of these skills. 
Homework is a further opportunity to develop these skills and each child in Key stage 2 in BEARS and BIG CATS 

(Becoming Independent Gaining Confidence Achievement Therapy Success) will receive a minimum of one 

Literacy homework and one Numeracy homework weekly.  This may take the form of spellings/learning 

multiplication tables as well as more formal work.  

In addition, each child will take their reading book home each night.  Children reading at home will be eligible to 

be considered for our termly overnight reading camp. 

All children completing homework will receive merits.  

Holiday homework may be set for each provision and children completing this will be entered into a raffle with 

a prize for the winner. 

Individual circumstances of parents and carers will be taken into consideration when setting homework and their 

views will be taken into account. 

We will utilise all times of the day as learning opportunities.   
 
Breakfast 
 
Our aims for Breakfast time are to develop social communication skills, encourage choice and provide 
opportunities for children to learn and practice social independence skills.  It is a taught part of the day, and staff 
role model expectations and good practice.  Pupils are monitored using our Independence skills checklists and 
social communication checklists. 
     
BEARS pupils have Breakfast time in their own classrooms, while BIG CATS pupils have Breakfast time in the 
dining hall. 
 
There will be activities available for children that are matched to individual interests, children will be supported 
in their choice through the use of visuals if appropriate.  The social communication focus for the week will be 
displayed prominently and children rewarded for use of these skills. 
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Children will be independent in toast making/breakfast drinks. 
         
Lunchtime 
 
Lunchtime provides another opportunity for us to teach social skills and develop independence. 
 
Children will choose from the main meal or sandwich options the previous week, supported by visuals if required.  
Staff will model good manners and a social skills with conversation encouraged with others at their table. 
 
Children are independent in serving themselves and cleaning away. 
 
Social communication and independence skills are monitored and recorded using our checklists. 
 
We are very aware of the potential difficulties of lunchtimes with our pupils who are on the Autistic Spectrum 
and do our best to accommodate these. 
 
Children choosing the sandwich option can make their own sandwiches from the fillings available on the day. 
     
We will teach our children to keep themselves safe from harm. 
 
All curriculum activities, supervision and care of the children at Westmorland School is informed by the 
Westmorland School Child Protection Policy and Prevent Duty Guidance. This has clear guidelines taken from the 
Lancashire Child Protection Committee Procedures Handbook and has close links with the Lancashire Children 
Safeguarding Board (LCSB) 01772532723, Tim Booth LADO (Lancashire Authority Designated officer) [01772 
536694]. Any situations that may arise from the teaching of our curriculum shall be sensitively handled with close 
reference to the guidelines laid out by the aforementioned agencies.              
 
Throughout our curriculum all aspects of safeguarding are taught through the curriculum, through strategies 
such as making safe choices, this is taught through PSHE or when matters arise. This is then outlined and tracked 
through SMSC grid maker.         
 

What is the end result? (Impact) 
 

We engage all pupils with their learning. 

Pupils will enjoy school and will be successful.  They will develop academically, socially and emotionally through 

the Child-Centred, holistic, therapeutic approach adopted at Westmorland School. 

 

We develop the children’s skills so that they grow into successful, life-long learners 

Pupils will have multiple opportunities to learn, apply and consolidate the skills required to become effective and 

successful learners as is appropriate to their age, ability and SEN. 

 

We ensure all pupils learn and make progress. 
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Individual targets ensure that all pupils make progress at a rate that is appropriate to them.  Individual Education 

Plans, linked to their Boxall Profile assessments focus on developing behaviours for learning so that pupils are 

more able to access learning opportunities. 

We will ensure all pupils have broadened their experience of the World. 

Throughout the academic year, pupils from all key stages and all classes will participate in off-site educational 

visits in order to broaden their experience of the world around them; extend learning beyond the classroom and 

be inspired to learn more about a topic.  Some off-site educational visits will focus upon social skills (visiting a 

local shop); some on developing independence (Forest School); some to develop physical skills (such as 

swimming). 

We will have developed the pupils’ skills so that Clinical services scores/assessments and Waypost scores   

improve year-on-year.  

Termly Waypost assessments, completed by the class teacher, will monitor the progress made by pupils 

throughout the year.  In Moon Bears and Sun Bears, where pupils are not yet working within the National 

Curriculum, pupils will be monitored using PIVATS.  Pupils will have to opportunity to complete end of Key Stage 

Tests in Year 2 and Year 6 where it is deemed appropriate for their ability and emotional resilience. 

Clinical scores will be assessed annually where necessary. 

All of our pupils will be readers (with reading ages of 9+ where possible) by the time they end year 6. 
 
The Reading For Pleasure initiative, launched at Westmorland School in 2019, in conjunction with phonics 
teaching, precision teaching, IDL, Accelerated Reader and Speller Boost alongside more personalised approaches 
to teaching reading, will support all pupils to aim for this highly ambitious goal.   
 
Our pupils will enjoy school.  They will experience success socially and academically. They will develop their whole 
self within a safe and nurturing environment. They will leave Westmorland School ready and equipped to face 
the next step in their journey with confidence.   
 
 
 

See Autistic Spectrum policy, Assessment Recording Reporting Policy, SEN policy, 3 year curriculum plan, 
Provision Map, PSHE including BV and SMSC policy. 
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