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1. Introduction   

Millcourt School is a Day School which caters for students aged 9-18 (KS2-5). Our school 

community is built upon several key values and objectives. 

  

Mutual respect – At Millcourt we respect each other including opinions and beliefs. 

Inclusion for - We provide an inclusive curriculum for excellence alongside academic, pastoral, 

clinical and therapeutic support to help progress the learning and development of all 

students. 

Learning is tailored, engaging and challenging. In Key Stage 2 students learn through 

overarching big questions, in Key Stage 3 students explore the curriculum in preparation for 

Key Stage 4. Year 9 students will also be able to try out different option areas. In Key Stage 4 

student work towards GCSE, Functional Skills and Vocational Qualifications. In Key Stage 5 

students are preparing for life and work after formal education. 

Looking after each other is important for both staff and students, the whole school takes part 

in enrichment activities so we can all spend time getting to know each other. Every day ends 

positivity with rewards and celebration.   

Creating an environment where everyone feels safe, welcome and happy is important to us, 

we want students to be able to be themselves and enjoy their time spent at school. 

Our aim is for all students to improve reading and comprehension, to achieve this we include 

reading for pleasure as a daily activity.  

Understanding the needs of all students is important to all staff at Millcourt School. We have 

experienced senior leadership, therapeutic, clinical and pastoral teams who are able to share 

expertise with each other which includes regular CPD, training and team meetings. 

Resilience is essential to aid student’s development. Our aim is to improve student’s resilience 

so they can become happier and more balanced children wherever they are – whether this 

be at home, at school or out in the community. We encourage healthy risk taking and 

demonstrate the importance of making mistakes and losing. We ask questions to encourage 

independent thinking and praise accomplishments. 

Trust is fostered in an environment where individuals can be their best selves. At Millcourt 

we believe that building trust is a process not only between staff and students, but between 

each other too. Our goal is to engage collectively, collaboratively and have honest dialogue 

about our students, our practices and our impact. 
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1. Educational flow 

Key Stage 2 – There is a discrete primary area within the main school building with classes 

and learning areas that support our youngest students. The curriculum focuses on answering 

overarching big questions, this approach allows the students to make connections between 

different subject areas. Students will cover the national curriculum which will also incorporate 

British values. 

Key Stage 3 – Students in years 7, 8 and 9 are grouped together, learning covers national 

curriculum subjects which allows students to learn through exploring. Year 9 students will 

also be able to try out different options and vocational subject areas to prepare them for 

choices in Key Stage 4. 

Key Stage 4 – Students in years 10 and 11 are taught in separate year groups, students learn 

through investigation, having hopefully experienced a variety of tasters students will be more 

informed about their option choices for years 10 and 11. Students in KS4 can work towards a 

range of qualifications including GCSE, Functional Skills and vocational qualifications. 

Key Stage 5 –The format of curriculum offered is tailored to the young person’s aspirations 

and is progressive from key stage 4 to allow students to plan for the future. Students in Key 

Stage 5 are able to access a range of courses that will help to prepare them for the world of 

work and adulthood which includes further education, training and employment.  

 

Each key stage has its own timetabled sessions, trained and qualified staff and specific site 

features, such as: separate reflection rooms, intervention rooms and resources.  

Students are placed from a wide range of Local Authorities and they all have an EHC Plan.  As 

a result of previous difficulties many of our students will have been unable to access an 

educational curriculum effectively.  We strive to meet the needs of our students by preparing 

them for adult and working life in the 21st century.  Our school aims to provide a curriculum 

that is broad and balanced, based on the realities of modern life and delivered in a therapeutic 

learning environment.   
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2. Definition  

The Curriculum at Millcourt School is broad and engaging, relevant to our student’s needs. It 

encompasses all the learning opportunities afforded to our students, including formal lessons, 

informal learning outside of the classroom and the planned enrichment activities designed to 

promote personal growth and development.  

 

3. Entitlement   

All classes will receive a curriculum appropriate to their Key Stage and tailored to their ability 

levels.  All students are given full access to the curriculum at an appropriate level.  During the 

admissions assessment a student induction record form is completed and the most 

appropriate class setting is decided.  If students need to change classes after this period it 

would happen through:  

• Statutory Annual reviews.  

• With Referral to SLT  

• Communication with parents and students  

  

Key Stage 2:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classes operate a curriculum designed to address a range of needs as identified as part of 

their induction to Millcourt School and Education, Health and Care Plan. Instruction comes 

from a multi-professional team including the SENCo, qualified teachers, speech and language 

therapists, occupational therapists, educational psychologists and therapist. Lessons are 

based on the national curriculum and include: Maths, English, Science, History, Geography, 

PE, ICT, Music, Art, Technology (Food, DT, Graphics and Textiles), MFL, Reading, RE, RSHE and 

Life skills incorporating PHSE and Citizenship. 
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Key Stage 3:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Year 7, 8 and 9 students are grouped together progressing from the KS2 learning topics / big 
questions to lessons which are individual, this prepares students for GCSE years and allows 
the curriculum designs to follow the national curriculum framework with subject specific 
teaching staff. Learning through exploring allows students to travel and delve through 
unfamiliar curriculum areas offered as bespoke individual lessons in order for them to learn 
more about them. The curriculum provides opportunities for students to inquire and discuss 
their content in detail through a practical approach. Big open ended questions show students 
that their teachers trust them to have good ideas, think for themselves, and contribute in 
valuable ways. The resulting sense of autonomy, belonging, and competence leads to 
engagement and deep investment in classroom activities. 
 

To fully explore learning options year 9 students are allocated time to explore all areas of the 

curriculum which allows them to make informed choices when progressing to KS4. The short 

courses provide an overview of each subject allowing for a fully immersive and inclusive 

curriculum for all, the more credits earnt the larger the Award. 

*6credits=ASDAN Bronze Personal Development Programme 

*12credits=ASDAN Silver Personal Development Programme 

*18 Credits – ASDAN Gold Personal Development Programme 
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Key Stage 4:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classes access a secondary style curriculum in the main with a modified curriculum for those 

identified. Students in years 10 and 11 will have hopefully experienced a variety of tasters 

and be more informed about their option choices for years 10 and 11. Students in KS4 can 

work towards larger accredited qualifications. Students all study subjects within pathway A 

or B (or a mixture of both dependent on student need) as well as studying RE, Citizenship, 

PSHE, RHSE and partaking in daily reading. Students will also be able to choose from a variety 

of option subjects. 

N.B KS4 options run for a 2 year programme to enable G.C.S.E or entry level certificates to be 

achieved.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 7  POL-SCH-MS-00687-v2-1020 
  

 

Key Stage 5 

 

The curriculum in KS5 is a 2 year curriculum, progressive from KS4 which allows students to 

follow their career aspirations and prepare students to transition from education to FE, 

training, employment and adulthood.  

Our aims in KS5 are to: 

 Provide a curriculum and environment in which all students feel valued, able to 

develop socially and academically. 

 For all students to become more confident in their ability to cope in society by 

promoting their social development and independence. 

 To help students identify and evaluate their strengths and weaknesses so they are able 

to make decisions on their own overall development. 

 Increase student’s possibilities to live independently and improve chances of 

employment through further training and development as well as completing the 

ASDAN Employability Certificate.  

 Increase and improve student’s use of practical numeracy, literacy and ICT skills by 

building on prior achievements.  

 Enable students to achieve additional qualifications ranging from GCSE to A Level 

which are suitable for their career and education aspirations. 

 Provide practical skills needed for when students leave Mill Court by offering bespoke 

activities such as Travel training and relevant PSHE lessons. 

 To build on the local authority RE syllabus by lending themselves to be creative, 

creating cross-curricular and school links by leading on whole school projects, focus 

weeks and special occasions. Including an ethical, religious or philosophical angle as 
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part of these is another way of developing religious and cultural literacy and 

responsible citizenship. These include timetabled events within the school calendar, 

examples include: LGBT History Month and Remembrance Day. 

 Offer quality careers guidance and prepare for a smooth transition.  

 

4. Aims  

The aims of Millcourt School’s curriculum are for all students to:-  

• Make accelerated progress academically from entry points 

• Achieve individual EHCP targets  

• Improve standardised scores from baseline 

• Improve reading and comprehension, developing a love of reading 

• For all subjects to provide access to all students, by having identified:  

 Policies 

 Audits 

 Teacher Evaluations (Learning walks, Observations etc.) 

 Development Plan 

 Yearly overview 

 Schemes of work which include Long Term and Medium Term planning. 

 Appropriate lesson planning   

 Assessment Records including Way-posts 

 Department Self- evaluations                 

• Optimise Literacy and Numeracy use in all curricular areas  

• Provide students with a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum  

• Provide access to a differentiated National Curriculum  

• Offer accredited courses which are appropriate to ability levels  

• Carry out baseline assessment from which future progress can be monitored 

• Cater for students’ individual learning styles 

• Equip students with the key skills required to appropriately interact within their 

community  

• Develop a sense of personal achievement  

• Promote independent problem solving and decision making  

• Encourage self – motivated learning 

• Celebrate their success 

  

5. Implementation  

On entry a Student Induction Report (SIR Form) will be completed, as part of the induction 

the following will be completed to assist the school in identifying any need and plan for the 

student’s educational journey: 
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Section 1 

☐ EHCP 

Section 2 

☐ Sandwell Number Test 

☐ CAT4 

☐ NGRT / SWRT 

☐ Star Reader 

☐ SWST 

☐ BPVS 

☐ Boxall 

☐ SDQ 

Section 3 

☐ Wayposts Tracker 

Section 4 

☐ Resilience Profile 

☐ OT Screening  

Section 5 

☐ SENCo Report / Review 

☐ Clinical Report / Review 

Section 6 

☐ Taster Lessons 

☐ Student Voice 

☐ Enrichment Choice 

☐ Timetable (Academic) 

☐ Timetable (Intervention) 

Other 

☐ Staff introductions 

☐ PBS Plan 

☐ ITAC Reviews 
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6. Recording Student Achievement: Assessment & Evaluation  

(See Rewards, Marking & Feedback, Assessment and Recording & Reporting Policy)  

Each curriculum area provides a curriculum framework (Long Term & Mid Term Planning) 

within which arrangements for assessing and recording students achievements are integral 

to the learning progress.  

Assessment will be for a variety of purposes: diagnostic, formative and evaluative.  It will be 

used as an aid to making judgements about the achievements of a student and therefore 

contribute to future planning.  These judgements will be based on evidence from more than 

one source, such as teacher observation, class work, tests, investigation, project work, and 

examinations (where appropriate). 

Assessment will take place at three connected levels: short term, medium term, and long 

term. These assessments will be used to inform teaching in a cycle of planning, teaching and 

assessment. Short term assessments will be an informal part of every lesson to check 

students’ understanding and gain information which assists in adjusting day to day lessons 

plans. Medium term assessments will assess some of the ideas linked to the key objectives 

which have been covered during a half term.  Long term assessments will take place annually 

prior to a students’ Annual Review. A variety of assessment tests may be used according to 

students’ ability levels.  Assessment will also be made through End of Key Stage Tests or tasks 

and also using external examinations such as AQA Units, Entry Level Certificate, G.C.S.E and 

NVQ’s.  

 

Student achievement is recorded on students work and during Annual reviews, ITAC 

meetings, Way-Post Tracking and the SMSC grid Maker. Students’ individual success will also 

be celebrated through the use of Millcourt Schools reward system “Millcourt Money” where 

an emphasis is based on celebration at the end of every day.  

7. Intended Learning Outcomes  

At Millcourt School we intend to: 

• Optimise the social, emotional and communication skills of all students 

• Cater for the specific needs and learning difficulties of individual students as described 

in their EHCP plans, providing teaching and learning opportunities at an appropriate 

level 

• Engage students’ interests in learning 

• Create a positive learning environment where students can work safely 

• Allow students to interact and learn from each other 

• Allow all students to reach their full potential and achieve their own personal success 

• Give students opportunities to develop their key skills 

• Promote positive mental health and well-being  

  

It is intended that through our programmes of study the students at Millcourt School will:  

• Improve their communication skills 
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• Improve their social skills  

• Improve literacy skills 

• Improve numeracy skills  

• Develop greater levels of independence 

• Develop resilience skills 

• Have gained the life skills required to function more appropriately in the community  

• Have gained accreditation to demonstrate the levels to which they have studied 

• Have gained relevant experiences to assist their decisions about future careers 

• Have a positive attitude towards their past present and future learning 

• Be aware of the skills for interaction when working with others 

• Have sufficient key skills and self – esteem to approach new situations confidently 

 

8. Cross Curricular Links  

It is important to all of our students that they can recognise the key skills used in all curriculum 

areas. This enables students to generalise skills they have learned in one subject applying 

them to the next.   

• Where subject topics overlap co-ordinators will utilise this learning opportunity 

• All subject co-ordinators will complete their schemes including information, relative 

to literacy and numeracy links with their subject.  ICT opportunities will also be utilised 

in all subject areas.   

• British Values, SMSC and Life Skills will be embedded into all teaching. 

• RHSE, PSHE and Citizenship is taught across the school in dedicated lessons, these take 

place at the same time to assist in quality assurance.  
 

 

            Career’s  

• Guidance is followed in line with an annual appropriate careers audit using the 

Gatsby benchmark scheme and updated when necessary throughout the year. Pupil’s 

progress is monitored and evaluated through discrete careers lessons which is part of 

the wider subject of PSHE and Citizenship. Pupils will also learn about a variety of 

careers across the curriculum and how they are linked to a particular subject.  Teaching 

staff will incorporate links to careers into all relevant schemes of work and ensure 

pupils have a greater understanding about how the specific subject skills link into and 

prepare them for working life. Appropriate accredited courses are followed where 

applicable and all long and medium term plans for the subject are kept up to date on 

the school network drive.   

• Pupils will have the opportunity for individual, impartial careers guidance 

interviews with an independent careers advisor (Fay from C & K Careers) who will 

come into school at set points in the year. 
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• The teaching of careers is relevant across all stages of the school and pupils 

from year 8-13 will have access to encounters with a variety of employers and local 

businesses. 
•  

• The relevant FE providers have access to pupils from year 8 to 13 to inform them 

about the varied career options open to them and courses and qualifications they offer and 

what each option entails.  

•  

 

9. Resources  

All curriculum areas will complete a resource audit annually.   

Teachers will complete development plans for the next year, these plans will inform their 

budget for that year. Resources will be monitored and evaluated continually as to their 

suitability and standards by the co-ordinators of each subject.   

  

10. Promoting Functional Skills through the Curriculum  

Key Skills addressed in all subjects include: 

 

• Communication 

• Thinking Skills  

• Problems Solving 

• Working with others 

• Improving own learning and performance 

• Literacy / Numeracy / ICT  

  

The National Curriculum documentation states that students should be given the opportunity 

to apply and develop their ICT capability through the use of ICT tools to support their learning 

in all subjects. Students will be given opportunities to support their work with ICT as well as 

being taught essential ICT skills in dedicated lessons. 

Literacy and Numeracy support the day to day delivery of all subjects. Through the 

implementation of the National Literacy and Numeracy strategies these skills are developed 

in all areas.  

The promotion of students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is also 

paramount in our curriculum.  

  

11. Inclusion  

The needs of the students within Millcourt School are varied and often complex.  Successful 

inclusion relies on absolute respect for the needs of the individual and attempts to give 

individuals the same access and opportunities as all other students wherever possible.  
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Each curriculum area attempts to set suitable learning challenges, respond to students’ needs 

and overcome potential barriers to learning.  

  

Promoting Students’ Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Developments   

 

Students throughout the school will develop their spiritual, moral, social and cultural 

experiences by themed days planned throughout the year as well as incorporating the 

experiences into lessons. Students will also be taught the fundamental British values of 

democracy, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of others.  

  

Spiritual – Through helping students to reflect and respond emotionally and spiritually to 

beliefs and ideals.  

Moral – Through helping students consider and respond to areas of morality and comparing 

to their own ideals of morality.  

Social – Through helping students to develop their sense of identify and comparing their life 

with others.  

Cultural – Through helping students to understand how other cultures developed and to 

consider their own views and opinions about them.  

British Values – Through helping students gain a respect of how the Government and the law 

works.   
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*Correct as of 28/09/2020 

Subject Level Exam Board Spec No 

Art and Design GCSE AQA 8201, 8202, 8203, 

8204, 8205, 8206 

Animal Care BTEC Level 2 Pearson 500/8332/6 

500/8331/4 

500/8365/X. 

Spanish GCSE AQA 8698 

Drama GCSE AQA 8261 

Design Technology GCSE AQA 8552 

English Language GCSE AQA 8700 

English Literature GCSE AQA 8702 

Step up to English Entry Level AQA 5970 

Food and Nutrition  GCSE AQA 8585 

Geography GCSE AQA 8035 

History GCSE AQA 8145 

Mathematics GCSE AQA 8300 

PE GCSE AQA 8582 

Science Synergy GCSE AQA 8465 

Functional Skills in ICT  EL 1/2 NCFE 600/1780/6 

600/1353/9 

Uniformed Services Level 1 NCFE  100/3008/6 

Hair and Beauty Level 2 VTCT  601/0556/2   

Mathematics ELC 1/2 AQA 8361/8362 

Science ELC AQA 5960 

ASDAN Programmes Dependent upon 

Need 

ASDAN TBC 

 

 

  


