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Context   

Located in Shelf, Yorkshire, Millcourt School is an independent specialist day school and part of the Witherslack 

Group. We provide holistic education for a diverse group of pupils aged between 9 and 19, who have a range of 

social, emotional and mental health needs.  

 

Pupils at Millcourt School all have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), and come to us from a range of 

previous settings. Some pupils have had negative prior experiences of education and many are working below age-

related expectations at the point of admission.  

 

Millcourt School is well-resourced and benefits from superb facilities including specialist teaching areas for Science, 

Design Technology/Construction, Food Technology and Computing. We also have a fully equipped hair and beauty 

salon, light and spacious classrooms, along with designated therapeutic and safe spaces for pupils to access as 

needed. We have small class sizes, with a high staff ratio, ensuring all pupils benefit from our education, pastoral 

and clinical expertise. 

 

At Millcourt School, our skilled and experienced staff team are committed to providing pupils with a range of 

experiences so that they can enjoy learning, build on their many strengths and ultimately reach their potential. Our 

approach is always pupil-centred, underpinned by our key value of ‘respect’ for all. 

 

Vision and Intent 

 

 

 
 

Based on the National Curriculum, the curriculum at Millcourt School is broad, engaging and relevant to our pupils’ 

needs. At Millcourt School, we aim for all members of our school community to demonstrate ‘Respect’ to others 

and we promote this this through all aspects of school life. In addition, through our carefully planned curriculum, 

we also intend for our pupils to experience: 

 

 Resilience – know how to recover from challenges and difficulties 

 Engagement – participate in new experiences and try hard in lessons 

 Success – make progress, achieve our targets and feel prepared for the future 

 Pride – feel pleased with ourselves when we have worked hard, even when it’s tricky 

 Enjoyment – have fun and find pleasure in learning, especially reading  

 Care – know how to take care of ourselves and others 

 Trust – trust the staff and our own abilities – we can do it! 

 

In further detail, the aims and intent of the curriculum at Millcourt School are to: 
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 Inspire pupils to enjoy and engage with a range of learning experiences 

 Support pupils to remember what they learn, accelerate their progress and achieve their individual 

EHCP targets  

 Encourage pupils to develop a love of reading and ensure all pupils leave able to read well 

 Encourage pupils to be ambitious, enabling them to acquire knowledge, skills and qualifications 

which will open doors to further education, employment or training 

 Support pupils to have a growth mind-set, feel good about themselves and take pride in their 

personal achievements 

 Help pupils to develop positive relationships and respect for others, including those who are different 

to themselves 

 Support pupils to develop their own positive coping strategies and ensure they know how to keep 

themselves safe and well 

Implementation 

Curriculum Delivery  

Our school timetable has thirty teaching periods per week for each year group. Small class sizes aids effective 

implementation of the curriculum, along with targeted support from our clinical team. Pupils all have their 

own class ‘base’ with a designated ‘base teacher’ who they see each day for identified sessions or activities.  

All classes receive a curriculum appropriate to their Key Stage. Most pupils in Key Stages 3 – 5 also access 

teaching from subject specialists in specialist teaching areas to maximise progress across the curriculum. 

Some pupils may have bespoke timetables or access individual interventions, in order to close gaps in 

knowledge and skills, and support progress. Personalised schemes of work ensure pupils cover the content 

for their key stage so that all pupils are prepared for the following key stage and transition. 

At each Key Stage, our teachers expertly utilise a variety of strategies, approaches and experiences which 

help pupils to remember what they learn. A range of specific approaches are used to implement and deliver 

the curriculum, such as: 

-Learning outside of the classroom and personal development activities (including Woodland/Forest Skills, 

Well-Being/Nature/Creative activities and social communication/life skills) 

-Real-world and functional activities 

-Interactive activities and games 

-Whole-school STEAM days and ‘Wow’ moments 

-Recall tasks 

-Exploration of new vocabulary and ambiguous language (including Word of the Week) 

-Worksheets/work books/extended writing opportunities 

-Role-play and discussion 

-Practical activities 

-Modelling, questioning and scaffolding 

-Collaborative and independent learning  
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In addition to these strategies, there is a separate specific approach at each Key Stage which is referred to as 

Millcourt School’s ‘Educational Flow’: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2 – There is a discrete primary area within the main school building with classes and learning areas 

that support our youngest pupils. The curriculum focuses on answering overarching ‘big questions’. This 

approach allows pupils to make connections between different subject areas.  

Key Stage 3 – Pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 are grouped in mixed-age classes and they are encouraged to learn 

through exploring. In Year 9, pupils are offered taster sessions to prepare them for choices in Key Stage 4. 

Key Stage 4 – Pupils in Years 10 and 11 are taught in separate year groups, wherever possible. Pupils learn 

through investigation and are more informed about their option choices for years 10 and 11. Pupils at KS4 

work towards qualifications including GCSE, Functional Skills and vocational qualifications. 

Key Stage 5 – The format of curriculum for pupils in Years 12, 13 and 14 is tailored to the young person’s 

aspirations and is progressive from key stage 4 to support planning for the future, including the world of 

work, further/higher education, training and employment. All aspects of the 16-19 programmes of study are 

delivered. 

 

Key Stage 2:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Classes access a curriculum designed to address a range of needs. Instruction comes from a multi-

professional team including the SENCo, qualified teachers, speech and language therapists, occupational 

therapists and educational psychologists. Lessons include: Maths, English, Science, Computing/ICT, History, 
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Geography, PE, Music, Art, Technology (Food, DT, Graphics and Textiles), MFL, Reading, RE, RSHE and Life 

skills incorporating Careers, PHSE and Citizenship, LOTC and Personal Development. 

Key Stage 3:  

 

 
 

Year 7, 8 and 9 pupils progress from the KS2 learning topics / big questions to lessons which are more 

individualised. This prepares pupils for Key Stage 4 and provides pupils with teaching from subject specialist 

staff. Learning through exploring, allows pupils to travel and delve through unfamiliar curriculum areas in 

more depth. The curriculum provides opportunities for pupils to inquire and discuss their content in detail 

through a practical approach. Big open ended questions show pupils that their teachers trust them to have 

good ideas, think for themselves and contribute in valuable ways. The resulting sense of autonomy, 

belonging, and competence leads to engagement and deep investment in classroom activities. Lessons 

include: Maths, English, Science, Computing/ICT, History, Geography, PE, Music, Art, Technology (Food, DT, 

Graphics and Textiles), MFL, Reading, RE, RSHE and Life skills incorporating Careers, PHSE and Citizenship, 

LOTC and Personal Development. 
 

Key Stage 4:  
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Pupils at KS4 can work towards accredited qualifications. Pupils study subjects within pathway A or B (or a 

mixture of both dependent on need) as well as studying RE, Citizenship, PSHE, RHSE and engaging in regular 

reading sessions. Pupils also choose from a variety of option subjects. KS4 options run as a 2 year programme 

to enable qualifications such as G.C.S.E or Entry Level Certificates, to be achieved:  

Subject Level Exam Board Course Code 

English Literature  GCSE AQA 8702 

English Language GCSE AQA 8700 

Step up to English Entry Level AQA 5070 

Mathematics GCSE AQA 8300 

Mathematics Entry Level AQA 5930 

Science Entry Level AQA 5960 

Science (Trilogy)  GCSE AQA 8464 

Science (Synergy) GCSE AQA 8465 

Design Technology  GCSE AQA 8552 

Exercise Studies Award NCFE 4118 

Functional Skills in ICT  Entry Level 3 NCFE 600/1148/8 

RE GCSE Short Course AQA 8061 

 

Key Stage 5 

 

The curriculum in KS5 is progressive from KS4 which allows pupils to follow their career aspirations and 

prepare students to transition from education to FE, training, employment and adulthood. Along with 

continued access to our skilled clinical team, the 16-19 study programmes are a key part of our offer: 
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 Substantial qualifications offering stretch and preparation for education at the next level or for 
employment  

 English and Mathematics where a GCSE at grade 4 has not yet been achieved or for those who wish 
to pursue a more advanced level at Post 16 

 Work experience and/or work-related learning 

 Other non-qualification activity to develop character, broader skills, attitudes and confidence 
(including PSHE/Citizenship/Careers, Personal Development and Learning Outside the Classroom) 

 

Cross Curricular Links  

It is important to all of our pupils that they can recognise the key skills used in all curriculum areas. This 

enables pupils to generalise skills they have learned in one subject applying them to the next. Where subject 

topics overlap, subject leads utilise this learning opportunity and they write their schemes of work taking 

account of literacy, numeracy and ICT links, along with opportunities to explore British Values, SMSC and Life 

Skills. 

Reading   

At Millcourt School, we are determined that every pupil will develop a love of reading and achieve reading 

fluency. We have a separate reading strategy in place to achieve this. Reading for pleasure is promoted and  

teaching of phonics is provided to pupils who are developing their early reading skills. Reading interventions 

are provided where these are needed for individual pupils to ‘close gaps’ and development of reading and 

vocabulary is promoted in all subjects, including through our whole-school ‘Word of the Week’ approach. 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC), British Values and Protected Characteristics 

Pupils develop their spiritual, moral, social and cultural experiences by themed days planned throughout the 

year as well as incorporating the experiences into lessons and learning outside of the classroom experiences. 

Pupils are taught the fundamental British values of democracy, individual liberty and mutual respect and 

tolerance of others and the Protected Characteristics set out in the Equality Act (2010) within PSHE, RHSE 

and Citizenship lessons, and these are also addressed within assemblies, the RE curriculum and within other 

subject areas where relevant. 

RHSE, PSHE and Citizenship  

These lessons are taught discretely across the school and they take place at the same time for all classes. All 

new statutory requirements for Relationships, Health and Sex Education (RHSE) are planned into our 

curriculum, and the age and stage of all of our pupils are carefully considered. 

Careers  

Preparing for adulthood is an important part of our curriculum and this includes careers education and work-

related learning. We undertake an annual appropriate careers audit using the Gatsby Benchmarks and we 

have a robust action plan in place. Pupils learn about a variety of careers across the curriculum and how they 

are linked to a particular subject. As they move through the school, pupils gain a greater understanding about 

how specific subject skills prepare them for working life. Pupils from Year 8-14 will have access to employers, 

local businesses and FE providers, with appropriate accredited courses offered for our older pupils. Pupils 

have the opportunity for individual and impartial careers guidance interviews with an independent careers 

advisor (C & K Careers) who comes into school regularly. 

STEAM 

Whole school STEAM days are planned to allow all pupils and staff the chance to addresses future challenges 

by taking part in activities linked closely to collaborative problem-solving, creative and critical thinking. 
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STEAM days (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Maths) allow students to ‘Learn by Doing’, 

developing imagination and creativity as well as promoting IT and functional skills. 

PE 

All pupils have two lessons of PE per week and at Key Stages 4 and 5, pupils can opt to study a qualification 

in PE if they wish. Pupils have the opportunity to learn about the importance of physical well-being and health 

and they make progress with their gross motor skills. All activities, both off and on-site, are carefully risk 

assessed. 

Learning Outside of the Classroom (LOTC) 

Our pupils all have access to a range of LOTC activities on a weekly basis. This is a carefully planned approach 

and ensures pupils experience memorable learning activities, whilst developing positive relationships and 

well-being: 

 Visits to local landmarks/places of interest/educational visits (linked to other curriculum areas) 

 Independent living skills/community visits/travel training 

 Outdoor, adventurous and leisure activities such as climbing, fishing and swimming 

 Nature, well-being and creative activities  such as walking, natural art and woodland/lakeside 

activities 

 Horse-riding and cycling 

 Gardening, horticulture and use of the school grounds 

Therapeutic Provision  

Our on-site clinical team work with teachers and support staff to provide a therapeutic curriculum which 

complements our Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) ethos. This helps pupils to understand and regulate their 

own emotions, develop appropriate coping strategies and achieve personal targets, including those on 

EHCPs. Pupils have access to therapeutic and safe spaces throughout the school day in order to support their 

self-regulation of emotions and behaviour. Pupils are offered therapeutic sessions, as appropriate to their 

needs. 

Assessment  

At Millcourt School, assessment is used for a variety of purposes: diagnostic, formative and evaluative.  It will 

be used as an aid to making judgements about the achievements and progress of a pupil and therefore 

informs future planning.  Judgements are based on evidence from more than one source, such as teacher 

observation, class work, tests, investigation, project work, and examinations (where appropriate). 

Following baseline assessments at admission, assessment takes place at three connected levels as it linked 

to our internal ‘Waypost’ system. These assessments will be used to inform teaching in a cycle of planning, 

teaching and assessment. Short term assessments are an informal part of every lesson to check 

understanding. Medium term assessments assess some of the ideas linked to the key objectives which have 

been covered during a term.  Long term assessments take place annually prior to a pupils’ Annual Review. A 

variety of assessment tests may be used according to pupils’ ability levels, including end of Key Stage tests 

(SATs) as appropriate  and external examinations and coursework.  

 

Impact and Outcomes 

 

At Millcourt School, the desired impact and outcomes for our curriculum are: 

 Pupils will enjoy and participate in a variety of learning experiences, demonstrating a positive 

attitude towards learning 
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 Pupils will make progress from their starting points,  achieve their individual EHCP targets and 

experience success  

 Pupils will demonstrate a love of reading and will be able to read at a level close to that expected for 

their chronological age 

 Pupils will have raised aspirations, achieving at least five nationally recognised qualifications to 

prepare them for their chosen Post 16 pathway and future career  

 Pupils will demonstrate improved self-esteem, confidence, independence and resilience and will be 

proud of their successes  

 Pupils will demonstrate positive relationships with staff and peers, showing respect for all 

 Pupils will use positive coping strategies to manage their emotions and they will demonstrate an 

understanding of how to keep themselves safe and well 

 

 

 

 

This policy should be read in conjunction with the following policies and procedures: 

 

 All subject policies 

 Assessment Policy 

 Accessibility Policy 

 Careers and Transition Policy 

 Equal Opportunities, Equality and Diversity Policy 

 Feedback and Marking Policy 

 Positive Behaviour Support Policy 

 PSHE and Citizenship policy 

 SEN Policy 

 Reading Strategy 

 RSE policy 

 SMSC and British Values Policy 
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