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Vision statement 

At Hall Cliffe School we put the needs of the individual at the heart of everything we do, 

recognising that each student faces their own unique set of challenges. We work flexibly, 

empathically and creatively to connect with each and every student on a personal level. 

The Hall Cliffe Community has five different group pathways, where we aim to raise student 

aspirations and achievements by developing creative, flexible curricula to build confidence and 

help students to trust. By providing these foundations for the future we aim to open up the 

world beyond the classroom for our students, preparing them for a happy, healthy, sustainable 

future.  

We believe that by empowering our students as individuals they will take responsibility for and 

develop the resilience to engage in respectful and positive relationships, ensuring that all our 

students live fulfilled lives at home, at work and within the community. 

Our Intent 

Hall Cliffe School caters for children who have been diagnosed with a range of complex 

difficulties which were barriers to their learning in previous settings.  

We believe that “If a child can’t learn the way we teach, maybe we should teach the way they 

learn”. We therefore adapt the curriculum in order to meet the individual needs of each pupil 

by respecting their differences and working with them in order to create bespoke learning 

experiences. 

We have high aspirations for our pupils and use our curriculum to respond to their evolving 
needs and remove their barriers to learning so that they are able to achieve and make progress. 
Throughout all subjects we focus on improving communication and social skills and supporting 
pupils to develop positive relationships with peers, staff and the community. Promoting health 
and wellbeing and supporting pupils’ development of emotional literacy allows them to better 
understand those around them. 
 
The curriculum provides opportunities for all pupils to learn to achieve and to become resilient 
to academic and personal setbacks in order to continue on their learning journey. This is 
irrespective of social background, culture, race, gender, differences in ability and disabilities as 
defined as protected characteristics in the Equality Act 2010. 
 
Through our curriculum our wish is for our pupils to become literate, numerate and well read.  

We hope to develop confident learners and promote problem solving. We instil values that 

equip our young people to be able to enter society as productive, self-motivated, responsible 

citizens.  

When pupils come to us they are often reluctant to engage in new experiences for a wide 

variety of reasons and may have limited aspirations for their future. We aim to support their 

development by using experiential learning as well as offering a range of enrichment and 

vocational experiences both onsite and offsite which develops pupils in preparation for 

working life.  
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Our classes are structured to consider pupils’ communication skills, age and stage in 

development, as well as thinking about their social and emotional suitability to peers. We 

respond dynamically to ensure that class groups are balanced and promote a positive learning 

environment for all.  

 “Care” is intrinsic to all that Hall Cliffe School staff believe and is the primary tenet in terms of 

pupil engagement and achievement.  The care our staff offer to these young people is central 

to all we do and development of relationships is key to our pupils achieving success in their 

adult lives.  

Implementation  

1. Curriculum Delivery 

We offer a full range of National Curriculum subjects, ensuring that each child follows a broad, 
balanced and relevant curriculum. Our curriculum promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, 
mental and physical development of pupils at the school. It prepares them for the 
opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life in our modern British society.   

Our school timetable comprises of 30 teaching periods per week for each year group. 

Our pupils will follow one of the following pathways: 
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Pathway Rationale 

 

 

Hall Cliffe 

Pupils are grouped according to age and are taught as a group following a 

mainstream model of education. Each class is supported by at least one 

dedicated TA. Pupils belong to a tutor group and have a specific form tutor, 

who has pastoral responsibility for each pupil and will deliver the PSHE, RSE 

and careers strands to the curriculum. 

 

 

Hall Cliffe Plus 

Pupils who have greater ASC needs will belong to a group following a primary 

model of education. Pupils will be class based for the majority of their 

timetable, having the option to access specialist rooms for lessons if 

appropriate. Each class will have an enhanced number of TAs to support the 

individual bespoke curriculum designed around each pupils needs. 

 

 

Hall Cliffe Boost 

Pupils who are identified to have more complex needs will belong to a group 

following a primary model of education based on Key Stage. Pupils in both 

KS3 and KS4 will be class based for an individual bespoke curriculum for 

English, Maths, PSHE, Careers, RSE, based around each pupils needs. In 

addition pupils in KS4 access 2 options subjects with pupils in the Hall Cliffe 

Pathway. KS3 pupils stay within their groups to be taught Humanities, Food 

Technology, Art and DT. 
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Hall Cliffe 

Vocational 

Pupils who have been identified as preferring a vocational route at KS4. Pupils 

study for chosen vocational qualifications at our vocational site. Pupils are 

taught core subjects in groups supported by dedicated TAs. 

 

Hall Cliffe 

Vocational Boost 

Pupils in Y9 that have been identified through our careers programme to 

prefer a vocational pathway to KS4 accreditation. Pupils belong to a group 

following a primary model of education, with an individual bespoke 

curriculum for all subject areas. Pupils will choose 2 vocational lessons from 

those on offer in KS4. 

 

Therapeutic approaches are embedded throughout teaching at Hall Cliffe School, so that pupils 
can continue to develop emotionally and socially through and alongside the delivery of the 
academic curriculum.  This takes place either in individual intervention or though group 
delivery such as Zones of Regulation or Theraplay. 

2. Roles and responsibilities  

Parents & carers:   

 Are invited to attend parents evening to discuss progress  and their child’s next steps  

 Can challenge and support the school to deliver the best possible education for pupils  

 Will receive regular communication from staff  

Respect, Responsibility, Resilience, Relationships 

Student well-being – Academic achievement 
EHCP outcomes,  ITAC   

Clinical Support & Intervention, Keyworkers, Form time, Enrichment, Intervention, Life Skills, SMSC, PSHE, 
RSE, British Values, Social Communication & Interaction 

   

Core offer 
English/Maths 

Science/Computing 
Prince’s Trust – PSHE 

Enrichment 
PE/Music 

Hall Cliffe 
Sports Leaders 

Geography 
DT 

Arts Award 
Food 

Art/Photography 
 

Hall Cliffe Vocational 
Hair and Beauty 

Construction 
Motor vehicle 

Catering 
Health and Social Care 

Sports Leaders 

Vocational Boost 
Combines both pathways 



Page 5  POL-SCH-HCS-00567-v1-0920 

 

 Can support school strategies to help support their child’s learning  

Teaching staff will: 

 Maintain the highest expectations of our pupils and themselves at all times  

 Plan lessons and schemes of work that challenge and excite our pupils  

 Ensure lessons and schemes of work are planned to build on previous learning and 
develop skills to support future progress  

 Ensure pupils know their next steps and how to get there   

 Ensure that skills and knowledge help support pupils to lead independent, fulfilling and 
happy lives after leaving Hall Cliffe School  

 Use a range of differentiation strategies to ensure all our pupils are stretched and able 
to progress at their own pace  

 Model the highest standards of literacy and ensure pupils literacy skills are developed 
across all subject areas  

 Where possible allow pupils the chance to apply numeracy skills to a variety of subject 
areas  

 Be open to self-reflection and look to support and learn from other staff to ensure 
professional skills and knowledge are outstanding to support our pupils needs   

 Celebrate our pupils achievements and promote positivity in all aspects of their school 
lives  

 Give pupils the chance to discuss issues and input into their own learning  

All staff will:  

 Maintain the highest expectations of our pupils and themselves at all times  

 Model communication and support our pupils to express themselves  

 Challenge any incidents of poor/disrespectful behaviour at all times  

 Understand the next steps for pupils and support them to get there  

 Support the development of our pupils literacy skills  Input into the development and 
implementation of school curriculum  

 Be open to self-reflection and look to support and learn from other staff to ensure 
professional skills and knowledge are outstanding to support our pupils needs  

 Celebrate our pupils achievements and promote positivity in all aspects of their school 
lives  

Clinical staff will:  

 Maintain the highest expectations of our pupils and themselves at all times  

 Provide teaching staff with regular updates and strategies to support  learning  

 Provide support and strategies for our pupils to live fulfilling and independent lives  
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3. Curriculum detail 

Key Stage 2  

Pupils follow the National Curriculum, with additional English and Maths support delivered one 
to one where appropriate.  Bespoke schemes of work are used to ensure pupils cover KS2 
content and make up any gaps in knowledge so they are prepared for KS3. The primary 
provision places an emphasis on phonics, literacy, numeracy and reading and follows the 
Cornerstones curriculum 

 English 

 Maths 

 Science 

 Art & Design   

 Computing   

 Design & Technology   

 Languages Rotation Music Rotation  

 Humanities Topics (History, Geography & RE)  

 Physical Education (PE) 

 PSHE & Careers 

 Outdoor education  

 Enrichment 

Key Stage 3  

Pupils in KS3 follow subjects according to the National Curriculum. As well as the ‘core subjects’ 
of English, Maths and Science, the students also study the ‘foundation subjects’ of Art, 
Computing, DT, Humanities (History, Geography & Religious Education), Physical Education, 
together with Personal, Social and Health Education, RSE, careers and Citizenship. Theme days 
incorporate linguistic and broader cultural experiences into the timetable. 

For some young people, transitioning from primary to secondary school can be challenging. 
Our Hall Cliffe Plus, Hall Cliffe Boost classes provide an environment for pupils to adapt to the 
change and seamlessly transition to secondary education. The dedicated classes are staffed by 
highly experienced staff and follow the national curriculum adapted to the needs of the pupils.  
The provision in the Plus and Boost groups is supported by additional input from our on-site 
clinical team, which enables individualised planning and bespoke support programmes. This 
carefully structured setting helps our pupils to transition to Year 8 and beyond, allowing them 
to make academic progress as well as developing personally and socially.  

 Key Stage 4  

In Year 10 and Year 11 pupils work towards a range of accreditations, including vocational, 
entry level and GCSE qualifications.  
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They follow a core curriculum of English Language, Mathematics, Science, Physical Education 
and PSHE/RSE/Careers. Pupils then have a choice of option subjects offered at different levels 
to meet pupils needs. At the end of year 9 pupils are able to choose from a variety of option 
subjects to cater to their individual interests and career aspirations.    

Subjects Year 10 Year 11  

 English 

 Maths  

 PE  

 Computing  

 PSHE 

 Citizenship & Careers  

 Option 1  

 Option 2   

 Enrichment  

 Life skills  
 

Assessment 

In addition to formative assessments, further teacher assessments take place each term.  We 
use Witherslack Group Wayposts to measure progress. These are based on age related 
expectations. Staff use a variety of formal and informal assessment strategies to track pupil 
progress and plan appropriate interventions where possible.  To minimise anxiety and distress 
for our pupils, assessments are planned in advance within all year groups to ensure pupils are 
given a routine and develop strategies to cope with formal assessments.    

Assessment will take place at three connected levels: short term, medium term, and long term. 
These assessments will be used to inform teaching in a cycle of planning, teaching and 
assessment.  

 Short term assessments will be an informal part of every lesson to check pupils’ 
understanding and gain information which assists in adjusting day to day lessons plans. 
This informs the planning and next steps of learning. Teachers and support staff provide 
individual instant verbal feedback each lesson and pupils make adjustments to their 
work following this feedback.  

 Medium term assessments will assess some of the ideas linked to the assessment 
objectives which have been covered during a half term. Pupils’ individual targets will be 
assessed and reviewed regularly.     

 Long term assessments include a variety of assessment tests which may be used 
according to pupils’ ability levels.  Assessment will also be made through end of Key 
Stage tests or tasks and also using external examinations. 

Middle leaders drive pupil progress and lead the QA process under the direction of the Deputy 
Head Teacher.  Assessment and progress monitoring ensures that lessons are tailored to meet 
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the individual needs of each pupil.  Through the use of formal and informal assessments, pupil 
friendly next steps ensure that pupils are able to see the next steps in their learning and 
progress towards their end of key stage targets.  

Enrichment  

Each week pupils receive one period of enrichment activities.  These activities vary by week 
but are designed to develop pupils social and communication skills, improve cultural capital, 
offer a tangible goal for the week and provide pupils with opportunities for additional 
experiences to broaden their understanding of the world we live in. 

 A sample of activities are:  

 Beauty club 

 Consoles 

 Ready, steady, cook 

 Scrap heap challenge 

 Production club 

 The experiment 

 Football 

We believe that pupils should not just develop academically, but should leave our school 
equipped with a range of experiences that develop them as individuals.  We believe that by 
exposing pupils to a range of different experiences we allow them to thrive and grow.  All 
activities are mixed year groups, and regularly take place within our local community.  This 
allows pupils to see the wider world and develop communication skills. 

PSHE  

At Hall Cliffe we aim to promote healthy, independent and responsible members of society. 

We encourage all our pupils to play a positive role in contributing to school life and the wider 

community through class & school councils, fundraising events, supporting nominated 

charities and involvement in community activities. Our pupils are given opportunities in PSHE 

and assemblies to develop confidence, self-motivation and an understanding of their rights 

and responsibilities within our diverse society. PSHE at Hall Cliffe is delivered through one PSHE 

lesson a week, completing Princes Trust modules which are directly linked to the three PSHE 

core themes, enrichment, assemblies and our weekly SMSC focus.  PSHE is driven through all 

our curriculum strands, rewards programmes and all the wider activities of the school on a 

daily basis. 

Preparation for Adult Life  

This entitlement allows pupils, through the Prince’s Trust “Achieve” Programme to build a skill 
set centred around the PSHE curriculum and preparing for the World of Work, as well as 
preparing for the next stage in their development.  This scheme is planned in conjunction with 
the Prince’s Trust Achieve Programme and is structured in order that statutory PSHE 
requirements are covered at an appropriate stage for each group. 
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SMSC  

We provide an education that gives pupils the opportunities to explore and develop their own 
moral values and beliefs, spiritual awareness, high standards of personal behaviour, a positive 
caring attitude towards other people, an understanding of their social and cultural traditions 
and an appreciation of the diversity and richness of other cultures. Throughout the curriculum, 
we encourage pupils to respect the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of the 
law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and 
beliefs. As part of the wider SMSC curriculum, pupils are encouraged to act responsibly and 
work to support their own and the wider community. Work is carried out on the development 
of pupils understanding of institutions such as Police, Fire, NHS, Post Office, Law and Courts 
etc. Coupled with this, pupils are supported to understand democracy in society and how to 
participate in processes such as voting in local and national elections through the use of mock 
election processes.  

Protected characteristics  

The school pays particular regard to the Equality Act 2010 and the characteristics set out in it. 
Protected Characteristics are taught and embedded into all aspects of our school curriculum.  

British Values/ PSHE/RSE 

We prepare our pupils for life in modern Britain through promotion of British Values through 
assemblies, formal lessons and regular trips and visits into the wider community.   

Pupils are given the chance to experience the cultural and spiritual diversity of life in modern 
Britain through formal lessons in RE and PSHE.  Our PSHE curriculum gives pupils the chance 
to discuss a range of issues, allowing them to develop the skills and knowledge to make safe, 
healthy and informed life choices.   Our PSHE curriculum is tiered to discuss topics at age 
appropriate points and takes into account the wishes of our pupils and their careers.  

Through PSHE and citizenship we give pupils lessons on relationships, sex and health education.  
The lessons are taught at an age appropriate level and discuss a range of topics and themes. 
Parents have the right to withdraw their child from parts of the RSE education delivered as part 
of PSHE. 

Literacy 

At Hall Cliffe the English curriculum ensures that our pupils acquire the necessary knowledge, 

skills and understanding and have the confidence in basic language skills, which enables pupils 

to communicate creatively and imaginatively, preparing them for their future journey through 

education and beyond. 

All staff at Hall Cliffe School are leaders of literacy.  Literacy CPD is given to staff and delivered 
half-termly to ensure that high standards of literacy are used at all times.  Extended writing 
responses are expected from pupils in response to feedback; this is supported by all staff across 
the curriculum 
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We ensure that all our pupils receive a well-rounded learning experience when reading, 

writing, speaking and listening which equips them with the fundamental tools to achieve in 

school and beyond. It is our intention to immerse pupils in the wonders of quality texts to instil 

a love for reading, a passion for discovery and a confidence to explore their imagination.  

The acquisition of language skills is of the upmost importance at Hall Cliffe and therefore the 

teaching of all oracy skills is given a high priority with a large focus based on skilful questioning 

techniques to draw out and assess understanding as well as develop communication skills 

across the curriculum and through Theraplay and Enrichment activities  

Reading is developed through exposure to texts from across the literary spectrum that are 

chosen to be relevant to pupils’ age and abilities. Our English curriculum is based around a 

sequence of high quality age-appropriate texts. We use each book to create opportunities to 

develop reading fluency and comprehension. We focus on: 

 key reading strategies and skill 

 developing grammar and punctuation  

 knowledge and understanding of text 

 writing structure  

 features of different genres of writing 

 identifying purpose and audience 

 planning  and writing prose  

 context and purpose of writing 

 evaluating effectiveness of writing  

 editing and redrafting 

Each Pupil’s individual needs and abilities are taken into consideration and differentiated for. 

Reading and spelling ages are monitored termly and teachers regularly monitor reading writing 

and spoken language progress. 

 KS2 – 3 Read, Write, Inc. including Fresh Start: This daily phonics programme teaches 

embeds and enforces phonological skills which are then transferred to reading and 

later spelling. 

 KS2 - Bug Club: an online and physical reading scheme to embed phonological 

knowledge and promote independent reading and comprehension 

 KS3 - Rapid Reader: A follow on from the Bug club which aims to develop fluency and 

comprehension in older learners  

 KS4 - Lexia and Sumdog: Online programme which are used to support a wide range of 

reading skills from phonics, spelling, grammar and comprehension.  

 

Supplementary to the curriculum content and individualised programmes, an enjoyment of 

reading, books and promotion of writing skills is fostered through literacy lessons. We promote 

reading and writing competitions and have displays on authors and books.  Classrooms have 

dedicated reading and quiet areas and pupils can access our learning resource centre to aid 

individual research and study. World Book Day, Roald Dahl Day and other Literacy-based events 

happen in school over the course of the academic year. 
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Numeracy  

Hall Cliffe School is committed to raising the standards of numeracy for all of its pupils, so that 
they can develop the ability to use numerical skills effectively in all areas of the school 
curriculum, further education, employment and adult life.  

Numeracy is more than the basic mathematical skills that are needed to access the subject of 
Mathematics; it encompasses the development of confidence and competence to apply the 
knowledge across all areas of curriculum. It requires an understanding of the number system, 
a range of mathematical techniques, and an ability to solve spatial and quantitative problems 
in a range of contexts. Pupils are given opportunities to transfer mathematical knowledge 
between areas of the curriculum and further develop and improve numeracy skills across the 
school. 

Careers   

At Hall Cliffe School we aim to raise aspirations, challenge stereotypes and encourage pupils to 
consider a range of career options. Through careers education and guidance, it is hoped that 
pupils will be encouraged to make the most of their talents and to go on to jobs or courses 
which suit pupils individual needs, knowledge, understanding and potential.  

Pupils from Year 7 onwards will also have regular guidance from an independent careers 
advisor. 

Impact  

The impact of the curriculum will enable our pupils to achieve a range of appropriate 
qualifications that prepare them to move on to the next stage of education, allowing them to 
demonstrate significant and sustained progress in: 

 Communication skills. 

 Literacy skills.  

 Numeracy skills.  

 Levels of independence.  

 Life skills required to function more appropriately in the community.  

 Relevant experiences to assist their decisions about future careers.   

 Relevant and transferable qualifications for future education employment and training   

 Having a positive attitude towards their present and future learning.  

 Having sufficient key skills and self–esteem to approach new situations confidently with 
resilience. 

 
 
This policy is written and should be read in conjunction with the following policies: 

 Careers policy 

 RSE policy 

 Individual subject policies 
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 Feedback and marking policy 

 PSHE policy 

 Assessment,  recording and reporting policy  

 SMSC policy  

 British Values Policy 

 Child protection and procedures policy 

This policy will be reviewed in response to: 

 Feedback from parents 

 Feedback from pupils; pupil voice  

 the needs of the pupil population 

 Feedback from staff 

 Teaching evaluation 
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Appendices 

1. Curriculum coverage 

2. Accreditation matrix 

 

 

1. Curriculum Coverage 

 
Key Stage 2 

Key Stage 
3 

Key Stage 
4 

Core Subjects    

Communication (incl. English, 
literacy, phonics) 

  
 
 

Mathematics (incl. numeracy)    

Science (STEM)    

Preparation for Adult Life - 
Prince’s trust 

  
 
 

Foundation Subjects    

Art & Design/Arts Award    

Computing    

Design & Technology    

Geography    

History    

Music    

Physical Education (PE)    

Catering    

Hair & Beauty    

Motor Vehicle Maintenance    

Health & Social Care    

Other statutory subjects    

Religious Education (RE)    

Sex & relationship Education 
(Secondary)/ 
Health Education and 
Relationships Education 
(primary) 

  

 
 
 

Personal Social & Health 
Education (PSHE) 

  
 

Careers Education 
Information and Guidance 
(CEIAG) 
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2. Accreditation Matrix 

 

Level Type
Exam 

Board
Title QAN Code

Level 2 Award TCL TCL Level 2 Award in the Arts (Silver Arts Award) 500/9914/0

Level 1 Award TCL Level 1 Award in the Arts (Bronze Arts Award) 501/0081/6

Entry 3 Award TCL Arts Award Explore: Entry Level Award in the Arts (Entry 3) 600/3894/9

Level 1 Certificate C&G Introduction to the Hospitality Industry 601/0299/8

Level 1 Award C&G Introduction to the Hospitality Industry 601/0358/9

Entry 3 BTEC Pearson  BTEC Entry Level Award in Construction 500/6054/5

Level 1 Certificate Pearson  BTEC Level 1 Certificate in Construction 500/6591/9

Level 2 Certificate AQA Project work 600/9533/7

Level 1 Certificate AQA Project work 600/9532/5

Entry 3 Certificate Edexcel Pearson Edexcel Functional skill in English 500/8464/1

Level 1 Certificate Edexcel English Functional skills 500/8700/9

Level 1/2 GCSE AQA English Language 9-1 (8700) 601/4292/3

Level 1/2 GCSE AQA English Literature GCSE 9-1 (8702) 601/4447/6

Entry 1 Award Pearson Functional Skills English E1 (2019) 603/4286/9

Entry 2 Award Pearson Functional Skills English E2 (2019) 603/4287/0

Entry 3 Award Pearson Functional Skills English E3 (2019) 603/4288/2

Level 1 Award Pearson Functional Skills English L1 (2019) 603/4289/4

Level 2 Award Pearson Functional Skills English L2 (2019) 603/4290/0

Level 2 Award Pearson Home Cooking Skills BTEC Award 500/8020/9

Level 1 Award Pearson Home Cooking Skills Btec Award 500/8084/2

Level 1 Certificate C&G Level 1 Introduction to Hair and Beauty sector 500/6347/9

Entry 3 Certificate C&G Entry 3 Introduction to The Hair and Beauty Sector 500/6325/X

Level 1 Diploma C & G Introduction to Hair Beauty Sector 600/2753/8

Entry 3 Certificate Edexcel ICT Functional Skills 500/8500/1

Entry 2 Certificate Edexcel ICT Functional Skills 500/9104/9

Entry 1 Certificate Edexcel ICT Functional Skills 500/9112/8

Level 1 Certificate Edexcel ICT Functional Skills 500/9468/3

Level 2 Certificate Edexcel ICT Functional Skills 500/9827/5

Level 1 Certificate Edexcel Mathematics Functional Skills 500/8906/7

Level 2 Certificate Edexcel Mathematics Functional Skills 500/8907/9

Entry 1 Award Pearson Functional Skills Mathematics 500/9172/4

Entry 2 Certificate Edexcel Mathematics Functional Skills 500/9196/7

Level 1/2 GCSE AQA Mathematics GCSE 9-1 (8300) 601/4608/4

Entry 2 Award Pearson Functional Skills Maths EL2 (2019) 603/4265/1

Entry 3 Award Pearson Functional Skills Maths (2019) 603/4266/3

Level 1 Certificate Pearson Maths Functional Skills Level 1 (2019) 603/4267/5

Entry 1 Award Pearson Functional Skills Maths E1 (2019) 603/4269/9

Level 1 Award IMI Transport Maintenance 601/8753/0

Level 1 Certificate IMI Transport Maintenance 601/8754/2
Level 1 Award Prince's Trust Personal Development and Employability Skills 600/8032/2

Entry Award AQA Personal Social Education 500/8146/9 

Entry Certificate AQA ELC Science 601/7522/9

Level 1/2 GCSE AQA Combined Science: Synergy (8465) 601/8760/8


