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As part of The Skills for Independence and Healthy Eating /7 All pupils in the school were involved in making items for
programme the boys from Beck House, Tarn House and 0\ Z the Christmas Hampers, except Year 11 who were too busy
Fell House have been experiencing planning, shopping making and decorating Christmas Cakes for their families.

and cooking their evening meal.

Included in the hampers were jams,
chutney and festive foods, from
Environmental Studies pots of spring
bulbs were planted to send with
the hampers.

This has given all the boys a chance to make ang
follow a shopping list budget at a local supermarket
and then return to school and cook their evening
meal.

The boys have chosen what they would like to make and this term we All of these goodies were packed
have cooked and eaten Chinese, Mexican, Indian, Italian and attractively and delivered to elderly
English food. people in the village by some of the

pupils.

the boys (and staffl) The standard of food
_= produced by the boys has been first class and
they all look forward to repeating the
experience next term.

GCSE Results

2009 GCSE examination results showed another However, we expect to have 10 acts lining up to wow the rest
improvement this year. All students who were entered for 5 or Of the school. We have planned performances from various

more GCSE passed their exams, gaining at least 5 GCSE gradesSinging groups including songs from the Fjord (Norway), to

from A to G. Yet again all pupils gained at least 1 GCSE, this meant dancing (Stavros Flatly to blame for this one), as well as a

that the majority of our students were able to go to College of Cartoon animation.

Further Education and follow their intended course of study.

! 'il This has been a really enjoyable experience for all

This year instead of a Pantomime we are hosting
Witherslackébés Got Talent. It
students wanted to be Simon Cowell!

Various other troupes have added their names to the list of

The vocational courses continue to prove extremely popular, with a Performers; we are all looking forward to watching the
100% pass rate for all students studying Motor Vehicle Witherslack Village People, the Witherslack Wobblers as well as

Engineering. This year our first group of students who have the Fell Fighters. The winning performance will be asked back on
followed Construction Skills and Environmental Studies courses, Stage for an encore next year the X Factor!

gained their certification, this is on top of the British Safety Council
Health and Safety Awards. Well done to Students and Staff!
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The annual Scar Race was held on the 19th September. The event, involving all staff and boys, was blessed

with ideal weather conditions for the 2 mile course set in
the surrounding area of the school.

All age groups saw some fantastic personal achievements.
In the junior race Mathew won in a winning time of 21 mins with Luke, 2nd
and Sam 3rd.

In the Intermediate race Jonathan finished 1st with an impressive time of
16.44 closely followed by Harry 2nd Jason 3rd.

The Senior race which is always a close finish was won by Ricky in 14.14 with |
Lee coming a close 2nd with a time of 14.42 and Wesley 3rd in 15.53. As usual
the staff race was competitive but this year saw the younger members of staff |3
taking the glory with the hard fought battle between Mr B Bland 1st and
Mrs M Pricket 2nd.
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Halewood visit

The year 11 boys enjoyed a trip to Liverpool to Halewood visitors centre, the home of the Lan-
drover Freelander and Jaguar S. During the visit the group watched a range of cars produced.

The whole process showed the steel being cut to a finished vehicle coming off the production
line. The pupils witnessed first hand an engine being put together, the suspension and steering
being assembled and watched the robots at work. At the end of the tour the pupils where able to
look around and sit in a fully modified Landrover Defender 110.The boys would like to thank all
the staff who took them.
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This yearbés gala went s wi mmR&bgys yookwpartt whilstghe oedt par ti ci pati on
cheered and clapped their friends on. The training for the gala began weeks before at Capernwray

and a lot of determination was shown throughout. There was a great atmosphere on the coach

going to the pool with the boys and staff buzzing with excitement.

Out of the 28 boys who took part, 14 different boys received medals for coming either first or
second and a total of 6 previous school records were broken! This year not only the winners
received medals but also 4 medals were handed out for some boys who did exceptionally well
both in training and effort on the day. Well done to all those who took part and all the staff for

their support and participation to make a successful event..

Many thanks to all the parents/carers who have returned the 2009 Questio
where necessary when they contact you as usual. Just as a reminder our Safeguarding Officer is Jenni Stopford (School nursend her Deputy is

Mark Dodgson (Deputy Head of Care)i you may know them as the Child Protection Officers. Please do not hesitate to contact me ifyou need

any further information about the school. T Mcintosh.

Once again we got all stirred up by being involved in the Macmillan Coffee Morning and helping to raise funds for cancer
care. Year 10, GCSE Hospitality and Catering Students baked Peanut and Oat Cookies and Cheese Scones to serve viith
coffee to staff and students who supported the event to raise £65.35p.

This event was also a very valuable experience for the GCSE students as this year we are working on a new course which
will enable students to gain a double award over two years. For the Hospitality award in the first year the course work
assignment is based on providing the catering for an event and so the coffee morning gave us all an insight and some
practice in providing this kind of service.

Environmental Studies

We have had a good 2009 with year 10 and 11 boys gaining level 1 in Practical Environmental Studies. They have
been completing work laying a new surface of limestone chippings on the old path down in Environmental
Studies. We have also been putting up a new fence to enclose the growing areas and keep the pesky rabbits and
deer out!

We have been making a shelter Ray Mears style!! Other than the bad weather to contend with the students have
worked really well in 2009, and the level of team work has been fantastic. We look forward to completing level 2
with the year 11 students at the end of this academic year.

A Gl’eat Cause € More than 90 teachers, carers and support staff from Witherslack

Hal | School climbed to the top of Gummerdés How (1054 feet) at the bec

£1,200 for the Kendal Mountain Search and Rescue Team. They did this dressed as a variety of characters

including pirates, Mohi cans and St Triniansodé pupils.

AEach year the staff participate in a team building exercise where

challenge. We had a brilliant day and all the staff really rose to the challenge. We are delighted to be

supporting the Kendal Mount ain Search and Rescue Team as they do suct
ForeS'[ SChOO |S is an exciting new project for the school originating in Scandinavia some sixty years

ago. It focuses on using the environment as a learning resource, so that children experience learning in a holistic way. We
be running a Forest School programme from January in the New Year. Watch this space for further updates.

Bye Bye!shaun Gregg (PE) who will be replaced by Lou Bland at least until the end of this summer.Bye ByeMichael Webster who has
moved into a Headship in another local school and hello and welcome to Jill Robinson new PSHE, Citizenship and WRL (Work Related
Learner) teacher and Helen Tate who will teach Maths from January.

Wendy Lawson the highly respected, author, speaker and professional, addressed out staff on November ® as part of Inset. As Wendy and her son have Aspergers,
she gave the staff valuable insight into the lives of people who live with this condition.

Learn more about Wendy at her website: www.mugsy-org/wendy Judging by the feedback our staff gave on the day it is definitely worth investigating further.

On behalf of the boys and staff of Witherslack Hall School, | hope you have a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year. T Mclintosh Head Teacher




