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Introduction 

The curriculum at Elmbank embraces all that is learned through school, whether in lessons or as part 

of informal learning within and beyond the school day. It includes not only the requirements of the 

National Curriculum but also the wide range of activities that the school provides in order to enrich 

the experience and learning of the children. What the children learn from the way they are treated 

and expected to behave is also part of the curriculum. The school has a clear focus on the personal 

development and wellbeing of each child, as well as on their academic progress.  Each pupil has access 

to a truly bespoke curriculum in which they play an active role in deciding.  The school utilises LEGO 

education throughout its curriculum to engage students in creative thinking and bring to the fore 

transferable skills in education. 

At Elmbank Learning Centre, we aim to teach our students how to grow into positive, responsible 

people who can work and co-operate with others while developing their knowledge and skills, so that 

they achieve their full potential.  Students at Elmbank access a wide curriculum tailored to each 

student’s specific areas of need.  The curriculum within Elmbank Learning Centre precludes the 

promotion of partisan political views in the teaching of any subject.  

Teaching for Learning 

At Elmbank Learning Centre we encourage student’s enthusiasm for learning through high quality 

teaching in an environment where their achievements and excellence are valued and celebrated. The 

Teaching and Learning Policy is central to the creative teaching practice in the school. It aims to 

enhance children’s learning by supporting teachers in their use of a whole range of strategies and key 

techniques – it is about how teachers teach effectively and how children learn best, with a clear focus 

on individual learning styles and problem-solving. 

Implementation 

The curriculum at Elmbank is broad and balanced, providing a wide range of knowledge, skills and 

experiences, giving each subject sufficient time to contribute to the student’s learning. Effective 

planning and preparation is central to the effective delivery of the curriculum. The teachers in Elmbank 

start by baselining students to find out previous knowledge and experiences and use this information, 

together with the key skills required in each subject by the National Curriculum, to inform their 

planning, delivery and evaluation of their subjects. The main emphasis of planning in the school is to 

make the curriculum relevant to the child’s learning by making explicit cross-curricular links. 

Role and responsibilities of the teaching staff 

The teaching staff in Elmbank will ensure that: 

 The curriculum is planned and devised to best suit the needs of individual students. 

 The curriculum is delivered and evaluated effectively 

 The curriculum is delivered with due regard to the individual needs of each pupil, particularly 

those with special educational needs, and gifted and talented children, and differentiated as 

appropriate 

 Subject teachers provide a strategic lead, support and advise colleagues, and monitor progress 

in their area 
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 The procedures for assessment meet all group requirements and are used to proactively 

support the learning and development of the students 

 There is equality of access to the whole curriculum 

 

Role and responsibilities of the senior leadership team (SLT) 

The SLT will ensure that: 

 Staff in the school are involved in decision-making processes that relate to the breadth and 

balance of the curriculum, including the School Improvement Plan 

 School policies and procedures  are reviewed at appropriate intervals 

 The curriculum offered is suitable, appropriate and rewarding for students 

 All teaching staff fulfil their roles and responsibilities  

Subjects offered at Elmbank include: 

Elmbank Learning Centre offers a unique opportunity to pupils to engage with their academic and 

vocational studies under a Trauma aware approach to learning.  The curriculum of Elmbank Learning 

centre is ever developing linked to pupil’s needs and aspirations and the school is ever changing to 

create increased accreditation pathways. 

The primary focus of the Elmbank Learning Centre and campus site is to provide a stable and 

supportive base to pupils who have experienced Adverse Childhood experiences and Early Life 

Trauma including Child Sexual Exploitation.  These pupils often have large gaps in the learning 

journey and Elmbank Learning Centre aims to fill these knowledge and skill gaps so that all pupils are 

able to access appropriate educational pathways to gain nationally recognised accreditation, 

opening up further opportunities in their futures. 

Elmbank specialises in the development and implementation of novel teaching strategies and 

curriculum and utilises Lego education to help strengthen and develop awareness and knowledge in 

a range of subjects. 

Elmbank Core and Foundation Subjects 

Core Subjects Foundation Subjects 

English Creativity 

Mathematics MFL* 

Science Food and Design Technology 

PSHE 
 

Vocational Studies 

 Music* 

 Humanities Topics (Geography/History) 

 PE-linked to pupil need an interest (eg Rock 
Climbing, Scuba Diving, Badminton, Horse Riding, 
Boxing, Dance) 
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Within Elmbank Learning Centre we structure the timetable carefully so that all students receive 

ample educational time with the added flexibility of targeting specific educational, social and mental 

health interventions to allow for sustained and rapid progress for each individual student.   

*For any pupil who expresses a desire to study MFL and/or Music this will be sourced and delivered 

on an individual basis.   

Elmbank Learning Centre includes a wide range of arts, music and multi-cultural experiences 

throughout its bespoke individual curriculum. 

All subject provided at Elmbank Learning Centre provide students with nationally recognised 

accreditation (see appendix 1)  

PE is completed both onsite and offsite with wide use of local gyms and leisure facilities as well as the 

space the campus site allows. 

As pupils develop on their independent educational journey and throughout the overarching 

supportive plan of Trauma aware care and education pupils will gain increasing confidence and 

resilience.  This allows the Learning Centre to further develop its educational offer in conjunction with 

Hartwell School to provide further bespoke facilities and teaching for individual pupils as required. 

 

KS5 Educational offer 

The Key Stage 5 offer of education at Elmbank Learning centre focuses on the development of skills 

and knowledge appropriate to each individual pupil. 

The career and education pathway for each pupil is developed in conjunction with the schools 

independent careers advisor form Tees Valley Collaborative trust.  Across Key Stage 4 pupils will 

encounter a range of in house and external careers educational visit and hold discussions with relevant 

professionals to gain greater insight into chosen career pathways. 

Once aspirational goals have been identified then the education staff will work closely with the pupil 

to further match their needs against possible routes of accreditation.  Close links have been forged by 

School staff with external provider’s including Queen Elizabeth 6th Form Darlington, New College 

Durham, Bishop Auckland College and Hartlepool College of Further Education.  These educational 

establishments will support in the delivery and assessment of nationally accredited Level 2 /3 courses 

for EBLC pupils.  Timetables of activity will be drawn up with the pupil and any external provider 

whereby EBLC will offer 1:1 support on a daily basis as well as offering morning/afternoon/night time 

support for education for the pupil as dictated by their individual timetable. 

Elmbank Learning Centre also benefits from the wider support of the Witherslack Group of Schools 

with experienced KS5 support and teaching available across Elmbank Learning Centre and Hartwell 

School which offer an extensive range of externally validated qualifications including Health and 

Beauty, Construction, Art and Science.  Teaching time and facilities at both of these establishments 

has been approved for use by Elmbank learning Centre pupils as applicable to their studies.  
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Benefits of LEGO Education to pupils in Elmbank 

Elmbank Learning Centre utilises the benefits of LEGO Education within its curriculum to enable 

students to be active, creative and collaborative and to solve a range of issues and problems they are 

presented with.  Students are presented with a challenge or open-ended task that they must find a 

solution to. The teacher encourages students to ask questions and explore ideas around the task 

before they get started.  

Construct 

Students will then use their ideas to construct the answers to the problems faced.  The learning takes 
place with students actively constructing artefacts in the learning environment but simultaneously 
constructing knowledge in their minds. Constructing with others and vocalising their ideas 
collaboratively extends this learning even further.  Once students have constructed they are 
encouraged to review and question their own learning. 

Contemplate 

Students are given the opportunity to consider what they have learned and to talk about and share 
insights they have gained during the task.   In the contemplate phase everyone is encouraged to ask 
facilitating questions about the process and learning so far.  Students focus on not only what they 
learnt but how they have learnt throughout the process. 

 

Continue 

Every LEGO task used by Elmbank staff builds on prior knowledge and experiences and is designed to 
keep the learner in ‘a state of flow’ which is maintains an optimal state of intrinsic motivation, with 
students  fully immersed in what he or she is doing. 

 

At Elmbank we use LEGO Education as tool to develop students understanding of the modern world 
around them.  Students explore a range of topics through the use of LEGO Education including 
computing and programming, self-expressions, self-awareness and English. 

 

READING  

Reading in Elmbank Learning centre is a key component of successful education.  We believe that 
having a positive reading ability and having access and experience to a wide range of texts allows all 
young people to develop lifelong skills and engage in the wider curriculum.  All young people at 
Elmbank explore a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts, drawn from both contemporary and literary 
heritage writers. They will get the chance to study a range of genres, from play scripts by Shakespeare 
to the poetry of Benjamin Zephaniah; novels from different cultures such as ‘Of Mice and Men’ to 
contemporary British novels with historical settings such as ‘Private Peaceful.’ Moreover, our young 
people will be given opportunities to read a range of functional texts, which will help furnish them 
with the skills needed to become competent communicators in the future. The literature is specifically 
chosen for its richness in language; appeal to modern audiences and to help them gain a broader 
understanding of the world.  All texts utilised in the school are selected for their nature and content 
linked to pupils developing needs and age.  All texts are screened for appropriateness and texts chosen 
to both stimulate and challenge reader’s ideas.  Some texts including those that discuss sexuality, 
racism and traumatic experiences are delivered in a manner that is educational and supportive 
utilising the integrated approach of the education, clinical service and care teams on site. 
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The aim is for our young people to become ‘word rich’, positively affecting lifetime opportunities as 
well as improving mental and emotional well-being. Furthermore, our young people will be 
encouraged to read for pleasure and will have access to a diverse range of material in a dedicated 
library.  

 

Reading in the Elmbank will also provide opportunities for our young people to become peer mentors 
in support of our younger pupils. Reading will also develop skills such as critical thinking; synthesis of 
ideas; evaluation; analysis; all skills, which are transferrable in the forever changing, transient world 
we now live. 

 

All pupils in Elmbank will have a bespoke programme of reading created based on initial baseline of 
their reading ability once entering Elmbank Learning Centre.  Pupils will then engage in a programme 
of reading based on their ability and need, increasing their lexicon of language and exposure to varied 
fiction and non-fiction texts that provide a diverse range of reading experiences.  The aim of the 
programme is to create learners with a robust vocabulary, that are confident and competent in 
literacy, able to explain their ideas and read and write at a level that which will help develop their own 
skills, values and attitudes.  At Elmbank we aim to establish an appreciation and love of reading to 
support the whole curriculum. 

 

Components of Reading 

The key component of reading at Elmbank is placing reading at the centre of the curriculum.  Reading 
is a key life skill that requires appropriate time, teaching and support.  Elmbank believes that all 
children deserve the chance to become a reader and that the school is a key place in which this process 
can begin.  To do this we follow a series of strategic approaches including: 

 

Shared Reading:  

Teachers read with pupils a range of texts focusing on comprehension and specific features in relation 
to objectives. This is an opportunity for teachers to model the act of being a fluent reader. Teachers 
demonstrate to the class by ‘thinking aloud’ the skills required to be a reader in addition to planned 
differentiated questions around the text that encourage the children to enjoy, understand, discuss 
and analyse the written word in a supported environment.  

 

Guided Reading:  

Our young people who required reading intervention will have access to frequent one-to-one Catch-
Up Literacy sessions with a teacher or teaching assistant.  Catch Up Literacy is a structured one-to-one 
intervention for learners who find reading difficult. It enables struggling readers to achieve more than 
double the progress of typically developing readers. 

 

Catch Up Literacy uses a book-based approach to support learners in their reading of a book so they 
activate both dimensions of reading – word recognition processes (including phonics) and language 
comprehension processes. 
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Supported Reading:  

KS2 pupils commence their day with 20 minutes of supported reading. Key staff support pupils in 
regular catch-up reading sessions as part of their weekly timetable.  

There is a central collection of group reading packs (Rising Stars and Collins Big Cat readers). These are 
intended for use in Guided Reading sessions. Supported Reading Packs are stored in the primary 
classroom. Teachers know the level/colour book that the children are currently reading and share this 
information with the home.  

 

Independent Reading:  

Pupils engage in independent, sustained reading. It provides an opportunity for pupils to read and 
enjoy a range of texts and to apply reading strategies. Tutors support their tutees in daily independent 
reading for a period of 15 minutes each day.  

Pupils are encouraged to keep their own record of the books they read; pupils will have access to the 
library all day. Pupils are encouraged to take part in school reading incentives such as ‘Race Track 
Reading’ in which they are rewarded with their own books linked to personal interest and ability (in 
an aid to create a pupils own personal library) as they move along the race track. 

 

Books Going Home: 

Pupils have access to a wide range of books to practise reading at home. Pupils can record the books 
that they have read in their reading log (linked to Race Track Reading), which is monitored by both 
school and home care practitioners.   

 

Lexia Core 5/Power Up 

Lexia is a highly personalised reading and phonics programme, where pupils can independently 
practice and master basic reading skills such as phonics, vocabulary and comprehension. Lexia is an 
interactive app, which consistently provides personalised explicit practice, reducing the need for 
teacher led support. Pupils can access Lexia both in school and at home, where parents or carers can 
celebrate and monitor progress and success as they advance their skills. 

 

Virtual Reality 

Elmbank learning Centre supplements its curriculum with the use of Virtual reality teaching strategies.  
This system is untiled by teachers as a means of allowing pupils to explore and engage with the wider 
world around them and to implement and transfer skills and knowledge learnt in the classroom in new 
and novel environments.  Virtual reality allows pupils to problem solve in a risk free but challenging 
environment.  Pupils who take part in virtual reality teaching show a greater concretion of knowledge 
and a higher degree of subject retention. 

 

Extra-curricular activities 

Students have access to a range of extra –curricular activities including; 

 Intervention lessons in each subject offered within Elmbank Learning Centre 

 Developmental lessons in each subject to heighten learning across the curriculum 

 LEGO Robotics  

 Boxing  
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 Cookery  

 Mountain Climbing and outdoor pursuits including Duke of Edinburgh Award (Bronze and 

Silver) 

 Horticulture  

 Art-Photography  

Education within Elmbank Learning Centre is underpinned by our Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural 
policy.  This outlines how we provide an education that provides each student with the opportunity 
to explore and develop their own moral values and beliefs, spiritual awareness, high standards of 
personal behaviour, a positive caring attitude towards other people, an understanding of their social 
and cultural traditions and an appreciation of the diversity and richness of other cultures.  At Elmbank 
we understand the key role this plays in allowing students to achieve and develop both academically 
and socially.  These key concepts will be promoted throughout the curriculum and in all aspects of 
school life in Elmbank. 
 

Remote education 

Elmbank Learning centre prides itself on its continued dedication to its pupil’s progression and 

wellbeing and as such does it utmost to remain open to pupils across the academic year.  In any 

instance that this is not possible the school will utilise a range of synchronous and asynchronous 

education strategies including blended learning using pre-recorded and live lessons delivered via 

Microsoft Teams and where possible allowing limited numbers of qualified teachers and Teaching 

assistants access to the site to deliver face-to-face learning.  All lessons will follow the schools 

planning against national curriculum objectives and will focus on providing pupils with engaging 

activities and learning opportunities suitable to their individual needs.  Teachers will make sure any 

curriculum adaptations are completed and discussed with SLT prior to delivery to pupils.  Teachers 

and SLT will make sure that when pupils can return to full time education that assessment of 

progress and areas of need are reviewed and re-addressed through the curriculum. 

Elmbank Learning centre will provide: 

1. Key Stage 2-4 hours per day of education 

2. Key Stage 3 and 4-5 hours per day of education. 
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Appendix 1. 

Elmbank Curriculum planning  

 

Maths 

KS2 KS3 
 

KS4 
 

Abacus active 
learn 

AQA My Maths 
White Rose Maths 
Pearson Education KS3 Maths Progress 
𝜋 (𝐿𝑜𝑤𝑒𝑟 𝑎𝑏𝑖𝑙𝑖𝑡𝑦)𝑎𝑛𝑑 𝜃 (𝐻𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑒𝑟 𝑎𝑏𝑖𝑙𝑖𝑡𝑦) 
 

 Edexcel entry level 
1-3 

 

Abacus active 
learn 

AQA My Maths 
White Rose Maths 

 AQA Functional 
skills Level  

 AQA GCSE 
Mathematics 

 AQA Free Standing 
Mathematics 
Qualifications 
(FSMQ) 

Abacus active 
learn 

AQA My Maths 
White Rose Maths 

 AQA GCSE 
Mathematics 

 

 

English 

KS2 KS3 
 

KS4 
 

Hamilton Trust  
Lexia Core 5 
Literacy Shed 
Catch up Reading 

OUP Ignite 1/2/3 + 
Kerboodle 
Lexia power up 
Catch up Reading 

 AQA Unit Award Scheme 
 Step up to English Bronze 
 Edexcel Entry Level 3 
 ASDAN Short Course 

English 
Hamilton Trust  
Lexia Core 5 
Literacy Shed 
Catch up Reading 

Lexia power up 
OUP Ignite 1/2/3 + 
Kerboodle 
Catch up Reading 

 AQA GCSE English 
Literature 

 AQA English Language  

 Step up to English Silver 
 Functional Skills Level 1 

 

Hamilton Trust  
Lexia Core 5 
Literacy Shed 
Catch up Reading 

OUP Ignite 1/2/3 + 
Kerboodle 
Catch up Reading 
Lexia power up 
 

 AQA GCSE English 
Literature 

 AQA English Language 
 Step up to English Gold 
 Functional Skills Level 2 
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Science 

KS2 KS3 
 

KS4 
 

Hamilton Trust 
Twinkle 
 

Activate science  + Kerboodle  OCR Entry Level 1-3 
 AQA Unit Award 

Scheme 
 ASDAN Science short 

course 
Hamilton Trust 
Twinkle 

Activate science  + Kerboodle 
 

 AQA GCSE Dual Award 
Synergy Science 

 STEM Technical award 
 ASDAN Science short 

course 
 

Hamilton Trust 
Twinkle 

Activate science  + Kerboodle 
 

 AQA GCSE Dual Award 
Synergy Science 
 

 

Food Technology 

KS2 KS3 
 

KS4 
 

Introduction to kitchen 
and cooking skills  

 Cooking & Nutrition  
 BTEC Level 1 Food 

Technology  
 
 

 BTEC Level 2 Food 
Technology  

 GCSE Hospitality and 
Catering 

 

Humanities, MFL and RE 

KS2 KS3 
 

KS4 
 

Hamilton Trust 
Plan B 

History and Geography 
taught on a carousel basis 
across KS2-4  
ASDAN Beliefs and Values 

 ASDAN COPE/AOPE 
 MFL taught on a carousel 

basis across KS2-4  
 ASDAN Beliefs and Values 

 

Health studies, PE and Outdoor education. 

KS2 KS3 
 

KS4 
 

Hamilton Trust 
Plan B 

Creative education PE  
Health and Fitness Studies 
 

 Edexcel Level 1/2 (and 
short course) GCSE Physical 
education 
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 Health and Nutrition 

 Outdoor education 
DofE 

 National Indoor Bouldering 
Award Scheme (NIBAS) 

 National Climbing 
Bouldering Award Scheme 
(NICAS) 

 Mountain Bike Courses 
 BCU 1-4 Star Paddle sports 
 Mountaineering /walking 

and navigation courses  
 Duke of Edinburgh Award   

 
 

 

PSHE/RSE 

KS2 KS3 
 

KS4 
 

Hamilton Trust 
Plan B 
Twinkle 

PSHE and RSE curriculum  
 

 ASDAN Independent 
living 

 ASDAN Peer Mentoring 
 ASDAN COPE/AOPE 
 Selfie-Project  
 ASDAN PSHE 

 
 

 

 Music 

KS2 KS3 
 

KS4 
 

Introduction to music, 
drama and performing 
arts 
 

Introduction to music, 
drama and performing arts 
 

 Accredited Music courses 
relevant to each student 

 
 

 

Art 

KS2 KS3 
 

KS4 
 

Hamilton Trust 
Twinkle 

Expanding art skills –in-
house designed curriculum  
 

 AQA Art and Design 
Entry Level 

   AQA GCSE Art short 
Course 
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Vocational Studies 

KS3 
 

KS4 
 

Design Technology 
Food Technology 
 

 AQA Unit award in Design 
Technology 

 AQA Entry Level Design Technology 

  ASDAN Hair and Beauty 
 BTEC Cooking skills 
 GCSE Hospitality and Catering 

 

 

KS5 All pupils to have access to core GCSE 
subjects in English, Mathematics and 
Science to the level they require to obtain 
Level 2+ courses in Further Education.  
Wider GCSE courses to be offered relevant 
to each individuals bespoke aspirational 
plans. 
 
Pupils to have bespoke supported access to 
establishments with experience of teaching 
relevant KS5 curriculum strands, supported 
1:1 in education. 
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Timetable 

 

 

Accreditation Checklist  
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