
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum Policy 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Last Update: January 2022 
Next Update: September 2022 



Page 2  POL-SCH-SLC-00927-v3-0122  

  Introduction  
 

Sandwell Learning Centre is an independent school  which delivers a differentiated curriculum for children and 

young people aged between 8 and 19 years who have communication, emotional, social, behavioural and learning 

difficulties. Conceptually, our curriculum is based on a visual pathway, an analogy of a car race whereby the driver 

is the pupil the spokes of the wheels the curriculum they are following, and the road is their bespoke pathway 

and future destination. 

 

The specialist curriculum, secure in national curriculum requirements is tailored to our pupils’ individual needs. 
So that our pupils enjoy learning, make progress, achieve, and become confident in leading healthy and fulfilling 
lives we support the values of Trust, Wisdom, Kindness, Justice, Service, Courage, Optimism to make a positive 
contribution. 
 
There is an underlying focus on learning and consolidating the skills that the pupils need in order to be happy and 
fulfilled in life and employment.  
 
We offer a bespoke curriculum for each pupil. Our curriculum planning reflects this and each pupil will have 
success criteria and individual learning objectives shared with them for each lesson based on their individual 
targets.  Drawing upon the interests of the pupils, we facilitate learning opportunities such as 1-2-1 guitar, cello 
and violin lessons. 
 

The curriculum underpins the vision of the school ‘Driving Futures Together’ whereby the pupil is the driver of 

their journey, and the staff are the facilitating co-drivers and pit crew. Every pupil is unique and their personal 

development, EHCP and academic needs are at the forefront of our delivery and expectation. Our approach is 

child-centered, with high expectations for each pupil with a curriculum offer after baseline assessments are 

completed that is broad, balanced and highly relevant. The qualification choice is based on age, aptitude and 

individual needs. 

 

Many of our pupils may have had adverse childhood experiences (ACE’s) or experienced trauma; we use trauma 

informed practice across our setting. We adopt a ‘Why this? Why now? approach so that the building blocks of 

their knowledge can promote and embed life-long learning.  

 

Intent 

 
Our curriculum is intended to: 

 Optimise the social, emotional and communication skills of all pupils by building on the assessment of 
pupils 

 Cater for the specific needs and learning difficulties of individual pupils as outlined in their EHCPs, 
providing teaching and learning opportunities at an appropriate level. 

 Engage pupils’ interests in learning, matched to needs, interest and areas of development 

 Allow pupils to interact and learn from each other through creating opportunities for them to work 
together both in and out of lessons 

 Allow all pupils to reach their full potential and achieve their own personal success by having high 

expectations, target setting and through our careers programme 

 Actively promote positive mental health and well-being through our PSHE/RSE curriculum, tutor 

programme and Well-being Wednesday activities and assemblies as well as support from therapists and 

mental health practitioners 
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It is intended that through the curriculum the pupils at Sandwell Learning Centre will: 

Skills Examples of what we expect to see: 

Develop social and communication 
skills 

 Turn taking 

 Conversations with peers and staff 

 Conversations using appropriate and correct language at all 
times 

Develop literacy skills  Overt and covert vocabulary building 

 Using paragraph builders 

 Reading texts 

 Participating is literacy based games 

Develop numeracy skills  Measuring and weighing 

 Learning how to manage money and budget 

 Being able to tell the time 

Explore and develop their creativity   Drawing concepts and ideas 

 Using “what if” prompts 

 Exploring new ideas and concepts from different perspectives 

Develop independence  Using a dictionary to enhance vocabulary 

 Learning to cook 

 Managing their own emotions 

 Becoming independent learners 

 Learning to budget 

Develop resilience  Editing and improving their own work 

 Perseverance when tasks are perceived as challenging 

Gain the life skills required to 
function more appropriately in the 
community 

 Working in the community 

 Road safety 

 Learning to cook 

 Learning how to manage money and budget 

Gain accreditation to demonstrate 
the levels to which they have studied 

 Gaining recognized qualifications such as AQA Unit Awards, 
GCSE’s and BTECs 

Gain relevant experiences to assist 
their decisions about future careers 

 Work experience and work shadowing opportunities 

 Offsite alternative provision 

 Horticulture opportunities 

Have a positive attitude towards their 
past present and future learning 

 Supportive life story work with the clinical team 

 Peer and self evaluation against success criteria 

Develop self – esteem to approach 
new situations confidently 

 Being successful when completing tasks 

 Seeing tasks through to the end 

Develop initiative and problem 
solving skills 

 Making good choices 

 Exploring different options/outcomes when discussing a 
problem/challenge 

 Asking for help/support when they need/want it 

Develop leadership skills and 
working as a team 

 Paired work 

 Group tasks and team building  

 Cooperation 

Develop Computer / IT skills  Achieving the ‘Online safety’ AQA unit award 

 Real world IT projects using spreadsheets, word processing 

Develop reliability and organization 
skills 

 Wearing correct uniform 

 Using equipment and resources appropriately and returning 
them  

 Being ready to learn 

Demonstrate hard work and  Particpating consistently 
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dedication  Completing tasks that are set 

 Asking expanding questions 

 Perseverance when challenged 

 
 
 
Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) 
 
Effective RSE does not encourage or promote sexual experimentation. At Sandwell Learning Centre, RSE is 
carefully planned and delivered primarily through our PSHE and Citizenship curriculum. PSHE/Citizenship lessons 
are given a high priority and are timetabled every week for all Key Stages. Some aspects of RSE feature across 
several topics, yet discrete RSE topics are also planned and delivered, giving full consideration to the timing of 
this as related to the age and emotional maturity of our pupils. Additional teaching may also take place within 
assemblies, Science lessons, RE lessons and other areas of the curriculum, but these will be part of our carefully 
planned approach to RSE and not simply an ‘add-on’. For pupils with additional vulnerabilities the lessons may 
need deeper thought and repetition, to ensure that all pupils are receiving age-appropriate, useful RSE that 
ultimately enables them to live healthy, safe lives. Please see PSHE Policy for an overview of RSE within our 
curriculum. 

 

 Implementation  

 

To make sense of their learning, we organise  ‘ Curriculum Intent ‘discussions at the start of each half term. Each 
area of a pupils curriculum is explored including what is to be covered (end- point thinking), what relevance it has 
for that young person and what links exist between subjects or concepts. The information is  given to the pupil, 
and the integrated team (Home, clinical staff , school) so that everyone is clear on the intention of the tailored 
approach. Class room practice is supported by advice and support from a multidisciplinary team.  
 
The school has three distinct phases relating to: 
 
KS2  – We use Hamilton Education planning and resources to support our thematic curriculum. Maths and 
English are taught separate to this during morning sessions. Pupils also follow the Read, Write, Inc. program 
which provides a structured approach to the delivery of phonics. We use Boxall Profiles and Learning Plans to 
create a bespoke curriculum that develops the pre-requisites of learning through a nurturing approach.  
 

 
KS 3 & 4 – There is an adapted secondary curriculum which utilises pupils’ strengths and interests to ensure 
pupils fully engage with all aspects of the national curriculum. At Key Stage 4 pupils are encouraged to study as 
wide a curriculum as possible but which prepares them for their next steps and aspirations. If pupils are not 
working at the levels necessary for GCSE there is a range of suitable accredited qualifications available in the 
form of Entry level qualifications.  These are closely linked to the National Curriculum but also cover vocational 
and life skills.  Assessment for these qualifications can be written, oral or practical. Community involvement, life 
skills and social skills form a crucial part of the curriculum to ensure pupils are ready for adult life. 

 
KS5 – for those pupils who choose to stay into KS5 there is an individualised curriculum to help prepare them 
for their next stage of life. This may involve supported access to a local college course, work experience as well as 
continuing with literacy and numeracy at an appropriate level. 
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 Subjects Check points (including qualifications) 

KS2 English, Maths, Science, 
Drama, Design, History, 
Geography, RS, Food Tech, 
PSHE (inc RSE), 
Computing/ICT, PE 

AQA Unit Awards 

KS3 English, Maths, Science, 
Drama, Design, History, 
Geography, RS, Food Tech, 
PSHE (inc RSE), 
Computing/ICT, PE, careers 

Functional Skills & Entry Level 
AQA Unit Awards 
Duke of Edinburgh  

KS4 English, Maths, Science, 
Drama, Design, History, 
Geography, RS, Food Tech, 
PSHE (inc RSE), 
Computing/ICT, PE, careers 

Functional Skills & Entry Level qualifications 
Arts Award  
GCSE English, Maths, Science (double award), 
Geography, History, RS (short course), Food & 
nutrition, Art & Design, Duke of Edinburgh 
 KS5 English, Maths, careers 

 

Cross-curricular links  
 

It is important for all our pupils that they can recognise the key skills used in all curriculum areas. This enables 
pupils to generalise skills they have learned in one subject applying them to the next. Where subject topics 
overlap co-ordinators will utilise this learning opportunity clearly signposting this to pupils. ICT opportunities 
will also be utilised in all subjects. 

 

 Wider curriculum offer  

 
The wider curriculum offer further develops the pupils experience and enhances their cultural capital. We 

offer a comprehensive extra-curricular program incorporating a variety of subjects and activities aligned to 

our pupils’ needs, interests and talents such as horse-riding and instrument lessons. Alongside this, the school 

actively promotes offsite activities, trips and visits to maximise our pupils’ experiences and expand learning 

opportunities to support them becoming well rounded individuals and good citizens.  

 

Literacy, Numeracy and Computing  
 
There are opportunities to develop numeracy and literacy skills in each lesson across the curriculum in addition 
to Maths and English lessons being delivered by specialist teachers to all pupils in school.  

 
We aim to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum programmes of study for computing by :  

 Providing a relevant, challenging and enjoyable curriculum for computing for all pupils. 

 Using ICT and computing as a tool to enhance learning throughout the curriculum. 

 Responding to new developments in technology. 

 Equipping pupils with the confidence and capability to use ICT and computing throughout their later life. 

 Developing the understanding of how to use ICT and computing safely and responsibly. 
 

 SMSC, British Values and Protected Characteristics  
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The needs of the pupils within Sandwell Learning Centre are varied and often complex. Successful inclusion 
relies on absolute respect for the needs of the individual and attempts to give individuals the same access and 
opportunities as all other pupils wherever possible. We recognise that the personal development of pupils, 
spiritually, morally, socially and culturally plays a significant part in their ability to learn and achieve. We 
therefore aim to provide an education that provides children with opportunities to explore and develop their 
own values and beliefs, spiritual awareness, a positive caring attitude towards other people, an understanding 
of their own and other social and cultural traditions. This is embedded throughout all aspects of school life. 

 
Pupils throughout the school will develop their spiritual, moral, social and cultural experiences by themed days 
in the year as well as incorporating the experiences into lessons. Pupils will also be taught the fundamental 
British values of democracy, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of others, this includes:  

 

 Spiritual – Through helping pupils to reflect and respond emotionally and spiritually to beliefs and 
ideals. 

 Moral – Through helping pupils consider and respond to areas of morality and comparing to their own 
ideals of morality. 

 Social – Through helping pupils to develop their sense of identify and comparing their life with others. 

 Cultural – Through helping pupils to understand how other cultures developed and to consider their 
own views and opinions about them. 

 British Values – Through helping pupils gain a respect of how the Government and the law works. 
 

Throughout all key stages, pupils’ understanding of spiritual, moral, social and cultural developments will 
increase over time as well as their knowledge of British values. Our curriculum planning makes reference to 
where SMSC and British Values are taught in lessons, in addition to this we have weekly assemblies that cover 
these topics.  
 

 
Protected characteristics 
The 2010 Equality Act uses the term “protected characteristics” to refer to aspects of a person’s identity. Treating 
a person less favourably because they have one or more of these characteristics would be unlawful. The protected 
characteristics are: 

 Age 

 Disability; 

 Gender reassignment 

 Marriage and civil partnership 

 Pregnancy and maternity 

 Race 

 Religion or belief 

 Sex 

 Sexual orientation 

Sandwell Learning Centre places significant emphasis on teaching respect for everyone.  
 
 

  Impact  

 

 Academic  
 

Assessment will be for a variety of purposes: diagnostic, formative and evaluative. It will be used as an aid to 
making judgements about the achievements of a pupil and therefore contribute to future planning. These 
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judgements will be based on evidence from more than one source, such as teacher observation, class work, 
tests, investigation, project work, and examinations (where appropriate. 

 
Assessment will take place at three connected levels: short term, medium term, and long term. These 
assessments will be used to inform teaching in a cycle of planning, teaching and assessment. Short term 
assessments will be an informal part of every lesson to check pupils’ understanding and gain information which 
assists in adjusting day to day lessons plans. Medium term assessments will assess some of the ideas linked to 
the key objectives which have been covered during a half term. Long term assessments will take place annually 
prior to a pupils’ Annual Review. A variety of assessment tests may be used according to pupils’ ability levels. 
Assessment will also be made through End of Key Stage Tests or tasks and also using external examinations 
such as AQA Units, Entry Level Certificate, G.C.S.E and NVQ’s. 

 
KS4 options run for a 2 year program to enable accreditations to be achieved. The expectation is for all KS4 

pupils to achieve a minimum of 5 nationally recognised accreditations including Math, English, Science, 

qualifications related to career aspirations and an outcome demonstrating personal and social development. 

 
Pupils’ individual success will be celebrated through the school points system, merits, certificates and 

reward days. 

 

 Preparation for Adulthood  

 
All subjects promote acquisition of skills that will help prepare pupils for life in modern day Britain. These range 

from personal skills such as independence needed for living through to skills needed within further education 

and the workplace. Pupils are supported through the information and guidance process at the school as well 

as by the independent careers service employed by the school. There are opportunities to prepare our young 

people for adulthood on every lesson, this is explicit in our curriculum planning. 

 

Careers is delivered through our PSHE programme and our young people have access to independent careers 

advice and guidance from an external provider.  

 

 

 

 
This policy is to be considered in conjunction with the following policies and documents: 

 
Literacy Policy 

Numeracy Policy 

Feedback and Marking Policy 

Homework Policy 

Careers Guidance Policy 

PSHE and RSE Policy 

PE Policy 
 
 


