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Curriculum Policy 
 
Context  
 
Pontville School is an independent specialist school for pupils aged between five and 
nineteen, with a range of strengths and needs.  
 
Most of our pupils have autism, ADHD and/or other associated conditions. This often 
affects the way in which they make sense of the world, how they process information and 
how they relate to others. We view this as ‘difference’ rather than ‘difficulty’ and it is our 
aim to provide a curriculum which supports all of our pupils to make progress and achieve 
success.  
 
We use the National Curriculum framework in order to achieve our aim (along with the 16-
19 programmes of study at Key Stage 5), but we are also able to offer a range of additional 
subjects and activities, making the most of our fantastic grounds, on-site facilities and staff 
expertise. In addition, we ensure that communication and language development are at 
the heart of what we do, along with pupil well-being and preparation for adulthood from 
the earliest years. Our approach appeals to the strengths and interests of our pupils and we 
are extremely proud of all that they achieve. 
 
 
 

Intent 
 
The Curriculum at Pontville consists of three key focus areas which are consistent across all 
key stages. The delivery of these focus areas are reflective of age, stage, and carefully 
selected learning programmes based on individual needs. These three areas promote 
academic/ vocational achievement, personal development and preparing for adulthood. 
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Academic/ Vocational Achievement 
This element focusses on the specific learning pathways that pupils will study across all key 
stages: 
 

 Deliver a broad range of subjects that addresses the needs of all pupils 

 Subjects and learning pathways that support future aspirations, interests and 
strengths 

 Pupils achieve functional reading, writing, communication and numeracy skills 
 
In KS4 and KS5 pupils have greater ownership of what they study in relation to their own 
personal aspirations, interests and strengths following an academic, vocational or mixed 
pathway. 
 
Personal Development  
This focus draws attention to the personalised work and potential interventions required to 
reduce barriers to learning and therefore enhancing the opportunity to learn and progress. 
This area draws upon the expertise of a wide range of professionals in addition to teaching 
staff such as clinical services, the pastoral team and external agencies. The holistic care 
will: 
 

 Support learning needs and reduce barriers to learning 

 Enable pupils to manage their emotions effectively and achieve optimal well-being 

 Enable pupils to acquire a sense of well-being along with positive social skills 

 Ensure EHCP outcomes are achieved 
 
 
Preparing for Adulthood  
The focus builds on transition across all key stages and preparation into adulthood so that 
pupils are given the best chance to maintain success beyond their time at Pontville School. 
This includes Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance (CEIAG) support and 
developing leadership skills via programmes such as the Duke of Edinburgh programme. 
Embedding preparation for adulthood allows our pupils to: 
 

 Develop functional living skills 

 Receive high-quality independent Careers, Information, Advice and Guidance, 
transition support. 

 Develop employability skills 

 Prepare themselves for their next steps in education, training or employment 

 Take responsibility for the management of their own health 

 Become a part of their school and local community 
 
 
At Pontville School we aim to provide an aspirational curriculum that supports pupils to 
develop their knowledge and skills as appropriate to their age, ability and stage of 
development. The curriculum has been developed to prepare pupils for life beyond 
Pontville and to encourage them to develop a love of learning. We aim to prepare pupils 
with life skills that will allow them to become independent adults. We promote spiritual, 
moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils on a daily basis.  
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Our Curriculum is ambitious to ensure that pupils have the opportunity to achieve their full 
potential. We have high expectations of all pupils to ensure that they leave Pontville with a 
range of qualifications that will support them on the next stage of their educational 
journey. Our current offer is a mix of GCSE/ vocational/ functional skills qualifications 
offered both on main school site and at our purpose built 16-19 Centre. 
 
Recovery Curriculum 
 
Due to COVID19, we recognise that pupils will have periods of missed learning. However, 
whilst safely educated at home, pupils have had access to work packs, virtual lessons, 
online learning packages and weekly contact from staff. To ensure ‘closing the gap’ in 
attainment, a ‘Recovery Curriculum’ strategy has been implemented by all staff. Our key 
strategies include:  
 

 Ensure our pupils holistic wellbeing is at the centre of everything we do  

 Delivery of the “5 Levers” described by Professor Barry Carpenter: relationships, 
community, metacognition, transparent curriculum and space 

 Maintain consistency in learning and welcome pupils back to school 
 
 

Implementation 
 
Each subject area uses a variety of approaches to ensure the curriculum is adapted to 
individual pupils, supporting pupils to remember what they learn. For example: 
 

 Tasks aimed at incorporating special interests 

 Modelling, drama or speaking and listening activities 
• Explaining and extending ambiguous language to aid understanding 
• Templates and examples of expected outcomes 
• Individualised worksheets 
• Use of TEACCH strategies 
• Relating skills/information to functional situations 
• Differentiation of tasks and outcomes 
• Mind mapping to aid sequencing and planning 
• Collaboration with different subject areas 
• A mixture of visual, auditory and kinaesthetic learning, to support all pupils 
• Scaffolding to break down skills into smaller steps, to ease learning 

 
The school has three distinct phases relating to: 
 
KS 1 & 2 – There are primary units based within both a purpose-built modular building and 
primary house next to the main school which holds three primary aged classes in total. We 
also have another primary classroom based in the main school building to support those 
pupils transitioning to KS3 the following year. The curriculum focuses on a thematic 
approach to learning. This approach allows the students to make connections between 
different subject areas. Pupils follow the Read, Write, Inc. and IDL programmes which 
provides a structured approach to the delivery of phonics. 
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KS 3 & 4 - The main school operating an inclusive secondary curriculum and format with a 
range of academic or vocational pathways. 
 
KS5 – A college approach offered across the main school site and at our 16-19 Centre 
enabling students to follow 16-19 programmes of study. Young people will be able to 
access a range of courses, both academic and vocational that will help to prepare them for 
future education, training or employment.  
 
Each phase has its own timetabled sessions, trained and qualified staff and specific site 
features, such as separate dining rooms and resources. 
 
Classes – All pupils are streamed according to their chronological age, communication and 
cognitive ability levels within their key stages and this is usually determined after a period 
of assessment once a pupil has transitioned to us. 
 
   

KS1/2 P1 P2 P3 P4   

KS3 3A 3B 3C 3D 3E 3F 

KS4 4A 4B 4C 4D 4E 4F 

KS5 5A 5B 5C 5D   

    
 
“A/B” classes are for pupils with a range of needs in more than one of the following areas: 
cognitive, linguistic, social communication.  
 
“C” classes are for pupils who are usually working below age-related expectations and are 
often motivated by vocational learning opportunities and qualifications at Key Stage 4/5. 
 
“D/E/F” classes are pupils who are generally academically able, often working within or 
near to age-related expectations although they may demonstrate a specific language or 
social communication difference or need. These pupils usually follow an academic pathway 
leading to achievement of a range of GCSEs and other similar accreditation.  
 
All classes receive a curriculum appropriate to their Key Stage and tailored to their 
strengths and needs.  
 
Key Stage 1 & 2: 
 
A thematic approach to learning is provided, ensuring full coverage of all subject areas. 
Four classes operating a curriculum designed to address the social communication needs. 
Instruction comes from a multi-professional team including a qualified teacher, speech and 
language therapist, occupational therapist and educational psychologist.  
 
Key Stage 3: 
 
Six classes accessing a secondary style curriculum with a modified curriculum for those 
within the developmental classes, which offer a reduced number of staff changes and 
delivery within a suite of rooms. Developmental classes are identified as a, b, c class groups 
in key stage 3.  
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3A. English, Maths, Science, Computing, P.E, PSHE, RE, Geography, History, Art & Design, 
Music, MFL, Food Technology, Forest School, Land-Based Studies and Personal 
Development. 

 
3B. English, Maths, Science, Computing, P.E, PSHE, RE, Geography, History, Art & Design, 
Music, MFL, Food Technology, Forest School, Land-Based Studies and Personal 
Development. 

 
3C English, Maths, Science, Computing, P.E, PSHE, RE, Geography, History, Art & Design, 
Music, MFL, Food Technology, Forest School, Land-Based Studies and Personal 
Development. 
 
3D English, Maths, Science, Computing, P.E, PSHE, RE, Geography, History, Art & Design, 
Music, MFL, Food Technology, Forest School, Land-Based Studies and Personal 
Development. 
 
3E English, Maths, Science, Computing, P.E, PSHE, RE, Geography, History, Art & Design, 
Music, MFL, Food Technology, Land-Based Studies and Personal Development. 

 
3F English, Maths, Science, Computing, P.E, PSHE, RE, Geography, History, Art & Design, 
Music, MFL, Food Technology, Land-Based Studies and Personal Development. 
 
Key Stage 4: 
 
Six classes accessing a secondary style curriculum with a modified curriculum for those 
within the developmental classes. These offer a reduced number of staff changes and 
delivery within a suite of rooms. A vocational class allows those who find it difficult to 
access an academic pathway to attend vocational options on site and at the 16-19 Centre. 
Vocational courses are accredited. 
 
4A/B English, Maths, Science, Computing, PE, PSHE, Careers, ASDAN, Land-Based Studies, 
Forest School, RE, Personal Development. Vocational options including Construction, 
Catering, Hair & Beauty and Vehicle Maintenance. 
 
4C English, Maths, Science, Computing, P.E, PSHE, Personal Development (including 
Careers Education), Art & Design, RE, Food Technology, Land-Based Studies, Forest School 
and Vocational options including Construction, Catering, Hair & Beauty and Vehicle 
Maintenance. 
 
4D/E/F English, Maths, Science, Computing, P.E, PSHE, Personal Development (including 
Careers Education), RE, Careers Food and Academic/Vocational options including Practical 
Skills, Computer Science, Geography, History, Food Technology, Sport and Art. 
 
Key Stage 4 Option Subjects: 
 
Computer Science/ Practical Skills/ Geography/ Modern Foreign Languages/ History/ 
Photography/ Food Technology/ Performing Arts/ Psychology/ Art/ Sport 
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Key Stage 5 
 
Students will be able to choose an option course to study for the equivalent of two days of 
their timetable.  
 
KS5 Vocational Option Subjects: 
 
City & Guilds Catering (L1-L3) / Land Based Studies (L1) / Construction (E2 – L1) / Hair and 
Beauty (E3 – L2) / Vehicle Maintenance (E2 – L1) / Ceramics (E2-E3) / Skills for Working Life 
(E2-E3), BTEC E-Sports (L2), BTEC Music Industry Skills (L2) 
 
KS5 Academic Qualifications : 
Access to HE Diploma – Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) / Access to HE Diploma – 
Humanities (English, History, Psychology), BTEC Business (L1/2), BTEC ICT (L1-3), 
Accounting (L1-2), A/ AS-Level Art 
 
Additional Subjects: 
 
English (GCSE & Functional Skills), Maths, Personal Development, BTEC Work Skills, ASDAN, 
Duke of Edinburgh.  
 
Accreditation: 
 
Courses are accredited according to the pupils age and ability levels from 
AQA units Entry Level Certificate Level 1/2 or GCSENVQ’s (16+ only) / BTECs / 
Access to HE Diploma 
 
See Appendix A – 16-19 Pathways 
 
Residential Pupils 
 
Residential pupils will access an appropriate class group during the school day, as identified 
above. They will also have the opportunity to gain further accreditation via AQA units.  
These awards are specific to the individual pupil and linked to the development of life skills. 
They are supported by Residential Care Staff during the social and recreational time of the 
school day. 
 
Reading  
 
At Pontville School, we have a clear Reading Strategy to ensure all pupils leave us as a 
reader. Some key aspects of our Reading Strategy are: 
 
Reading Interventions 
Reading interventions include Accelerated Reader, Read, Write, Inc. and Read, Write Inc. 
Fresh Start and IDL Literacy Intervention. Read Write Inc. phonics programme is used to 
develop initial reading skills and focuses on the explicit teaching of phonics to de-code and 
word and sentence level work to develop comprehension. Reading skills such as skimming, 
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scanning, continuous reading and close reading, are taught alongside decoding to develop 
fluency and efficiency.  
  
Reading across the curriculum  
Accessing, understanding and using written text form the basis of independent learning 
across the curriculum. For this to occur successfully, our pupils are explicitly taught to read, 
understand and use subject-specific vocabulary before encountering these words within 
text. ‘Word Walls’ in classrooms promote disciplinary literacy and we believe that this 
provides pupils with an opportunity to progress within the subject area.  
 
Reading for Pleasure 
All pupils are encouraged to use the school library, where they can take books out to read 
on a regular basis. Reading for pleasure is actively promoted through the implementation 
of reading trackers and regular whole school reading activities during Form Times 
 
Enrichment  
 
Each week pupils receive two periods of enrichment activities. These activities vary by 
week but are designed to develop pupils’ social and communication skills, improve cultural 
capital and provide pupils with opportunities for additional experiences to broaden their 
understanding of the world we live in.  
 
A sample of activities include:  
 

 Baking  

 Additional physical activities (eg. trampolining, yoga, fitness training, walking)  

 Art/ Craft activities 

 Forest school  

 E-sports 
 
We believe that pupils should not just develop academically, but should also leave our 
school equipped with a range of experiences that develop them holistically. We believe 
that by ensuring that pupils have access to a range of different experiences will allow them 
to thrive as individuals. All activities are mixed year groups, and regularly take place within 
our local community. This allows pupils to see the wider world and develop their 
communication skills in a variety of different contexts. 
 
Outdoor Education 
 
Pupils have the opportunity to undertake Outdoor Education during their time at Pontville 
School, with all Key Stage 2/3 pupils having weekly lessons planned as part of their core 
curriculum. Key Stage 4/5 pupils are able to access the provision through the Duke of 
Edinburgh programme, ‘The Rangers’ community programme, enrichment opportunities 
and regular ‘Cultural Capital’ trips.  
 
We believe that Outdoor Education provides opportunities for pupils to:  
 

 Develop their social communication skills  
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 Develop resilience  

 Have opportunities to work in collaboration with others 

 Learn about the benefits of exercise and the impact on physical and mental 
wellbeing  

 
Cultural Capital 
 
New and memorable experiences help to develop a pupil’s skill set in life, improving life 
skills and enhancing future opportunities. At Pontville School, we value ‘Cultural Capital’ 
which allows different groups to enjoy a range of experiences within the local and wider 
community all of which are linked to their curriculum. Offsite visits/ trips are planned to 
ensure that pupils are offered a range of different experiences through their time at 
Pontville School, helping them to remember what they learn. These include:  
 

 Trips to local places of worship 

 Visits to theatre 

 Visits to local places of interest 

 Work within the local community (eg. links with residents of a local care home) 

 ‘WOW Day’ themed events linked to specific curriculum areas (eg. STEM) 

Therapeutic Provision  

On site, there is access to a Speech and Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy, 
Educational Psychology and Mental Health Practitioners. These professionals are available 
to work with groups of pupils, conduct a variety of assessments, have 1:1 therapy sessions 
and offer to support to the staff team to deliver individualised programmes of support. The 
therapy team are also an active part in our iTAC (Internal Team Around the Child) process. 
This is where key staff that work with an individual pupil, meet on a regular basis to review 
progress towards agreed targets, EHCP outcomes and discuss the next steps or additional 
support that may be required.  
 
Our clinical team have worked with teachers and support staff to develop a ‘Zones of 
Regulation’ curriculum that is delivered by classroom staff throughout the school day. This 
helps pupils to: 
  

 Understand and regulate their own emotions  

 Develop social communication skills 

 Develop appropriate coping strategies  

 Develop individual social and communication targets as set out in individual pupils 
EHCP’s/Boxall profiles.  

 
Pupils also have access to on-site sensory rooms throughout the school day in order to 
support their self-regulation of behaviour.  
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SMSC and British Values 
 
At Pontville School, we deliver an education that provides pupils with regular opportunities 
to explore and develop their own moral values and beliefs, spiritual awareness, a caring 
attitude towards other people, an understanding of their social and cultural traditions and 
an appreciation of the diversity and richness of other cultures and societies throughout the 
world. As part of the wider SMSC curriculum, pupils are encouraged to act responsibly and 
work to support their own and the wider community through themed days and charity 
fundraising events. In relation to this, pupils are supported to understand democracy in 
society and how to participate in elections such as Student Council representatives, Anti-
Bullying Champions and Youth Parliament voting processes.  
 
The fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of the law, individual liberty and 
mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths are fully embedded throughout 
all aspects of the curriculum. We prepare our pupils for life in modern Britain through the 
promotion of British Values via weekly assemblies, lessons and regular offsite trips/visits. 
Pupils are given the chance to experience the cultural and spiritual diversity of life in 
modern Britain through formal lessons in RE, PSHE and Personal Development. Our PSHE 
curriculum gives pupils the chance to discuss a range of issues, allowing them to develop 
the skills and knowledge to make safe, healthy and informed decisions. The promotion of 
British Values are planned for and fully embedded within all curriculum areas through the 
delivery of termly British Values foci. 
 
Protected characteristics  
 
Pontville School embraces the principles of the Equality Act 2010. Protected Characteristics 
are taught and embedded into all aspects of the school curriculum with additional activities 
and assemblies focusing upon key themes related to different protected characteristics and 
respect for diversity. 
 
RSE  
 
As of September 2020 RSE (Relationship, Sex Education) became statutory for all schools. 
Parents have the right to withdraw their child from part of the RSE education delivered as 
part of PSHE. Topics are planned and taught in a sensitive manner, to ensure topics are 
covered at appropriate points. Topics are planned into the PSHE curriculum using PSHE 
Association guidance and resources. Some topics of RSE are also covered in other subject 
areas such as RE and Science. The curriculum is regularly reviewed, with additional support 
available to pupils for more sensitive topics if required.  
 
Careers  
 
At Pontville School, we aim to raise aspirations, challenge stereotypes and encourage 
pupils to consider a range of career options. Through regular careers education and 
guidance (as part of Personal Development lessons), it is hoped that pupils will be 
encouraged to make the most of their talents and to go on to jobs or courses which match 
their strengths, individual needs, knowledge and potential.  
Pupils can only fulfil their potential if they fully understand themselves, their strengths and 
the possibilities available to them both now and in the future.  
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Pupils from Year 10 onwards have regular guidance from an independent careers advisor 
as well as their Personal Development lessons. 
 
Cross Curricular Links 
 
It is important for all our pupils that they can recognise the key skills used in all curriculum 
areas. This enables pupils to generalise skills they have learned in one subject whilst 
applying them to the next. Where subject topics overlap, subject leads will utilise this 
learning opportunity. All subject leads will complete their medium term plans including 
information, relative to literacy and numeracy links with their subject.   
 
All subjects will include a communication focus in their planning and delivery.  This same 
focus will be taught in their personal development sessions whilst maintaining the focus 
across the curriculum.  This fully optimises pupils’ learning opportunities. 

 
Impact 

 
Recording Pupil Achievement: Assessment and Evaluation 
 
Each curriculum area provides a curriculum framework within which arrangements for 
assessing and recording pupils achievements are integral to academic progress. 
 
Assessment will be for a variety of purposes: diagnostic, formative and evaluative.  It will 
be used as an aid to making judgements about the achievements of a pupil and therefore 
contribute to future planning.  These judgements will be based on evidence from more 
than one source, such as teacher observation, class work, tests, investigations, project-
based tasks, and examinations (where appropriate ) 
 
In addition, progress against EHCP outcomes, social and emotional targets (identified using 
Boxall profiling) and subject specific learning targets are all monitored through the process 
of iTACs (Internal Team around the Child meetings) and data assessment/analysis using our 
internal system known as Wayposts. 
 
We intend for all of our pupils to make progress and achieve their own personal success. 
We believe that the impact will be: 
 
Academic/Vocational Achievement 
 

 Pupils will gain at least 5 nationally-recognised qualifications including English, 
Maths and Science 

 Pupils will have the knowledge and skills to be able to transition onto the next 
phase of learning, employment or training in line with their career aspirations 

 Pupils will have developed key skills 
 
Personal Development 
 

 Pupils will live active, healthy lifestyles 

 Pupils will be able to demonstrate resilience 

 Pupils will have developed coping strategies to manage emotions in an appropriate 
manner 
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Preparing for Adulthood 
 

 Pupils will have an interest in lifelong learning 

 Pupils will have aspirations for the future and be well equipped to transition to 
further education, employment or training 

 Pupils will be able to build and maintain meaningful relationships 

 Pupils will make a positive contribution to society 
 
 
Written by Paul Lyons (Deputy Head teacher) 
March 2021 
Reviewed September 2021 
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This policy should be read in conjunction with the following school and Witherslack Group 
policies and procedures:  
 
Accessibility Policy 
All subject policies 
Assessment Policy  
Careers and Transition Policy 
Evaluating Teaching Policy 
Equal Opportunities, Equality and Diversity Policy  
Key Stage 4 Options Booklet 
Positive Behaviour Support Policy  
PSHE and Citizenship policy  
SEN Policy 
Reading Strategy 
RSE policy  
SMSC and British Values Policy 
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